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The present research is applied in terms of purpose, descriptive-analytical in terms of type, and informa-
tion gathering; it combines documentary (library) and field methods (based on questionnaire distribution,
observation, and semi-structured interviews). The research approach is a combination of both quanti-
tative and qualitative approaches. The statistical population includes local people and tourism experts,
service owners, and rural development officials of the region. The working method was as follows: firstly,
in the qualitative part, to identify the most important obstacles affecting the sustainability of Oraman
tourism, semi-structured interviews were conducted with the group of service owners, specialists, and
officials, using the snowball sampling method and the theoretical technique. Fundamental analysis was
done and in the next stage using inferential statistics tests (one-sample t and path analysis), the identified
obstacles in the form of a researcher-made questionnaire and random distribution among 310 heads of
households living in the target villages of the tourism in the region, whose number was determined by

Key words: Cochran's method from the size of the community to 1110 people, and 60 people from tourism service
Rural Tourism, owners, tourists, experts, and regional development officials were approved. The research results sum-
Sustainability, Sus- marized the most significant obstacles and challenges for the sustainability of rural tourism in the Oraman
tainable Tourism, : region in four dimensions: economic inadequacies, social inadequacies, institutional inadequacies and
Oraman Villages, © weaknesses, and physical-environmental inadequacies. and the lack of attention and proper government
Sarvabad county © supervision with /486 was the most effective. in the instability of tourism in the region.
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Extended Abstract ing rural development programs is the realization of sus-
tainability. In the meantime, rural tourism is one of the
1. Introduction activities that the people have welcomed in recent years,
and among expanded rural areas, it is necessary to adopt
n the present age, the dominant para- this approach to maintain positive effects and prevent the
digm and the main goal of implement- spread of disturbing tourism.
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One of the important axes of rural tourism in the country
is the Oraman village of Sarvabad county in the west of
Kurdistan province. These villages, which have much po-
tential in the field of tourism, are one of the tourism poles
of the province and country, which annually attracts a
large number of domestic and foreign tourists. Despite the
many potentials for tourism in the region, home-growers
and labor force workers still migrate out of the village and
large cities for employment, and poverty, lack of services
and facilities, and environmental degradation can be real-
ized in the villages' region.

Now, the main issue that is addressed in this study
is,why, based on past research and field visits, and inter-
views with villagers, rural tourism in the Oraman region
has not been able to become a form of sustainable tourism
to lay the groundwork for the economic and social devel-
opment of the villagers in the region. In this regard, the
research questions are as follows:

- What are the most important obstacles to the formation
of sustainable tourism in the Oraman region? and Which
of the obstacles creates the highest level of instability?

- Which of the identified barriers has the most impact on
the current unfavorable situation of tourism sustainability
in the region's villages?

2. Methodology

The present applied research is conducted by descrip-
tive-analytical method and by collecting information in
two theoretical and field sections based on the distribution
of questionnaires, observation, and semi-structured inter-
views seeking to identify the most important factors af-
fecting tourism sustainability in rural areas of Oraman as
one of the tourism destinations in the country, which de-
spite many potentials, tourism still has not a great role to
play in the sustainable development of the villages in the
region.The statistical population, which is a combination
of both quantitative and qualitative approaches, is local
people, on the one hand, and on the other hand, tourism
area experts, service providers, and rural development of-
ficials. Firstly, in the qualitative section of the explorative
method and the snowball sampling method, the most im-
portant barriers affecting Oraman tourism sustainability
were identified using semi-structured interviews with the
group of service owners, specialists, and authorities with
the fundamental theory technique analyzed. In the next
stage, by using inferential statistics (researcher-made and
random sampling), 250 heads of the household out of
3707 were determined using the Cochran method.
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3. Results

The results of the t statistic, with a calculated average of
3/63 and with 99% confidence, show that there are defi-
ciencies, obstacles, and physical and environmental chal-
lenges for sustainability in the Oraman region.. the posi-
tive value of the upper and lower statistics, along with the
desirable statistical value T, at the level of significance of
0/001, confirms the existence of economic disadvantage
as a barrier and a challenge to the progression of tour-
ism sustainability in the village of Oraman.On the other
hand, the identified barriers and challenges, namely, insti-
tutional weaknesses, average 3/48 at a significance level
of 0/001 with a confidence of 99%, indicating that this
dimension and identified variables are also challenged
and the obstacle to the realization of Oraman tourism sus-
tainability was approved and accepted. The dimension of
social deficiencies, with a mean of 3/39 at a significant
level of 0/001 and 99% confidence, was acknowledged
as another dimension and an obstacle to realizing sustain-
able tourism in the Oraman region.

4. Discussion

The study's results summarize the most significant ob-
stacles and challenges facing sustainable rural tourism in
the region of Oraman: economic failure, social failure, in-
adequacies and institutional weaknesses, and physical-en-
vironmental deficiencies. In the area of peripheral-physi-
cal disadvantages, degradation of the natural environment
and rural landscape, inappropriate quality of tourism at-
tractions, lack of transport infrastructure, and lack of ser-
vices and facilities; in the area of economic failures, poor
quality of employment, Weakness in income and prices,
motivation and low willingness of visitors to visit; in the
area of institutional failure, the undesirable performance
of public institutions; and in the social dimension, Weak-
ness in the participation of local people; and Weakness
in advertising, information, and education are influential
factors on the undesirable performance of regional tour-
ism system and instability that lack attention and favor-
able monitoring of the regional government with /468 has
the greatest impact

5. Conclusion

The general result of the research indicates that the cur-
rent conditions of tourism in the region place the sustain-
ability status of tourism in a moderate degree of instability,
and the Butler and Doxy combination model is in a situ-
ation that proposes two scenarios: first, the unsustainable
situation continues, and in fact, the region has reached the
complete tourist instability, and secondly, recovery and
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rehabilitation scenario. In the latter, plans must be made
to exit the existing stagnation and instability to revitalize
regional tourism.
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