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In recent decades, the populist wave has been spreading in western
democracies and has posed challenges to them. On the other hand,
the phenomenon of globalization showed its presence in the last
decades of the 20th century and spread its deep influence on
various fields of economy, politics and culture, and as a threat to
the sovereignty and one-handedness of nation-states, it has caused
identity and cultural, economic, political and security crises. The
purpose of this article is to investigate the role of globalization in
the growth of populism in Western countries using the qualitative
research method, of the causal explanation type. The main research
question is, what role has globalization played in the strengthening
and growth of nationalist populism in the West? The assumption of
the present article is that the consequences of globalization,
including the growth of xenophobia in the form of anti-
immigration policies, identity crisis, migration crisis, political-
economic and social crisis, the failure and non-implementation of
the goals of the globalization phenomenon, and the obvious lack of
political, economic, and cultural options in Western countries to
deal with or contain these conditions at the national level, which
have fueled the increase in citizens' dissatisfaction, have caused the
growth of populism and an opportunity for the rise of nationalist
populism currents in the West.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the 21st century, we are witnessing the
rise of a wave of populist leaders and
movements in western countries, so that
whenever populism is discussed, it is
actually a global phenomenon that has
engulfed most of the countries of the world,
especially western democracies. Hence,
examining the role of effective factors in
the growth of populist currents in the West
and their success has become an important
issue that, despite the concern of many
thinkers and academic circles who have
conducted research in this field, many
angles of the causes of the re-emergence of
the phenomenon of populism, especially the
role of globalization in its strengthening
and growth, have been neglected. In fact,
globalization has positive and negative
advantages and disadvantages. For this
reason, Western democracies under the
influence  of  globalization as an
international phenomenon have faced
challenges including the growth of populist
and nationalism currents.  Therefore,
identifying and analyzing the impact and
role of globalization in the growth of
populist currents, which are mainly in
Western countries, is an important issue
that has not been addressed in the academic
and university circles of Iran, and it needs
to be taken into account. Therefore, in this
research, the question is answered, what
role has globalization played in the
strengthening and growth of nationalist
populism in the West?

Methodology

Qualitative research method is causal
explanation type and data collection method
is library. By using the sources, while
rereading the theoretical concepts of
globalization and populism, the main
influential components of globalization
have been examined and an effort has been
made to explain their role in the growth of
populism in the West.

Results and discussion

Economic globalization and international
competition in industrialized countries lead
to the migration of capital, unemployment,
forced job changes, wage reductions, and
finally, a part of the social layers suffer or

become poor. In addition, political,
economic and environmental problems are
S0 huge today that they cannot be answered
within the framework of national policy.
Solving  these problems requires
international tools and measures, and this
leads to the weakening of national policies
and reduces the scope of influence of
classical national governments. Where
national governments have to find solutions
to complex problems, politics becomes
more indisputable for citizens. They feel
that they do not have democratic control
over their elected government and cannot
influence its policies. in Western countries,
including America, since Donald Trump
and Matteo Salvini and Marine Le Pen in
Europe; France, Italy, ..) Nationalist
populist currents have tried to establish
mass politics by demagogic mobilization of
the "will of the people” through
Charismatic leadership. In this regard, they
have had disastrous experiences for
Western democracies, including fueling and
strengthening populist currents. Therefore,
nationalist populist currents intend to
respond to the conflicts that globalization
has brought with it. In the Brexit debates in
the UK, the supporters of separation from
the European Union spoke of nationalism
and the need to regain the territorial
integrity of their country.

Conclusion

It can be said that populist parties and
currents with common characteristics such
as clear opposition to globalization and
economic integration and cultural and
political assimilation have emerged and are
questioning all the wvalues of liberal
democracy. In such a situation, nations and
cultures are faced with new opportunities
and threats, which on the one hand lead to
understanding and on the other hand lead to
different interactions between them. In this
situation, it has created a new opportunity
for the populist and nationalist currents in
the West, and in this regard, by
emphasizing the fact that in the challenge of
globalization, people and governments
should not blindly and passively accept
dominant cultures; Rather, they should
form the framework of their cultural policy
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with an active approach and in this regard,
turn all existing threats into opportunities.
Based on this, causes and factors such as
the issue of globalization and its
consequences in various economic, social
and security dimensions, followed by
events such as economic crises, the issue of
increasing immigration growth, fear of
terrorism, identity crisis, and on the other
hand, events such as the referendum of the
British exit from the European Union
"Brexit" and the victory of Donald Trump
in the American presidential election in
2016 as accelerating factors in the
intensification and expansion of populism
in Europe and the United States and in
general in The West has played an essential
role. Nationalist populism does not seem to
be a fleeting phenomenon and could be
dangerous for the future of democracy in
Europe.
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