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The allegorical stories are a sggffnnnit nnd nofuenllll 1l cct of vv nnnma’s
thought. These works, distinguished by their unique mode of expression, use of
narrative, symbolism, and imaginative elements, have had a profound impact on
Islamic philosophy, mysticism, and art in later periods. They have also been
interpreted and analyzed by numerous scholars and thinkers, each offering a
distinct perspective on these texts. Despite the various analyses and
interpretations, the artistic and narrative aspects of these works have often been
ovrrowkdd. Thss ovrrsggt has prvvnnddda furrrr undrr snnmdnrg of vv nnnma’s
thought and the illumination of its diverse dimensions. To address this, it is
essential to consider these allegorical stories as works of art—a recognition that
has been rare until now. The main questions are whether these allegorical stories
can be regarded as artistic works, and if so, what reasons support this view?
Additionally, if these works are considered artistic, what impact would they have
on our understanding of Avicenn’’s htough?? Theee quiiii ons form hte oore of
this article.

Citation:Chamsourki, B. (2024).Analysis of 1bn Sina’s Secret Stories as a Work of Art From the Point
of View of the Geography of Art, Geography(Regional Planning), 13 (Special Issue 1), 181-192.
DOI: 10.22034/jge0q.2024.236341.2572

* Corresponding author: Mohammad Akwan, Email: bahramcham@pnu.ac.ir
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



Geography(Regional Planning)

Volume 13 (Special Issue 1), Winter 2024

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ibn Sina, one of the most prominent Islamic
philosophers, has had a profound impact on
philosophy and thought in both the Islamic
world and the West. His works can be
categorized into four main  groups:
philosophical,  religious, natural and
mathematical, and allegorical tales. However,
some of his works, due to their unique
perspectives, extend beyond  these
classifications. Among these, the allegorical
tales hold a special place, revealing aspects of
his Eastern wisdom. This Eastern wisdom,
with its enigmatic and distinct nature, has
attracted the attention of many scholars. 1bn
Sina’s allegorical tales are distinct from his
other works and cannot easily be placed into
conventional categories. These tales have
been subject to various interpretations, often
linked to his philosophy and mysticism. Yet,
these approaches have frequently failed to
unveil the hidden potential within these
works. A crucial aspect that should not be
overlooked in the study of these allegorical
tales is their narrative nature. Understanding
that these works are crafted as stories can offer
a clearer perspective on Ibn Sina's thought and
aid in a better comprehension of their structure
and purpose. This article examines the
structure of the allegorical tales, suggesting
that they should be recognized as artistic
works, transcending mere mystical and
philosophical treatises

Methodology

In this study, the research methodology is
based on qualitative and comparative analysis.
Initially, lbn Sina's allegorical tales are
examined with a focus on their artistic and
narrative elements. These tales are then
analyzed within the framework of the
geography of art to illuminate the influence of
cultural and geographical environments on the
formation and development of these works.
To achieve a deeper understanding of the
structure and content of the allegorical tales,
interpretive and hermeneutic methods are
employed.

Results and Discussion
Point of view is one of the most fundamental
elements in storytelling, determining how the

story's material is presented to the reader and
defining the relationship between the author,
the story, and the audience. This perspective
allows the writer to open a window for the
reader, making them a participant in the
narrative experience. Generally, there are four
types of point of view in stories: omniscient,
limited omniscient, first-person, and external.
The omniscient point of view, the most
common in traditional stories, places the
author in the position of an all-knowing
observer. In contrast, the first-person point of
view tells the story from the perspective of
one of the characters, usually the protagonist,
creating a closer intimacy with the
reader.Point of view is also divided into
internal and external categories. In an internal
point of view, the narrator is one of the main
or secondary characters who narrates the story
from the first-person "I" perspective. This
type of viewpoint allows the reader to closely
engage with the thoughts and emotions of the
characters. Conversely, in an external point of
view, the author remains outside the story,
reporting the actions and behaviors of the
characters from a third-person perspective.lbn
Sina (Avicenna) also paid special attention to
the selection of point of view in his works. For
instance, in "Risalah al-Tayr," he employs the
first-person point of view to establish a closer
and more intimate connection with the
audience. Similarly, in "Hayy ibn Yagzan,"
the narrator begins as omniscient but then
shifts to the first person, enhancing the
reader's narrative experience. These choices
reflect Ibn Sina's deep understanding of the
impact of narration on the reader and the
crucial role of point of view in shaping and
advancing the story.

Conclusion

The concept of art and artistic works has
undergone significant changes throughout
history, so there is no single, fixed definition
of art. Despite these changes, some key
elements in art, such as the concept of
imagination, have remained constant. This is
also true for storytelling. The concept of a
story, as understood today, differs
fundamentally from past notions, especially
concerning Iranian literary works. However,
there are also many commonalities that align
with earlier examples. Ibn Sina's allegorical
stories, with their unique structures, are a case
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in point, demonstrating that despite
differences, these works possess narrative and
artistic qualities. Recognizing these works as
art can lead to a deeper understanding of Ibn
Sina's later philosophical thought. These
works contribute  significantly to the
recognition of art's role in lbn Sina's thinking
and can help clarify discussions on Islamic art
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