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Highlights

e The current study highlights the critical roles of the physical, activity, and meaning components and their respective
subcomponents in shaping the sense of place, emphasizing their interconnected and dynamic effects.

e By emphasizing the activity-related and physical components of the Bazaar neighborhood, the sense of place can
be enhanced, effectively preventing its physical and social erosion.

e Although the meaning component plays a significant role in shaping the sense of place in the Bazaar
neighborhood, another key finding of this research highlights that the three components—meaning, activity, and
physicality—simultaneously contribute to constructing the sense of place in the Kermanshah Bazaar
neighborhood.

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

Sense of place is a significant concept that profoundly influences the emotional connection of citizens to their city or
neighborhood. The factors that create, enhance, or diminish this sense in individuals are crucial subjects in urban
studies. Neglecting these aspects can lead to the decline of neighborhoods, interpersonal interactions, social and cultural
capital, and other urban elements. Therefore, addressing this issue should be integral to urban planning, design, and
development discourses. The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the factors contributing to the sense of place
in the Bazaar neighborhood of Kermanshah. This neighborhood is one of the oldest areas within the historical fabric
of the city and has played a vital role in urban life over the years. Although Kermanshah’s bazaar and the city have
faced challenges such as physical deterioration, a relative decline in commercial activity due to modern developments
(e.g.,[shopping malls, megamalls), and environmental issues in recent decades, the neighborhood’s ongoing activities,
enduring functions, and dynamic identity remain noteworthy. This study addresses the following research questions:

What are the contributing factors to the sense of place in the Bazaar neighborhood of Kermanshah?

Is the component of meaning more influential in creating and enhancing the sense of place in the Bazaar neighborhood?
Theoretical Framework

The Sense of place

Sense of place arises from an individual's presence within a space, fostering a dynamic interplay between the person
and their environment. This reciprocal relationship influences self-perception, environmental attachment, and the
meaning derived from surroundings. Essentially, "sense of place" reflects an individual's attachment and relationship
with a specific location, encompassing beliefs, emotions, and behavioral commitments related to that environment.
This sense is acquired through a collection of experiences in a place, shaped by all sensory perceptions. Furthermore,
the sense of place promotes the sustainable use of natural resources. A prevailing theory suggests that greater
knowledge and awareness of a cherished place encourages protective behaviors towards it.
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The Place Attachment

Place attachment is a strong bond between individuals and their living environment, influencing their self-definition
and encouraging them to remain and respect the place. This attachment, intertwined with the sense of place, connects
individuals to their surroundings through emotions and conscious awareness. Emotional attachment is a key component
of the sense of place. As attachment strengthens, so does care and attention towards the location. Shared experiences
within a location foster place attachment, shaped by human-place and human-human interactions. Essentially, place
attachment develops over time as individuals connect with their birthplace. This attachment is crucial for continued
presence in the space. Place attachment is significant in place theory as it involves individual identification with specific
locations through people, objects, or memories. Positive interactions with a place strengthen this connection and
contribute to identity formation.

Methodology

This research adopts a developmental-applied approach with descriptive-analytical methods. Initially, a literature
review (documentary research) was conducted to develop the theoretical framework, focusing on the concept of sense
of place and its constituent elements. Based on this framework, the study identified relevant variables.

In the subsequent phase, field survey methods were employed to collect qualitative data related to the study area. The
sample size, based on the population of the Bazaar neighborhood in the historical center of Kermanshah (2,760
residents in 2016), was calculated using Cochran's formula with a margin of error of 0.05, resulting in a sample of 362
respondents.

After distributing the required number of questionnaires, their validity and reliability were assessed using SPSS
software. Cronbach’s alpha results indicated that the questionnaire items, derived from the theoretical framework, were
logically valid. Furthermore, the reliability analysis yielded a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.940, reflecting high reliability.

Results & Discussion

The study’s questionnaire, based on theoretical[ components, criteria, and indicators, was distributed among 362
residents of the Bazaar neighborhood. Descriptive findings reveal the following:

e Physical Component: All indicators and criteria related to visual coherence, physical quality, and visual richness
were evaluated positively. Notably, “availability of green and public spaces” scored higher than other indicators,
reflecting residents’ satisfaction with access to the green space at Taleghani Square in the northern part of the
neighborhood, given the limited greenery within the area.

e Activity Component: Indicators related to accessibility, flexibility, comfort, attractiveness, and social interaction
were positively assessed. Among these, “availability of suitable pedestrian pathways” received relatively higher
scores, indicating the functional suitability of the neighborhood’s short, predominantly organic routes and
residents’ long-term adaptation to them.

e Meaning Component: Indicators such as perceptibility, legibility, symbolism, and identity were rated positively.
Importantly, the indicator “residents’ sense of belonging and commitment to maintaining the neighborhood” scored
higher, highlighting a strong sense of place among the Bazaar neighborhood’s residents.

These findings underscore the enduring significance of the Bazaar neighborhood’s physical, activity, and meaning
components in shaping its sense of place, despite the challenges it has faced over time.

In the structural model of this study, covariance implies that if there is a positive or negative variation in any of the
independent variables (physical, activity, or meaning), the dependent variable (sense of place) will also change
accordingly. This confirms a significant relationship between the dependent and independent variables. Additionally,
the p-value for these relationships must be less than 0.05 to establish a meaningful difference from zero, ensuring the
relationship is statistically significant.

Path 1: This path represents the effect of the physical component on the sense of place, with a factor loading of 0.915.
Among the subcomponents of this factor, visual richness demonstrates the highest impact, with a factor loading of
0.980.

Path 2: This path represents the effect of the activity component on the sense of place, with a factor loading of 0.967.
Within the subcomponents of this factor, the criterion of attractiveness and social sense has the most significant
influence, with a factor loading of 0.979. Additionally, the criteria of flexibility and accessibility follow, with factor
loadings of 0.918 and 0.913, respectively, indicating their substantial influence on the sense of place in the Bazaar
neighborhood.

Path 3: This path reflects the effect of the meaning component on the sense of place, with a factor loading of 0.997.
Remarkably, the highest influence among the subcomponents of this factor is observed in the criterion of perceptibility,
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with a factor loading of 0.917. Furthermore, the criteria of identity and legibility and symbolism rank next, with factor
loadings of 0.902 and 0.869, respectively.

Conclusion

In response to the first research question, "What factors contribute to the construction of the sense of place in the Bazaar
neighborhood?", the findings revealed that all three components—physical, activity, and meaning—play significant
roles. While most indicators exhibited a high level of significance, some were identified as non-significant:

In the physical component: "presence of green and public spaces™" and "beautiful urban views and landscapes in the
neighborhood.” In the activity component: "availability of spaces for entertainment and leisure activities." In the
meaning component: "supervision by residents and municipal authorities." Despite these exceptions, the overall impact
of the components and their related indicators on fostering a positive sense of place was confirmed.

Addressing the second research question, "Is the meaning component more influential in creating and enhancing the
sense of place in the Bazaar neighborhood?", the structural equation model demonstrates that the meaning component
holds the highest influence, with a factor loading of 0.997. The activity component follows with a factor loading of
0.967, while the physical component has the least influence at 0.915.

Based on the findings, the following recommendations are proposed to improve and enhance the sense of place in the
Bazaar neighborhood:

Prioritize green space allocation and ensure equitable distribution within the neighborhood.

e Develop guidelines for the beautification and organization of neighborhood facades as part of urban design
manuals.

o Allocate spaces with the potential to serve as cultural centers and educational hubs for children and adolescents.
e Emphasize the identity of the neighborhood in planning processes, ensuring the preservation of its residents.

e Provide subsidies to empower residents for the renovation and reconstruction of buildings.

¢ Plan for the restoration of culturally significant heritage buildings within the Bazaar neighborhood.

e By implementing these measures, stakeholders can foster a more vibrant, cohesive, and enduring sense of place,
addressing both current challenges and future aspirations for Kermanshah's Bazaar neighborhood.
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