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Today, the tourism industry is considered one of the fastest-growing economic sectors and one of the
most suitable tools for the regeneration and revival of rural areas to achieve sustainable de-velopment.
In this regard, because of their location, Roadside villages offer tourism services and sell souvenirs and
agricultural and horticultural products to travelers and tourists, which plays a key role in their economic
development. Based on this, the purpose of this research is to identify and analyze the role of tourism
on the economy of Roadside villages in Zanganeh and Gorab, which are located next to the Arak-Malayer
highway. The research method is descriptive and an-alytical. The statistical population is the residents
of Gorab and Zanganeh, 266 households were selected as a sample using the Cochran formula. The
rural tourism economy includes five compo-nents: economic reconstruction, economic sustainability,
agricultural tourism, non-agricultural tourism and local community participation. Data analysis was done
using SPSS and Smart PLS software. The results indicate that providing services to tourists and wayfarers
has a significant effect on the tourism economy of these settlements. Also, by analyzing the R2 criterion,

Key words: the highest impact of services to tourists on economic reconstruction with a value of 0/385 and the
Rural economy, lowest impact on the participation of the local community with a value of 0/241 was obtained. In order
Tourism economy, © to develop the tourism economy of Roadside villages, it is necessary to use the capacities and provide
Diversification, infrastructure and comfort facilities and eco-tourist accommodations in accordance with the environ-
Souvenir, Malayer © mental characteristics.

Copyright © 2023, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
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Extended Abstract the well-being of tourists. If the villages on the way have

tourist attractions, in addition to the role and duties of the

1. Introduction wayside complexes, they are also responsible for other

roles such as accommodation, especial-ly in eco-tourist

ne of the most important infrastruc- accommaodations, buying and providing other necessities

tures of tourism is the stops that provide for travelers, selling souvenirs, and communicating with
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travelers and tourists. Meanwhile, providing services and
selling souvenirs of local products can help the economy
of these villages.

The village of Gorab and the city of Zanganeh have a
high capacity for tourism development due to their role
and function as a road and the presence of natural, cultural
and historical attractions. In addition, they are one of the
production hubs of grapes and raisins in the country in
the field of agriculture. According to the midway position;
The retail economy based on the sale of souve-nirs and
dry goods to travelers and tourists is one of the impor-
tant sources of income for these two settlements. Despite
the many capabilities and opportunities, these settlements
have not been able to make the most of the advantage of
being in the middle of the road and their tourism per-for-
mance. Despite the fact that one of the main activities of
the villagers is based on selling souvenirs to travelers and
tourists on the way, this type of activity has challenges
such as unhygienic, low-quality products, lack of beauti-
ful packaging and high prices of products, which cause
lower sales. This type of product, and as a result, has not
performed optimally in the village economy. On the other
hand, due to the historical heritage and attractive natural
landscape, for travelers who want to stay, these settle-
ments do not have ecotourism accommodations. There-
fore, the main question of the research is, at what level is
the tourism economy of these wayside settle-ments, and
what effect does the service and selling of souvenirs to
tourists and passers-by have on the components of the
tourism economy?

2. Methodology

The current research is of the type of applied studies
and the dominant approach to the research process is
descriptive-analytical, in terms of the implementation
method, it is a combined documentary-survey type and
the method of data collection is a cross-sectional survey.
The statistical population of household head research is
located in Gorab village and Zanganeh city, based on Co-
chran's number formula, 262 households were obtained
as a research sample. The tool for gathering information
is a researcher-made questionnaire, which indicators and
items of rural tourism economy include: economic recon-
struction, economic sustainability, agricultural tourism,
non-agricultural tourism and local community participa-
tion. Data analysis was done using SPSS and Smart PLS
software.

3. Results
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Using the one-sample t-test, the results show that the
average of the research indicators is higher than the aver-
age of the items, and the overall average of the tourism
economy development index was 3.57. Therefore, it can
be concluded that these settlements are in good condition
in terms of economic indicators of tourism.

4. Discussion

In examining the fit of the structural model, the criteria
of Z significance numbers, R? criterion, Q? criterion and
redundancy criterion were used. The t-values indicate the
correctness of the re-lationships between the model con-
structs and the confirmation of the hypotheses related to
them. The R2 criterion was used to check the intensity of
relationships between constructs. According to the route
coefficient data, service to passing travelers and tourists
has a positive and significant effect on rural tourism inten-
tions, so it directly explains 46.2% of the changes related
to the development of the tourism economy. Also, service
to tourists has had the greatest impact on economic re-
construction with a value of 0.385, followed by economic
sustainability (0.37), agricultural tourism (0.363), non-
agricultural tourism (0.352) and finally participation The
local com-munity ranks next with value of 0.241.

5. Conclusion

Villages on the way, especially in tourist areas, in addi-
tion to agricultural activities, provide tourism services and
sell souvenirs and local products to travelers and tourists.
In the current research, the effects of the tourism economy
were investigated and analyzed in the form of five indica-
tors in the settlement between Zanganeh village and Go-
rab village. The results showed that the status of these 5
indicators is favorable and above average. These results

are in agreement with the findings of Zhang & Ryan (2018)

and Chatzitheodoris and Kontogeors (2020), who have dis-
cussed the role and importance of tourism and the pro-
vision of tourism services in the rural economy. Another
result of the research is that services to tourists and sell-
ing souvenirs have had the greatest impact on economic
reconstruction. This result is consistent with the opinions

of (Khani, 2018).

In order to achieve the development of the tourism
economy in these settlements, it is necessary to upgrade
and optimize the existing services. Then he pointed to the
creation and provision of a higher level of existing ser-
vices, which includes accommodation and setting up of
ecotourism residences, holding festivals and seasonal ex-
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hibitions of native products and handicrafts to rebuild the
rural economy.
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