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Highlights
e Historical metaphors, particularly tangible metaphors and abstract perceptions of Iran’s past architectural elements,
styles, and forms dominated the design.

e Among the various functions examined, monuments (both monumental and non-monumental) exhibited a higher
usage of symbols compared to other buildings.

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

The need to design memorials as urban, cultural, and social symbols in structures such as war memorials, city and
township entrances, and the entrances of public and cultural buildings like universities and museums dedicated to the
Sacred Defense prompted the authors to examine the reasons behind the success of meaning-making and conveying
meaning to the audience in the works of the modern architecture era in Iran, which are still considered significant works
of Iranian architecture. The findings of this research aim to develop strategies for designing commemorative buildings.
Architecture serves as a medium of mass communication, connecting meaning and audiences across different periods,
even between audiences of different eras. A review and reinterpretation of Iran's modern architecture can play a
significant role in reviving the successes of that period, facilitating an architectural process derived from the identity-
driven works of earlier periods, and enabling meaning-making in today's architectural works. Therefore, the present
research can play a crucial role in interpreting the understanding derived from these layers of architecture and creating
meaning from its inner layers.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical foundation of this research is based on Charles Sanders Peirce's definition of a sign, which, according
to him, has three important aspects: the symbolic aspect, the iconic aspect, and the indexical aspect. The symbolic
aspect is when the signifier does not resemble the signified and does not evoke it unless it is in an individual or
conventional state, which requires learning the relationship. The iconic aspect is when the signifier visually resembles
the signified or evokes it, and the signifier and the signified also resemble each other in the processing of some qualities.
The indexical aspect is when the signifier is directly or somehow visually or randomly connected to the signified, and
this connection is observed or inferred.

To establish the theoretical framework of the research, the types of symbols, metaphors, and icons and their
interrelationships were explained. Types of symbols, based on their outward appearance, are divided into plant forms,
human forms, animal forms, mathematics (including geometry and numbers), colors, historical forms, and archetypes,
which are discussed in this research. Symbolic meanings of non-visual aspects, such as smell and sound, are beyond
the scope of this text. Furthermore, metaphor in this research includes imperceptible metaphor, perceptible metaphor,
and composite metaphor. Since in the iconic sign, there is a similarity between the signifier and the signified, or a
logical relationship between the signifier and the signified is understandable, it can be equated with metaphor. If the
signifier and signified are completely similar, the iconic sign is a visual icon or a direct metaphor. If the signifier is an
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abstraction of the subject, it is considered an indirect or perceptible visual icon, and if it represents a concept as an
image, it is considered an imperceptible icon.

Methodology

This research contributes to expanding the boundaries of knowledge in the field of the relationship between architecture
and semiotics, and thus it is fundamental. The paradigm of this research is interpretive and has been conducted
qualitatively. This research used documentary and library studies to find the theoretical basis of the research. Then,
through the Delphi test and a survey of 15 architectural experts on these signs, the findings were validated. The research
population consists of buildings known as the modern architecture style of Iran, belonging to the first and second
Pahlavi periods. The case studies of the research include 29 buildings from this period with diverse uses, selected based
on random sampling. Documentary studies and field observations were used to complete the data required for
examining the signs. Finally, the research data were analyzed based on descriptive-analytical methods.

Results & Discussion

Given that the focus of this research is the sign, and in commemorative buildings, the role of the sign and the meaning-
making of the work is more prominent than other functions, the buildings under study were divided into two categories:
memorial and non-memorial. Moreover, memorial buildings, both mausoleums and non-mausoleums, differ in design;
because, in mausoleums, the meaning exists in the place before the design of the work, and the place is meaningful to
the audience. In Iran's modern architecture, during the period under review, signs have been widely used. The
examination of the buildings reveals that in this architecture, various types of signs, including indexical, iconic, and
symbolic signs, have been used. The indexical signs used in these buildings are mainly materials and forms that refer
to the climate. The most significant use of signs is the use of iconic visual signs or historical metaphors, which are
mainly perceptible metaphors and abstract interpretations of the forms, styles, and architectural elements of Iran's past.
The iconic visual sign of historical works is more evident in the works of Hooshang Seyhoun than any other architect.
The most commonly used symbols are, in order, historical forms, geometric and numerical forms, color, plant forms,
and archetypes. An example of a symbol or iconic visual sign of the form of the human body and animals is not seen
(except for one example at the entrance gate of the University of Tehran, which resembles a bird's wing). Plant symbols
are seen in decorations derived from traditional Iranian architecture, which are a kind of repetition or abstraction of the
same decorations.

Conclusion

The most significant use of signs relates to historical forms that are employed as symbols and metaphors. Indeed,
historical architectural works of Iran provide the most foundation for the use of signs. However, the use and utilization
of past forms of Iran result from localism under the social conditions of that time. Among the examined functions,
memorial buildings have used signs more than other works. The reason for this is that meaning-making is very
important in this type of building. One of the main goals of memorial buildings is to convey meaning to the audience,
and the only way to convey meaning is through signs. Among the studied works, in the Azadi Tower, all the mentioned
signs, including indexical signs, iconic signs (perceptible and imperceptible metaphors and visual icons), and various
symbols, have been used. The Tomb of Khayyam, the Higher School of Management, and the Museum of
Contemporary Art rank next in order. This finding can be a reason for accepting the Azadi Tower as a national symbol.

It can be said that the diversity of sign usage in an architectural work can play a significant role in its success as a
memorable building and its acceptance in the audience's mind as an urban, cultural, or social symbol. However, other
factors, such as social events, its placement within the urban structure, or the commemoration of an event, also
influence this.
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