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The construction of the dam and related projects have always been accompanied
by positive and negative effects. These effects affect the physical, biological,
cultural and economic-social environments. The main purpose of the research is
to investigate and evaluate the social and cultural consequences of the Sardasht
dam construction in the western region of the country. The research method of
the current research is qualitative method and the research method of this article
is an exploratory approach with emphasis on foundational data theory. The
findings of the research, which is the result of a field study and interviews with
local people and regional officials, show that people pay attention to the negative
effects of dam construction and managers pay attention to the positive effects of
dam construction, and both groups of people and managers consider the
development of tourism and the expansion of business and employment as social
effects. And they know the culture of dam building in the region.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

in the past five decades, the construction of
reservoir dams has resulted in the
displacement of millions of people from their
homes to other locations. According to the
World Commission on Dams, approximately
4 million people have been displaced in the
past two decades alone due to dam
construction. Iran has also been impacted by
this phenomenon, with 348 operational dams,
148 dams in operation, and 408 dams under
study, affecting over 2 million individuals.
Most dams have had social, economic, and
cultural repercussions (Presidential Strategic
Studies Center Report, 1389: 1). The
construction of dams and associated projects
has yielded both positive and negative effects,
influencing physical, biological, and socio-
economic  environments. The  primary
objective of this research is to examine and
assess the social and cultural ramifications of
building the Sardasht dam in the country's
western region.

Methodology

In this research, the grounded theory method
has been utilized. Grounded theory,
foundational theory, data-based theory, and
data-driven theory all convey the same
meaning. Grounded theory is a methodology
where theories are derived directly from
systematically collected and analyzed data
during the research process.

Results and Discussion

In the initial open coding, concepts were
categorized into themes comprehensively. In
the second stage, similar themes were merged,
yielding 114 sub-themes and 26 core themes.
Themes were grouped into causal, contextual,
intervening conditions, strategies,
consequences, and the central phenomenon
"opinions about dam construction." The
central issue is the "disruption of people's
livelihood system” due to the Sardasht Dam.
Some accept land purchases, while others feel
coerced into selling cheaply. Dissatisfaction
with land prices is prominent. Themes like
public protests, marginalization, poverty, and
perceived injustice are prevalent, highlighting
social and cultural impacts. "Displacement™
and "local export problems" had lower

prevalence. The contextual conditions of
events related to the studied phenomenon
imply that implementing the Sardasht Dam
policy has displaced communities, making
local employment and public awareness
crucial for their satisfaction. Mediating
conditions indirectly affect the studied
phenomenon through temporal, spatial,
cultural, and socio-economic factors. Findings
prioritize addressing people's demands as the
most crucial mediating condition. Actions and
interactions serve as strategies to manage
conflicts. Despite notable benefits, dam
construction disrupts socio-cultural
environments and livelihoods, prompting
negative geographical, cultural, and economic
changes. Sustainable solutions can mitigate
adverse effects, ensuring social and cultural
stability. Neglecting social and cultural
impacts leads to societal instability post-
implementation.

Conclusion

The results of the conducted research reveal
that the prevailing attitude within local,
regional, and national boundaries is
significant from various perspectives.
Interviews conducted with project managers,
officials, local and regional authorities, and
residents of the area indicate an attitude
characterized by a perceived need for
development plans. In acknowledging the
necessity of such plans, all interviewees
expressed agreement that the country requires
development and that  fundamental
infrastructure projects must be undertaken.
Generally, there is a consensus that the
construction of the dam addresses a need,
although attitudes differ regarding the
anticipated consequences and effects prior to
construction.At the local level, attitudes are
primarily grounded in the belief that the
government should acknowledge the effects
and consequences of dam construction,
compensate for any negative impacts, and
prioritize addressing local needs. This
includes providing employment opportunities,
fostering income generation, promoting
welfare development, among other factors.
Local residents expect that such initiatives
should prioritize the well-being of the region's
inhabitants. This sentiment is so prevalent
among locals that they feel the government
has not adequately addressed the needs of the
area in the planning process. They argue that
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if those responsible for the dam's construction
consider the needs of local residents and
provide them with employment and benefits,
cooperation and acceptance of the project's
effects and consequences would be more
forthcoming.On a regional scale, interactions
with regional officials, including governors,
village councils, district administrations, and
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