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The present study examines the relationship between modernization and political culture among the
villagers of Mako. This study is directed to test the theories of the first and second waves of political de-
velopment. The theoretical framework of the research is based on the theories of Daniel Lerner and Karl
Deutsch and uses Gabriel Almond's classification to measure the variable of political culture. The type of
research is quantitative and it uses the survey technique to collect data. The data was extracted from 381
cases through a questionnaire. The findings show that there is a relationship between political culture
and religiosity, the use of new communication media, and the education of villagers; In this way, the low
and high level of religiosity among the villagers will lead to, respectively, the participatory and parochial

Key words: : political culture. Also, the higher the level of education and the use of new communication media among
Political culture, the villagers, the more the tendency towards the participatory type of political culture. In this way, the
Mass media, Edu- : present research shows that merely being a villager does not mean having a traditional political culture
cation, Villagers, such as a parochial and subjective one, and macro-narratives and essentialist classical theories of politi-
Mako © cal development should be avoided about villagers.
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Extended Abstract and political values of individuals and groups, as well as

a range of acceptable actions. The present research indi-

1. Introduction cates several theoretical considerations: First of all, unlike

the first wave of political development theories and specif-

olitical culture is best understood in ically Lerner's and Karl Deutsch’'s mobilization theories,

terms of the framework providing for mere urbanization and demographic data, respectively,

individual and group political behavior. will not lead to a movement toward participatory political

Political culture may be understood by culture. Based on this logic, the introduction of new com-

the thoughts, attitudes, imaginations munication media in the Iranian world will change the po-
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litical culture of rural areas. Being rural does not necessar-
ily entail a non-participatory political culture. Second, to
explain the political culture of the villagers of Mako City,
a combination of theoretical indicators derived from the
theoretical framework of the current research is needed,
and relying on a single category alone will not explain the
political culture indicators of the present statistical popu-
lation.

2. Methodology

The current research is categorized as quantitative
research and also the survey technique is used to col-
lect data. Necessary information was obtained from the
questionnaire, which was prepared and completed after
the pilot study and pre-test. The obtained information
has been analyzed using SPSS software. Cochran's pro-
portional sample size formula was used to determine the
sample size. So, according to the total population of the
villages of Mako city- 38191 people- the sample number
was estimated to be 381 people. The sampling method is
clustering one. Out of the total of 121 villages in Mako
City, 10 villages were selected based on their geographi-
cal location and by random drawing and data collection of
38 samples in each village. These 10 villages are: Olenler,
Khalkhleh, Beljak, Gamos, Handor, Yakhlagan, Saranj,
Qara Balag, Chamanlo, Tajdo.

3. Results

Findings showthat 75% of Mako villagers' political cul-
ture tends to be participatory, and only about 25% of the
average has been towards the parochial political culture.
Also, according to the categorization, the political culture
of the villagers has been on the border of subjective and
participatory. So, the political culture of Mako villagers
is a combination of subjective and participatory. At the
same time, more than 60 percent of the villagers' religi-
osity tended to be higher, and about 40 percent of their
religiosity was lower than the average. The average score
of religiosity, which shows the balanced and weighted
center of the data, is 81.17, which is very close to the de-
termined average. Also, according to the distribution of
the data, more than 60 percent of the villagers tend to use
their communication media, and about 40 percent of them
are below the average.

4. Discussion

These findings, along with the theoretical considerations
deriving from Lerner and Deutsch’s theories, prove that
by decreasing the influence of modernization elements in
the community, the political culture ruling the commu-
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nity will be further away from the participatory political
culture. More objectively, religiosity as a social variable
that is in opposition to modernization, prevents the direc-
tion of the political culture of the villagers towards the
participatory type of political culture. In contrast to the
religiosity variable, the amount of use of new mass media
and education is significant. These variables are alongside
the modern trend, creating a context to be aware of the
changes and transformations that have taken place in the
modern world and will provide the means to achieve a
participatory political culture even in a rural community.

5. Conclusion

In this research, the average score for the use of mass
media, which shows the balanced and weighted center of
the data, is 14.67, which is very close to the determined
average. As much as the amount of use of the villagers of
Mako exceeds this balance weight, the necessary context
for moving towards a more participatory political culture
will be provided and on the contrary, less use of this me-
dia will make it possible to stay in the traditional world
and the political culture aligned with it, i.e., subjective
and parochial political culture. This is also connected with
the variable of education. In other words, education also
causes a split in the traditional political culture ruling rural
areas and will cause a difference between the political cul-
ture of educated villagers and those without higher edu-
cation. Finally, this research shows that macro-narratives
and essentialist narratives of classical theories of political
development about villagers should be avoided.
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