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Abstract

Background and Objective: Informal settlements are considered as centers of danger and
accumulation of various types of social harms and crimes. Therefore these neighborhoods are the
most problematic and venerable compared to other urban neighborhoods. Accordingly, the main
purpose of the present study is to investigate the social harms of the neighborhoods of Ardabil city
with emphasis on urban disadvantaged neighborhoods for future planning.

Method: The present study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of
method, and is classified as a dependency study conducted using a survey method. The statistical
population of the study was 15 informal settlements in Ardabil. The sample size was estimated to be
382 subjects using the Cochran formula. In order to increase the accuracy of the work, a total of 450
questionnaires were selected using a simple random sampling method (each of the target
neighborhoods had 30 questionnaires), and then the questionnaires were distributed and completed.
In order to evaluate the components affecting social harms in the marginal neighborhoods of Ardabil
city, 6 components (economic, environmental, socio-cultural, family, individual-psychological, and
managerial) were used. LISREL and SPSS software were used to analyze the data.

Findings: The results of the sample T-test showed that all the studied components affect the social
harms in the urban disadvantaged neighborhoods of Ardabil because the test results of all variables
were positive and scored more than the median number (3). The significance level of the variables
was also less than 0.05, so the research hypothesis was confirmed at a significance level of 95%.
Considering that all the components had a factor load of more than 0.4, the results of the path
coefficient (B) indicate positive relationships between the research variables. Also, the value of the
RMSEA coefficient was (0.71) and the chi-square coefficient was (35.415), so it can be claimed that
the research model shows good and desirable fit.

Conclusion: In the present study, the highest average is assigned to the economic and managerial
components, and the lowest average is assigned to the individual-psychological component,
respectively.

Keywords: Social harm, marginal neighborhoods, disadvantaged neighborhoods, Ardabil
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