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Abstract

Background and Aim: The population and its characteristics are considered one of the most
important components for achieving development. In fact, neglecting demographic indicators
and characteristics in regional and national policymaking and planning can result in a
mismatch between the potential of the region and its population, leading to numerous
problems in achieving balanced development at the national level.

Methods and Material: Consequently, the aim of the present research is to formulate drivers
and scenarios impacting demographic policies in West Azarbaijan Province with a spatial
planning approach. The data collection method in this study is both documentary and field-
based. Finally, for data analysis, the future studies software MicMac and Scenario Wizard
have been utilized.

Results and Discussion: The results indicate that among the three present scenarios, the first
scenario, which encompasses all optimistic scenarios, is recognized as the most desirable
scenario, while the third scenario, which includes all pessimistic scenarios, is regarded as the
least desirable. The second scenario comprises those scenarios that are more intermediate; in
other words, they cannot be classified as strong or weak scenarios. The distinguishing factor
among them is the difference in the degree of static and critical conditions. This group
encompasses all intermediate situations among the scenarios in terms of frequency. In
general, the third scenario is identified as a critical scenario because it is completely opposite
to the first scenario, containing ten critical conditions.
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