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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

China is considered a powerful country in the international system and an active
PP: 381-392 member in shaping global scenarios. On the other hand, as an active player in the
maritime domain of East Asia, China seeks to solidify its strategic position in
ensuring regional security in the water and sea areas, relying on its own
capabilities. Focusing on the South China Sea and its energy resources, this
maritime area holds a significant geostrategic position that may attract the
interest of other global powers. The South China Sea is a semi-enclosed sea
bordered by China (including Taiwan), Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, and
Brunei. The waters of this enclosed sea have long been a source of disputes
among neighboring countries. Countries surrounding China in the South China
Sea, particularly Southeast Asian powers, perceive China as a threat in their
vicinity. The current research aims to analyze the factors influencing China's
geostrategic perception of the South China Sea. The findings of this research
indicate that due to the importance and significant geostrategic and geoeconomic
position of the South China Sea, coupled with historical competition and
conflicts among different countries, regional conditions and developments are
evolving towards multilateralism and a focus on peripheral diplomacy.
Eliminating the perception of China as a threat lays the groundwork for achieving
regional stability through economic interaction and preventing the emergence of
geopolitical challenges in the South China Sea.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Geostrategic perceptions represent the serious
conflict among global powers to maximize
their gains from available resources,
encompassing the rivalries of emerging
powers like China. In the vast geostrategic
region of the Pacific, powerful countries
engage in geopolitical and geostrategic
cooperation, competition, and significant
challenges. China, with its historical and
civilizational legacy, holds a prominent
position in the Pacific, leveraging its capacity
for regional and global influence.
Contemporary strategies focus on economic
development under a stable environment,
facilitating China's peaceful rise. However,
territorial disputes, especially in the South and
East China Seas, and China's growing power
in East Asia have intensified tensions with
neighboring countries. The geopolitical
significance of islands and natural resources
in the South China Sea, along with China's
extensive resource exploitation, has escalated
disputes, with the U.S. positioning itself as a
claimant. This paper examines China's
geostrategic perceptions in the South China
Sea, focusing on factors influencing these
perceptions and their implications. The central
research question is: "What are the key factors
affecting China's geostrategic perceptions of
the South China Sea?" Sub-questions address
the influence of competitors on China's
perceptions. Exploratory analysis aims to
answer these questions.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method, relying on documentary and library
sources, to examine the most significant factor
influencing China's geostrategic perceptions
in the South China Sea. In this context, four
influencing factors are considered: strategic
culture, economic interests (energy security),
political (diplomatic) factors, and security
components.

Results and Discussion

Until the early 2000s, China's naval strategic
focus was primarily on the Western Pacific.
However, since 2003, the country has
expanded its naval fleet to other regions of the
world. Currently, China's maritime strategy

centers on distant sea presence and securing
economic interests, with the goal of
transforming  economic influence into
political and military power. As an emerging
power, China is consolidating its position in
strategic maritime areas, with maritime
transport security, particularly energy supply,
being of significant importance, as over 80%
of its oil is transported by sea. The South
China Sea serves as a crucial platform for
China to become a major naval power, playing
a vital role in its security and economic
interests. Ongoing tensions in this sea,
including those in the Malacca Strait, are
escalating due to geopolitical and economic
rivalries. These tensions have also led to the
development of the Maritime Silk Road
strategy and the strengthening of relationships
with both regional and global powers. The
surrounding countries of the South China Sea,
due to economic dependencies and defense
cooperation with global powers, are moving
towards strategic diversification, while the
United States is countering China's influence
to maintain regional security order.

Conclusion

As an emerging major power with extensive
maritime borders in the South China Sea,
China has historically claimed ownership over
large portions of these waters, influenced by
historical factors and significant energy
resources in the region. In contrast,
neighboring countries and other rivals reject
China's claims and have worked to curb
Beijing's territorial ambitions, leading to open
competition between the United States and
China in the region. The presence of major
powers in the South China Sea limits China's
maneuverability, potentially causing regional
instability and the emergence of a bipolar
dynamic. To counteract this, China seeks to
prevent the South China Sea from becoming a
focal point of conflict by pursuing a peaceful
diplomacy strategy. This involves creating a
stable international environment conducive to
Cii’” interss]  vvvllommnt  oooidigg
hostile relations with neighbors, and fostering
economic growth through cooperation.
Cii’” pppraa illl eee multiltt eralimm
and diplomatic engagement, demonstrated by
agreements on non-traditional security issues,
the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free
Zone Treaty in 1999, and resolving maritime



Mehrabi & Abbasian: Explaining China's Geostrategic Perception to the Surrounding Area ..

disputes through treaties with neighboring
countries.
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