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Abstract

Background and objective: the division of the geographical area of police stations seems to
be necessary to determine the scope of police patrols. The notified and determined
frameworks so far have not been able to determine the effective factors for blocking the
jurisdiction of police stations. On this basis, the present research has explored the effective
factors on the geographical area of police stations in the police command system of Lorestan
province.

Method: The present research is applied in terms of purpose and it is qualitative in terms of
the nature of the data, in the form of an interpretive paradigm of an exploratory type. The
research population includes 24 experts in the prevention police of Lorestan and prevention
police of Faraja who were selected purposefully. Data was collected with semi-structured
interview tool and a thematic analysis was used to analyze the data. Two strategies of external
review and pluralism were used to validate the research model.

Findings: The codes obtained from the interviews with experts indicate that totally 40 basic
themes were identified regarding the factors affecting the geographical area of police stations
in Lorestan province, which were organized in the form of 11 organizing and 5 inclusive
themes.

Conclusion: Based on the findings of the research, factors such as the type of places, roads
and transportation axes, the topography of the jurisdiction, thedisciplinary and security issues
and the resident population were identified, which are effective for blocking the geographical
area of police stations in Lorestan province. Accordingly, by defining a specific score for each
calculated factors and asking for the opinion of the prevention police of ten different
provinces of the country, while confirming the identified factors, it was concluded that the
same blocking cannot be done for the police stations with a single structure. Rather, blocks
should be defined based on the identified factors so that the maximum efficiency in terms of
crime prevention can be obtained for police patrols.
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