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Highlights

e Based on studies conducted in the analysis of the facades of the studied samples, a semantic duality was found that,
on the one hand, showed a coherent structure that conformed to the physical semantic characteristics of modernism,
and on the other hand, included eclectic, incoherent, and incomprehensible combinations.

e Based on the research results and in accordance with the semiotic layers of architecture, which are defined as
systemic layers, four main combinations were obtained from the study of physical characteristics.

e Using all aesthetic elements along with semantic concepts in accordance with identity can enable people to perceive
the depth of the text in the context of meaning and history, and on this basis, a model can be presented for measuring
the facade of residential buildings.

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

There is no doubt about the lack of identity of fagade of buildings in Tehran, the heterogeneity of culture, climate and
facade. Nevertheless, the origin of these developments in housing architecture, which dates back to the Pahlavi era,
should be reviewed.

The identity of Pahlavi architecture cannot be seen only in the context of entry of modernism in the form of its imported
and authoritarian aspects (Historical Theme).

Also, solely the appearance of nationalism in the works of the first Pahlavi era, or the internationalism of the middle
era, or the attempt for traditionalism in its continuation (aesthetics theme) cannot define the concept of architectural
identity of this era.

Theoretical Framework

The current research has gone beyond description and prescription and has evaluated the second Pahlavi architecture
and its relationship with the society it served, especially that the modern architecture entered Iran without its ideological
components and not due to the change of society.

Amongst the subsequent factors that shall be investigated, from the topics selected based on the Postmodern Theory
book, through the view of Kate Nesbitt, the topic of thematic meaning and history have been selected for further review.

Methodology

! This article is derived from Maryam Amjadi's doctoral thesis entitled “Reflection of the Identity of Modernism in
decoding the Pahlavi 1l Residential Building Facades through Semiotic Approach™ which is being carried out at Islamic
Azad University, Central Tehran Branch.
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The purpose of this research was to identify the effective components of modernism in the facades of buildings in the
sixth district of Tehran during the second Pahlavi era. In the final part of the research, by examining the historical
themes and meaning between the text and form of the facades of selected buildings, the identity of the facades of
residential buildings was introduced, and the impact of the changes of the second Pahlavi Dynasty, as the period of the
arrival of modernism in Iran, was examined based on the impact of historical themes on the anatomical aspects of the
facade.

Results & Discussion

Through the analytical table developed in this research for the codes extracted from the software and the results of
library studies, it is necessary to index components in the analysis of the identity of the buildings. It was generally
stated that these components are included in two physical and non-physical forms or content with the help of Erwin
Panofsky's semiotic method.

Conclusion

Based on this summary, we can conclude that architecture is read as a spatial text that is composed of many layers.
These layers have been connected with each other in a systematic processed way.

Because the elements of the facade, at first glance, lead the viewer to a complicated interpretation. This caused the
audience to have more exposure to the first category of architectures presented to them, all the system and process
layers wew almost equal and superficial. They had less complexity in their design and appeared to be more imitations
which were common to the eye. Such factors, lead to the viewer not the architecture and not having incentive to dive
deeper which in turn result in lack of appeal.
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Reflection of the Identity of Modernism in decoding the Pahlavi Il
Residential Building Facades through Semiotic Approach

Abstract

Every identity crisis in every country is based on important and flowing factors, some of which are general but
some are unique to the characteristics of the country. By examining each element, we can derive to a cohesive
theme through which we can understand and evaluate the historic factors of that era on its construction. Based on
such approach, we can better examine today’s construction and find a better way to modernize construction to
reflect the current era. Iran's contemporary architecture has faced many challenges. Some of these challenges have
come about due to the contemporary historical period and the dominance of the modernity discourse. Others, have
been formed in a special way due to social, political and cultural requirements in Iran. From the interaction of
internal and cultural developments, Iranian identity and the impressions of modernity, a special type of architecture
appeared in Iran, known as “contemporary Iranian architecture”. To a large extent, its identity dimensions through
the lens of semiotics approach, have been neglected by researchers. Hence the idea of this research is based on a
postmodern perspective which has analyzed the architectural identity of the Pahlavi era through the semiotics
approach. Semiotics analysis on the Iranian Architecture will be done on to the most noticeable elements of the
facades of selected buildings from the second Pahlavi period. This was the era of internationalism and the era of
the prevalence of traditionalist trends in Iran. Some of the most prominent residential buildings of this period,
mostly based in 6th district of Tehran, have been thoroughly analyzed. The research method, is qualitative and
inferential, additionally MAXQDA software has been used for the coding purposes. Finally, after examining the
facade from a physical and non-physical perspective using the semiotic method based on Kate Nesbitt's theory,
the present study was able to present a method and model for evaluating the facade and also identify four main
patterns for the facades of this historical period, mentioning their characteristics.
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