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Climate change, particularly in developing countries, has caused
significant population migration from arid regions to semi-arid and
temperate areas over the past few decades. This has created a
conducive environment for various types of crimes and human
rights violations. Various reports, including the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change's report, have called on policymakers at
domestic levels to manage climate change in a way that limits
global temperature increases to less than 1.5 degrees Celsius by
2030. The management of climate change and its impact on
reducing crime becomes more apparent when we recognize that
inadequate climate change management has adverse economic,
social, and security effects. The primary question addressed in this
study is how climate change management affects crime rates at the
levels of the United Nations and the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
results of this research indicate that at the United Nations level,
climate change management is being pursued through an emphasis
on restorative justice and the sharing of responsibilities in the field
of preventing and combating climate change-affected crimes. In
contrast, at the level of the Islamic Republic of Iran, specific and
necessary management in this area is not evident.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The influence of climate change on crime
commission has been substantiated in
various studies, including within the United
States. Climate change has led to 35,000
homicides, 216,000 cases of sexual assault,
1.6 million instances of violence, 409,000
armed robberies, 3.1 million ordinary
thefts, and 1.4 million car thefts. Other
studies have indicated a direct correlation
between climate change and the rise in
violent crimes in the United States. In fact,
the United States was expected to witness
an increase of 3.2 million violent crimes
between 2020 and 2099 due to climate
change. As for the comparative analysis of
climate change management and its impact
on crime commission in the legal systems
of Iran and international legal documents,
no research has been undertaken to date.
The majority of existing works in this
domain have concentrated on alternative
aspects of climate change. This study,
utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach,
seeks to address the question of what
influence climate change management has
on crime commission, from the
perspectives of the legal systems in Iran and
the United Nations.

Methodology

The present research is fundamental in
terms of its objective, descriptive in terms
of its inference method, and qualitative in
terms of the nature of the data. Data
collection in this study is library-based. It
involves referring to the most significant
and reputable research publications on the
research topic and proceeds to elucidate and
analyze the legal aspects regarding climate
change and its impact on crime in the legal
systems of Iran and international legal
documents.

Results and discussion

The United Nations Human Rights
Committee describes the right to life as a
'fundamental’ right. Climate change directly
threatens the realization of this right. The
various and evident effects of climate
change pose a direct and indirect threat to
human life. The IPCC has firmly predicted

increased mortality due to heatwaves,
wildfires, hurricanes, floods, and droughts,
as well as an increase in water and food-
related diseases. For example, the IPCC
attributed the Western European heatwave
in 2003 to climate-related factors and
human influences, which led to the deaths
of over 15,000 people in France over three
weeks in  August 2003. Instances of
wildfires resulting from climate change
were also due to long-term droughts and
high temperatures. According to the IPCC
report, the Black Saturday bushfires in
Victoria, Australia, resulted in the deaths of
173 people due to burns and injuries. The
Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) concluded that
the visible and foreseeable effects of
climate change will fundamentally impact
the realization of the right to life. The
OHCHR also noted that climate change will
affect the right to life equally through
increased hunger and malnutrition and their
related adverse effects. Furthermore, it will
disproportionately affect the enjoyment of
the right to life in developing countries.

Conclusion

World leaders have approved a goal to
achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050
in order to prevent the release of
greenhouse gases and their entry into the
atmosphere as much as possible.
Adaptation to climate change and
mitigation are two fundamental approaches
in addressing the climate change
phenomenon. These two approaches and
related strategies should be combined with
comprehensive perspectives. The emission
of greenhouse gases resulting from human
activities such as agriculture, industry, and
services plays an essential role in
sustainable development, environmental
preservation, and a green economy.
Agriculture contributes approximately 14%
to greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore,
sufficient  attention and  necessary
investments are crucial for climate change
mitigation in the agricultural and food
production  sectors.  Appropriate  and
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proactive activities for climate change
mitigation in agriculture and food security
include reducing carbon dioxide, methane,
nitrogen oxide emissions, and carbon
sequestration in the soil. These components
can be manifested in land use sectors and
activities such as plant cover management
and land preparation, water management
policies in  agriculture, conservation
agriculture, and returning plant residues to
the soil, as well as land drainage. Regarding
climate change mitigation, green economy,
and environmental aspects, relatively
satisfactory attention has been paid in
upper-level laws and documents such as the
country's Fifth and Sixth Development
Plans. However, the degree of plan
implementation and performance evaluation
in these areas requires further investigation.
The inclusion of Iran in the Paris
Agreement, a protocol for reducing

greenhouse gas emissions, is a challenging
issue. Despite the government and the
Islamic Consultative Assembly's general
agreement on the matter, the issue has not
yet received final approval in Iran.
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