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Highlights

e Cities are known as the centers of physical, social and economic development at the global level, and creating
sustainable cities, especially in the social field, is one of the important tasks of societies. And they should be
designed in such a way that all classes of society, of any age, gender and physical ability, feel comfortable and
safe. Public spaces play a key role in this regard.

o Public spaces are places for daily life and individual and collective experiences, and their quality affects the future
of cities. Decreasing the quality of public spaces means losing the ideal urban future.

e Streets, as the most important components of public spaces, are the manifestation of urban life and the place of
social activities.

e The increase of motor vehicles and the limited capacity of the streets have created the need for new approaches in
the design and planning of urban transportation. These approaches should pay attention to balance and social
justice.

e The complete streets approach has been introduced as a new method in the design of urban transportation networks.
This approach deals with designing streets suitable for all citizens, regardless of their age, gender and physical
ability.

Extended Abstract

Intoduction

In recent decades, due to the increase in urban population and the unbridled growth of urbanization and urbanism,
many efforts have been made to create livable cities by emphasizing the place of sustainable public open spaces. Streets
are one of the most important components of public spaces, and in recent years’ special attention has been paid to the
design and planning of these spaces. One of the important principles of livable cities is to pay special attention to the
topics related to their social aspects, that urban streets can provide ideal spaces for increasing social interactions and
developing social sustainability, according to their places inside cities. In the last two decades, the approach of complete
streets based on the design of sustainable streets has been proposed in the world, which provides a new perspective on
designing and planning of streets. In this regard, the main goal of this study is to identify indicators that influence on
the social sustainable development in urban streets with an emphasis on the approach of complete streets.

Theoretical Framework

As one of the key approaches in the development of urban communities, sustainable development responds to current
human needs without destroying the opportunities of future generations. However, compared to the other two
dimensions, the social dimension has received less attention, the importance of which has increased in scientific studies,
especially with regard to contemporary challenges. Social sustainability is defined as social equality, prevention of
deprivations and fair access to urban environments for the active participation of all citizens. This concept includes
actions and policies that improve the quality of life and ensure equitable access to natural and man-made resources. In

! Master Student of Architecture, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architectural Engineering and Urban Planning,
Shahrood University of Technology, Shahrood, Iran.

2*Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architectural Engineering and Urban Planning, Shahrood
University of Technology, Shahrood, Iran; Corresponding Author, Email: a.dehghanm@shahroodut.ac.ir



https://usdjournal.daneshpajoohan.ac.ir/

Journal of Urban Sustainable Development

Vol. 5, No. 16, Autumn 2024, 1-19

the 21st century, streets play an important role in increasing the level of social stability and improving the quality of
life. The Complete Streets approach, introduced in 2003, refers to designing streets that are safe and convenient for all
segments of society. This approach can lead to a reduction in traffic, energy consumption, and air pollution, as well as
help improve public health. Finally, paying attention to social sustainability and designing complete streets can help
create livable communities and increase the quality of life in cities.

Methodology

The research method used in this study in the form of an interpretative paradigm, among the qualitative research
methods, is the Scoping Review method. In this research, an attempt has been made to answer the questions raised by
carefully examining the limited available studies based on Arksey & O'Malley method.

Results & Discussion

Finally, according to the obtained results, identified indicators can be classified into groups including physical factors,
safety and security, economic factors, social and environmental factors.

Conclusion

According to the identified factors, suggestions have been made to strengthen social sustainable development in urban
streets with emphasis on the approach of complete streets.
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