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ARTICLEINFO Abstract

The political turmoil of the last two centuries in Afghanistan and the unfavorable
PP: 50-68 performance of the four-year Mujahideen government (1371-1975), which
resulted in insecurity, corruption and severe cultural and economic poverty,
created a suitable environment for the emergence of Taliban in the political scene
Use your device to scan and read the | Of Afghanistan. Historically, culturally, and territorially, Afghanistan has a lot in

article online common with Iran. But despite these many commonalities, there are various
challenges in the path of convergence of these two countries. purpose of this
E"' E article is the challenges and opportunities of Iran's foreign policy towards

= Afghanistan (case study: Taliban government), which is done using the
descriptive-analytical method. main question of the research is about the
challenges and opportunities of Iran's foreign policy towards Afghanistan in the
E government. What is Taliban? How is role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
process of war and peace in Afghanistan evaluated? To what extent can history
of relations between Islamic Republic of Iran and Afghanistan affect foreign
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Afghanistan, Iran, that challenges such as unclear future of how Taliban will deal with Shiites of
challenges opportunities Afghanistan and tension over Harivard, as well as Islamic Republic of Iran due

to its confrontation with America and presence of this country in Afghanistan,
play a role in continuation of war in Afghanistan, and history of relations Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan can be influential in foreign policy of two countries due
to the Taliban's rule in future in relations between two countries.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The consolidation of Taliban rule could pose
significant challenges for Iran, particularly
concerning its relations with the Shiite
minority in Afghanistan. During the 1990s,
the Taliban were notorious for their staunch
anti-Shia  ideology, resulting in the
persecution, torture, and killing of the Hazara
Shia minority. However, it remains uncertain
whether the Taliban will persist in such
actions following the consolidation of their
rule. Any violence against Afghan Shiites by
the Taliban could escalate bilateral tensions or
even lead to conflict. This dilemma places
Iran in a precarious position: if it opts for
military intervention in Afghanistan, it risks
becoming embroiled in a quagmire akin to
those experienced by the United States and the
Soviet Union in the past. Conversely,
refraining from action as the Taliban suppress
Afghanistan's Shiites could undermine Iran's
credibility as a defender of the Shiite sect.
Therefore, the central question arises: what
are the challenges and opportunities of Iran's
foreign policy towards Afghanistan under
Taliban rule?

Methodology

In this research, the historical analytical
method and case study are employed to
examine the challenges and opportunities of
Iran's foreign policy towards Afghanistan,
particularly during the Taliban regime. This
research method enables a detailed and in-
depth analysis of events, policies, and
decisions pertaining to Iran's relations with
Afghanistan. To achieve this, the first step
involves examining the history of bilateral
relations between Iran and Afghanistan to
determine the existing challenges and
problems. Subsequently, by analyzing Iran's
role and policies during the Taliban regime,
potential opportunities and solutions for better
managing relations with Afghanistan are
identified. This research methodology is
employed to foster a deeper and more
comprehensive understanding of the issue and

to offer effective suggestions for Iran's foreign
policy towards Afghanistan.

Results and Discussion

Ethnic and sectarian tensions threaten Iran's
national security, challenging governance and
territorial unity. Regional powers exploit
these divisions, supporting groups like the
Taliban, posing risks to Iran's stability.
Pashtun and Baloch affiliations, backed by
extremist elements, may jeopardize Iran's
eastern borders. Separatist movements and
jihadist factions pose further threats,
especially along Iran's eastern frontiers.
Collaboration between Al-Qaeda and Taliban
elements may foster terrorism and organized
crime, destabilizing Iran. Pakistan's support
for the Taliban aggravates these risks, with 1SI
involvement documented in training and
operations. Iran faces intensified threats as
regional powers exploit internal divisions,
compromising its stability and security. Iran's
interests in the eastern domain primarily
revolve around security considerations and
ensuring stability. While seeking economic
cooperation in the region, Iran faces the
"containment and encirclement” strategy of
the United States and regional rivals like
Pakistan. Safeguarding security in Sistan and
Baluchestan province is paramount to prevent
the spillover of crises. Relations with Russia
also hold strategic importance in this region.
Given the escalating security challenges in
Afghanistan and Pakistan, Iran must pay
special attention to eastern affairs.
Afghanistan, Iran's eastern neighbor, lacks
maritime access, hindering trade and energy
transit. Iran, with its maritime access and
geopolitical advantages, can complement
Afghanistan's needs. Landlocked countries
like Afghanistan face economic development
challenges. Despite its mineral resources,
Afghanistan's attempts to access sea routes,
like Oman's coast, have failed. Afghanistan
relies on ports in Pakistan and Iran, but
conflicts force it to use both countries' routes,
impeded by underdeveloped infrastructure.

Conclusion

Iran and Afghanistan possess relative
geographical and human advantages, but
mismanagement and regional power presence
in Afghanistan lead to threats like terrorism,
religious  extremism, and  smuggling,
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endangering lran's national security. Water
issues, hydro-political disputes, and Afghan
refugees hinder stable and neighborly
relations. Iran's strategic position, coupled
with regional rivalry, renders its potential
ineffective. Active diplomacy, cultural
exchange, targeted economic relations, and
smart security measures can bolster Iran's
influence. Afghanistan requires dynamic
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