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Political participation, as one of the basic principles in democratic
systems, plays a very important role in the development and
stability of societies. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, political
participation is emphasized as an important principle in the
constitution and is very important for realizing the goals and values
of the Islamic Revolution. Therefore, this research examines
political participation in the Islamic Republic of Iran and its
functions with a descriptive-analytical method based on library
studies. Based on this, the five main functions of political
participation, including strengthening the role of women and their
participation in cultural and social scenes, strengthening cultural
identity, strengthening the activity of political parties and currents,
creating a cultural platform for people's participation in the
country's affairs, and finally strengthening social and political
demands are evaluated. The hypothesis was raised that political
participation in the Islamic Republic of Iran is the basis for the
expansion of the aforementioned functions. In this regard, the
concept of political participation and its importance in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, as well as its functions, were investigated, and its
impact on the development of democracy, political system, civil
society, and social and political rights of the people was evaluated.
The results of the research showed that in the Islamic Republic of
Iran, political participation in the form of participation in elections
and other participatory activities has included the functions
considered in this research, and this is a proof of the existence of
political legitimacy in the system .
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Political participation, as an essential
element in the Islamic Republic of Iran, is a
broad and multidimensional concept that
speaks of the interaction and active
participation of citizens in the stages of
political ~ decision-making and  the
implementation of public policies. This
concept means the activity and role-playing
of people in political processes, including
elections, councils, summits and political
gatherings. Political participation in the
Islamic Republic of Iran has several
functions. Political participation is very
important to strengthen the democratic
system. With the active participation of
citizens in elections and other political
processes, the democratic system becomes
stronger and more transparent, and the
power of decision-making reaches the
hands of the people, and it can strengthen
the sense of responsibility and power of
decision-making in citizens. Also, political
participation is effective as one of the basic
factors of social and  economic
development. With the activity of citizens
in political processes, their influence in
decisions related to the development and
economy of the country increases, and this
can contribute to sustainable development
and improve social and economic
conditions, and allows citizens to improve
their rights and freedoms and in decisions
to intervene in politics and the
implementation  of  public  policies.
Therefore, the question arises that, in fact,
has political participation in the Islamic
Republic of Iran become the basis for the
expansion of political parties, as well as
strengthening the presence of women and
strengthening the process of cultural
identity?

Methodology

This research is fundamental in terms of its
purpose, inferential, descriptive in terms of
the method, and qualitative in terms of the
nature of the data. The method of data
collection in this research is a library; In
this way, by referring to the most important
and reliable researches published about the
subject of the research, explanation and
analysis has been done.

Results and discussion

n lIran, despite all the fluctuations and
frustrations, as well as the feeling of
effective spectrums of the society about the
inefficiency of the governments in meeting
the demands, the electoral mechanism is
still followed by an important part of the
social forces as an effective way to pursue
the demands. For example, the findings of
the second wave of the Iranian values and
attitudes survey show; While more than 92
percent of the respondents support the two
options "amending the status quo" (64.8
percent) and "fundamental change of the
status quo™ (27.3 percent), about 76.4
percent of their participation in the
presidential elections of 2010 spoke and
about 76 percent also spoke about their
desire to participate in the upcoming
parliamentary elections (National Plans
Office, 2002: 179-180 and 202). This
statistic shows that a large majority of
citizens still believe that it is possible to
improve the current situation through
electoral  participation.  Despite  the
fluctuations in these statistics during the
following years and ups and downs in this
field, the participation figure in the last
presidential election (2016) shows that the
above process and logic continues. Other
positive achievements and trends should be
added to the above: creating an
environment for venting social emotions
and frustrations, creating a platform for
strengthening  political and  national
belonging, creating a collective memory,
realizing the process of political
socialization, creating an environment for
transformation in the country's macro
policies (such as changes in nuclear policy),
improving the image of the country in the
international perspective and distorting the
efforts to present a uniform and stagnant
image of the political system and other
cases are among these cases. But the
positive aspects and praised functions of
elections should not lead to neglecting the
dark side of electoral politics and its
negative and harmful functions.

Conclusion

Strengthening the role of women and their
participation in cultural and social scenes
can help to achieve sustainable
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development and social justice. With the
increase of women's participation in
political processes and elections, their role
and influence in decisions related to culture
and society becomes stronger.
Strengthening the role of women in cultural
and social scenes can lead to gender
balance and the appropriate allegory of
women in cultural and social institutions. It
can help to develop organizational culture
and change society's attitudes towards
women and provide ways of equal
opportunities  for women.  Women's
participation in cultural and social scenes
can help to develop women's power and
capability. By activating women in these
scenes, women can use their skills and
talents and have an effective role in
decision-making related to culture and
society. In addition, strengthening the role
of women and their participation in cultural
and social scenes can help promote
women's rights and ensure gender justice.

With the activity of women in these areas,
women's issues and problems are raised and
necessary measures are taken to protect
women's rights and eliminate gender
discrimination.
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