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This concept, the problematic hero, was first proposed in the 20th century by
the Hungarian critic Georg Lukacs and confirmed in a practical way by the
Romanian critic Lucien Goldman. According to these two theorists, the
contrast between literary and social structure has made literature a means of
responding to social issues. The author of realist novels chooses his hero from
his favorite environment and makes him a representative of the fellows of the
society where he lives. The "problematic hero™ in pursuit of qualitative and
authentic human values in a ruined world and is marginalized by criticism of
the society. The purpose of this article, which is based on the descriptive-
analytical method, is to express the worldview of the "problematic hero™ in the
novel "Al-Thalj Yaati Man Al-Dinza" by Hana Mina and the effective factors
in the creation of this type of hero; Since dealing with the story from a
sociological perspective and with the approach of explaining issues such as the
"problem hero" is considered one of the types of interdisciplinary criticism, it
becomes necessary to research the works of Hana Mina, which has not been
studied from this point of view. Make The achievement of this article indicates
that Fayyaz, with such characteristics as trying to correct social corruptions,
reviving the true values, is clearly manifested as a "problematic hero". The
"problematic hero™s attempt to revive the society's ruined values, such as
standing against the enemies' conspiracies, remains fruitless, and he is doomed
to failure.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sociological approach, as a novel
critique perspective, challenges prevailing
views that center around individual
awareness or the author's unconscious mind.
This perspective delves into the interaction
between the author's social environment and
literary works, revealing signs of the work's
social origin. A concept introduced by Georg
Lukacs and further developed by Lucien
Goldmann is the "problematic hero" in
capitalist societies. In realist novels depicting
capitalist  societies, certain individuals,
adhering to real-life standards, are deemed
problematic. The heroes in these novels are
chosen from the general population,
representing their peers in a corrupted world.
They critique society and, subsequently, find
themselves  marginalized after seeking
genuine human values. Hanna Mina, born in
1924 in the region of Iskenderun,
commenced his political and literary
activities as a journalist and later transitioned
into fiction writing. Throughout his life, he
confronted imprisonment, exile, and years of
displacement (Al-Nabulsi, 1992:420). Mina's
works  prominently  address internal
turbulence, the proliferation of capitalist
thinking,  injustices  within  autocratic
governments, and more. Notably, his novel
"Snow Comes from the Window" aligns with
Lucien  Goldmann's theory of the
"problematic hero. " This novel recounts the
journey of a principled and committed
character named Fayyad, who, after enduring
hardships like imprisonment, pursuit, escape,
exile in Lebanon, and engaging in various
anonymous professions for livelihood, is
marginalized on the fringes of society. This
study aims to examine the position of the
"problematic hero™ in the novel and address
questions about Hanna Mina's pursuits and
the aspirations of the new generation to break
free from Salafi ideology in "Snow Comes
from the Window. "

Methodology

The research methodology employed in this
study is both descriptive and analytical.
Initially, the geopolitical dimensions of the
worldview presented in the novel were
meticulously scrutinized and analyzed. This

examination delves into the protagonist's
interactions with various elements of global
geopolitics, scrutinizing the role of political
and economic engagements with other
nations, as well as the repercussions of global
issues on the narrative trajectory.
Subsequently,  drawing upon  Lucian
Goldman's  structuralist  theories, the
problematic facets of the hero were assessed,
exploring the influences of the social and
political framework on the nowvel's main
character. This analytical-descriptive
approach has facilitated a more profound
comprehension of the narrative's
intersections with geopolitical dynamics,
elucidating the hero's role in confronting
global challenges and scrutinizing the
structural impact on character formation as a
reflective lens on politics and worldview.

Results and Discussion

Goldmann, influenced by Lukéacs's "Theory
of the Novel," emphasizes a profound
connection between classical novel structures
and  free-market  dynamics.  Luk&cs's
"problematic hero" embarks on a quest for
authentic values in a corrupt world.
Goldmann perceives this hero as a focal point
where opposing social forces converge,
creating a narrative space. The hero
transforms into an adversary, critic, and
protester, ultimately marginalized on the
fringes of society in the capitalist era. "Snow
Comes from the Window" critiques socio-
political conditions in 1950s Syria and
Lebanon under post-French  dictators,
aligning with the critical and socialist novels
of realism. The protagonist, Fayyad,
symbolizes societal discontent, facing
masculine challenges but succumbing due to
corrupt intermediaries. Fayyad rejects
societal norms, protesting societal disparities.
The essay analyzes his characteristics with
evidence. The novel's hero, Fayyad, defies
epic heroes by lacking mythical strength and
grappling with societal struggles. Goldmann's
theory suggests examining the work in its
historical context to comprehend Fayyad's
challenges. Hanna Mina depicts Fayyad's
marginalized heroism post-migration,
underscoring his resilience against adversity.
Fayyad's exposure to external ideas
diminishes, symbolizing the impossibility of
realizing his ideals. His journey mirrors the
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transformation of a "problematic hero"
seeking authenticity, aligning with Luké&cs'
and Goldmann's perspectives. Fayyad's
departure from Khalil's home signifies the
failure of idealistic pursuits, compelling him
to seek work elsewhere. His struggles in
exile evoke poignant scenes of despair and
loss.

Conclusion

Hanna Mina has consistently addressed
societal concerns, portraying the societal
contradictions through characters like Fayyad
in "Al-Thalj Yaati Man Al-Jadana. " Mina
skillfully depicts Fayyad's interactions with
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