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In the contemporary world, the consumption of cultural and artistic goods has
become an important part of people's daily life due to the variety of products
and goods, and according to some researchers, it has become an essential and
inseparable part of human life. Therefore, in examining the social and cultural
factors of any society, the type of cultural consumption and the content of the
artistic and literary tastes of different groups of society should be sociologically
examined so that cultural and literary goods are produced and offered based on
the existing artistic and literary tastes. Therefore, considering the importance of
the subject, this research has analyzed the patterns of artistic and literary
consumption among the occupational classes of the headquarters of the Ministry
of Economic Affairs and Finance with a sociological approach. The type of
research was based on the applied nature and based on the analytical-survey
method. The results showed that among the artistic uses (literary,
cinematographic and musical), the respondents’ musical consumption is more
than other literary and artistic uses. 41% of the respondents always (every day)
listen to music. If less than ten percent (7.7%) of the respondents always and
every day read cultural and artistic newspaper or magazine. 28.4 percent rarely
(once a month) read non-curricular books (novels, stories, poems, etc.). Among
the literary uses, respondents prefer to read scientific books, followed by poetry
books. Among the job classes, people with higher job class (senior and PhD)
mostly prefer historical and political books or novels to read.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Consumption is an action that has existed
since ancient times in the lives of nations and
societies, and in recent decades, due to
limited resources, consumption has found an
important role and axis in various aspects
(Rasoulinejad and Nasrasafhani, 2014: 63).
In  sociological analysis, consumption
activities are the modern origin of identity
structure and the reference for shaping values
and attitudes. Based on this, the concept of
"cultural consumption” is considered a
powerful tool for analyzing patterns and
determining the boundaries of similarity and
differentiation of different social groups
(Eskandrian et al., 2019: 1). On the other
hand, socio-cultural developments in
contemporary societies, and parallel to them
theoretical developments in sociology, have
turned consumption into one of the most
important research topics in sociology.
Meanwhile, it seems that the consumption of
cultural and artistic goods is of special
importance in the study of social distinctions
and cultural developments due to its
generality and accessibility. Also, one of the
common methods for identification and self-
representation, especially in the
contemporary era, is cultural consumption. In
cultural consumption, people often consume
a variety of valuable goods and symbols, not
because of their material value, but because
of their cultural value and in order to create
favorable images of themselves in the minds
of others. Meanwhile, choosing a specific
pattern of cultural consumption or cultural
practices or preferences requires cultural
resources or cultural capital, or in other
words, cultural consumption requires cultural
resources and capital.

Methodology

Considering the importance of the subject,
this research has analyzed the patterns of
artistic and literary consumption among the
occupational classes of the headquarters of
the Ministry of Economic Affairs and
Finance with a sociological approach. The
type of research was based on the applied
nature and based on the analytical-survey
method. The results showed that among the
artistic uses (literary, cinematographic and
musical), the  respondents’  musical

consumption is more than other literary and
artistic uses. 41% of the respondents always
(every day) listen to music. If less than ten
percent (7.7%) of the respondents always and
every day read cultural and artistic
newspaper or magazine.

Results and Discussion

The type of research was based on the
applied nature and based on the analytical-
survey method. The results showed that
among the artistic uses  (literary,
cinematographic ~ and  musical), the
respondents'’ musical consumption is more
than other literary and artistic uses. 41% of
the respondents always (every day) listen to
music. If less than ten percent (7.7%) of the
respondents always and every day read
cultural and artistic newspaper or magazine.
28.4 percent rarely (once a month) read non-
curricular books (novels, stories, poems,
etc.). Among the literary uses, respondents
prefer to read scientific books, followed by
poetry books. Among the job classes, people
with higher job class (senior and PhD)
mostly prefer historical and political books or
novels to read.

Conclusion

The results showed that in the discussion of
artistic consumption patterns and tastes, less
than ten percent (7.7%) of the respondents
always and every day read a cultural and
artistic newspaper or magazine. 16.1 percent
do not read cultural and artistic newspapers
or magazines at all. 41% of the respondents
said that they always (every day) listen to
music. 28.4 percent rarely (once a month)
read non-curricular books (novels, stories,
poems, etc.). The preference of 27.1 percent
of the respondents in reading books or novels
is scientific books, 24.5 percent prefer
poetry, and 22.6 percent prefer historical and
political. Among the job classes, people with
higher job class (senior and PhD) prefer to
read historical and political, romantic and
scientific books or novels. 21.6 percent of
respondents do not listen to lranian and
foreign (traditional and pop) silent music at
all. Most of the respondents are very
interested in traditional Iranian music and
ballads (Shajarian, Nazeri, Siraj, Ghorbani,
Aghili, etc.). The results of the present
research are consistent with the research of
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Imam Juma (2018), who stated that in
Tehran, most of the respondents were
interested in traditional music. 41.6% said
that they do not go to music concerts at all.
54.2 percent are not active at all in artistic
cultural centers (musical, literary, etc.). A
point that should be noted in this context is
that due to the spread of Corona, many of
these centers are either closed or operate with
minimum hours. Also, people do not visit
such centers less or at all because of the fear
of getting infected with Corona. In music
consumption, there is a significant difference
between occupational classes. People in the
first job category (diploma and sub-diploma)
more than others said that they listen to
neighborhood music (Azeri, Kurdish, Lori,...)
to a small extent. But people with monthly
expenses above 15 million tomans per month
said that they listen to traditional Iranian
music and ballads (Shajarian, Nazeri, Siraj,
Ghorbani, Aghili, etc.) more than others. The
results of the current research are consistent
with Fazeli's research (2014) (confirmation
of class distinction in music consumption).
Also, according to Bourdieu, people with a
high class status have high and elitist artistic
consumption; However, the type of cultural
consumption of people with low social status
is common and mass oriented (Chan and
Goldthorpe, 2005). In general, musical taste
does not have a significant relationship
between occupational classes. This situation
can be caused by the conditions of music
production and consumption in the new and
contemporary society. There was a time
when music could be heard in live
performances and there was no means to
record and listen to it at any time and place.
Therefore, the range of places that could be
exposed to music was limited. At the same
time, the wide production and variety of
music was also small. In this way, people
were limited in choosing and listening to
their favorite music. But today, you can listen
to music at any time and place. In addition,
there are so many music producers that you
can be exposed to any kind of music. Access
to all types of music is also possible for all
people from different social and occupational
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