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Undoubtedly, Iran's nuclear issue has been one of the most important issues in
the history of foreign policy, and its importance in the last decade has caused
Iran's domestic and foreign policy to be affected by it. The beginning of the
nuclear crisis, from the Saad Abad statement to the JCPOA, left several strategies
for Iran's elites, and this era should be evaluated in a context related to regional
environments. Based on this, this article, with descriptive-analytical method
based on library studies and mass media follow-up, tries to examine and analyze
the model of nuclear crisis management in the government of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad on the regional policies of the Islamic Republic in Southwest Asia.
The results of the present research show that the government of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad's adoption of a confrontational policy in the nuclear issue was more
a result of the personal beliefs and ideals of the ruling movement than it was
subject to the currents and patterns of behavior governing the world system and
the geopolitical realities of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The management of the
nuclear crisis, the regional policies of the Islamic Republic also faced
fundamental challenges.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Simultaneously with these tensions, during
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's eight-year
presidency, the West Asian region also
experienced various crises from 1384 to 1392.
These crises, including the 33-day war, the 22-
day war, the 11-day war, the awakening of
Islam, and the emergence of ISIS, had a
simultaneous impact on lIran's regional
politics, leading to significant changes in the
political security environment. The article
aims to address a key question: How did the
nuclear crisis management model influence
Iran's regional policy during Ahmadinejad's
government?

The primary hypothesis posits that Iran's use
of the forced persuasion model in managing
the nuclear crisis resulted in a more aggressive
regional policy. When the emphasis was on
persuasive measures and tension decreased,
Iran moved toward convergence. Conversely,
an increase in coercive measures led to a
heightened crisis in the region. Sub-
hypotheses of the research include: Iran's
regional policy in the nuclear case followed
the persuasive-coercive crisis management
model based on rational choice, adjusting to
domestic and international conditions to
safeguard national interests and prevent crisis
escalation. Iran's primary goal in its nuclear
program was to achieve a complete cycle of
nuclear fuel, addressing identity and prestige
issues. Iran aimed to create a power balance
with regional competitors and enhance
regional integration as key goals in its regional
policy. Strengthening the resistance front and
countering the influence of extra-regional
powers ranked among the top priorities of the
Islamic Republic in the region.

Methodology

The research methodology employed in this
study revolves around both analytical and
descriptive approaches, aiming to assess the
impact of Ahmadinejad government's nuclear
crisis management model on the regional
policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Southwest Asia. Analytically, the research
involves an in-depth exploration and
meticulous critique of Iran's nuclear crisis
management patterns and regional policies.

Additionally, from a descriptive standpoint,
the gathered comprehensive information and
data are analyzed in a manner that
meticulously addresses variations and shifts in
these patterns and policies.

Results and Discussion

Many of Iran's foreign policy behaviors
during Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's government
are rooted in idealism. The fundamental
government has consistently pursued a policy
of reassessment, urging major powers to treat
other  countries  fairly.  Ahmadinejad's
idealistic perspective divides the world into
two realms: the good (Party of God) and the
bad (Party of Evil). Reconciliation is
impossible, and the conflict persists until the
good triumphs over evil. In this dispute, Iran
is considered the good world, and the U.S. is
seen as the great Satan. ldealistic discourse
during Ahmadinejad's presidency repeatedly
called for reforming the world at the United
Nations and sought to guide the Non-Aligned
Movement toward world management reform.
However, the lack of understanding of
national interests is evident, as the primary
focus was the nuclear dispute, not idealistic
slogans. The constructivist  approach,
emphasizing norms as the driving force,
reveals that justice discourse motivated Iran's
behavior on the global stage. The concluding
Non-Aligned  Movement  session  saw
Ahmadinejad advocating for global system
change based on justice and friendship. In the
fundamentalist government, these domestic
discourses significantly shaped Iran's foreign
policy, with the international environment
moderating or intensifying these discourses.
The victory of the Justice-centered
government led to foreign policy prioritizing
non-formal diplomacy and practical actions,
causing Iran to deviate from accepted norms,
resulting in opposition from the West and
some regional countries. The nuclear crisis
management did not take precedence in the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic during
this period.

Conclusion

The research  findings reveal that
Ahmadinejad's foreign policy, encompassing
both discursive and non-discursive methods
and emphasizing the model of friendship and
enmity, experienced complete ineffectiveness
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at both the international and regional levels. In
managing the nuclear program,
Ahmadinejad's foreign policy failed to secure
formulation within the framework of
international and regional consensus. The
conceptual and linguistic frameworks, goals,
and demands of Ahmadinejad's foreign policy
were overlooked by foreign policymakers,
lacking the essential recognition from the
international community. Consequently, these
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