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Abstract

Context and Purpose: This bibliometric analysis explores the evolution of
tourism planning research over the past 44 years (1978-2022).
Design/methodology/approach: The relevant body of literature was screened
with a clearly defined search query in the Scopus database. After checking the
title, abstract, and keywords and removing irrelevant documents, 836 documents
indexed in the Scopus database were analyzed. SciMAT was employed for science
mapping and analyzing thematic networks.

Findings: Results revealed the major thematic networks in five periods. Three
interrelated thematic areas were also identified: tourism management,
sustainable tourism development, and community participation. Among the
identified topics, “tourism stakeholders” has attracted scholarly attention since
the first period and is expected to be one of the main topics in the future.
Conclusion: The analysis of the main thematic networks and thematic areas
revealed several key trends and areas of focus that offer valuable insights into
current and future directions for research.

Originality /value: Although tourism planning dates back several decades, no
comprehensive research has been done to investigate thematic evolutions in this
research field. This study will help inform researchers and activists in tourism
planning and development about future research trends and topics.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Despite several decades of tourism
planning research, a handful of studies
have investigated the historical pathway of
tourism planning theory. However, no
comprehensive research has been done to
examine the thematic evolution of the
studies in this field. This bibliometric
analysis explores the evolution of tourism
planning research over 44 years (1978-
2022) to highlight prominent thematic
developments and identify future research
topics. Specifically, this research answers
the following questions:

1. What have been the major thematic
networks in the "tourism planning"
research field in each sub-period?

2. Which thematic areas can be
identified in the "tourism planning”
research? How has the research
field developed conceptually over
time?

3. What are the potential topics for
future tourism planning research?

2. Research Methodology

A bibliometric analysis of selected records
was conducted. The relevant body of
literature was screened with a clearly
defined search query in the Scopus
database to strengthen the research's
objectivity and decrease bias. The Scopus
database is a preeminent and wide-
ranging abstract and citation database
used extensively for bibliometric studies.
After limiting the keywords to those
related to tourism planning and
development and removing unrelated
documents based on reviewing the title,
keywords, and abstract, 836 documents
were selected for analysis—the retrieved
documents covered the period from 1978
to 2022. SciMAT 1.1.04 was used for science

mapping, applying co-word analysis. The
data are divided into five sub-periods:
1978-2002, 2003-2007, 2008-2012,2013-
2017 and 2018-2022. The first 25 years
provide a reasonable number of
documents for co-word analysis. The five-
year time span for the remaining sub-
periods is common as it allows for enough
documents for analysis. Science mapping
includes three steps: 1) detecting themes
in each sub-period; 2) Identifying thematic
networks based on co-word analysis and
drawing strategic diagrams. Each thematic
network contains several keywords that
are related to each other. The strength of
the link between keywords in thematic
networks is measured wusing the
equivalence index. Each strategic diagram
displays thematic networks that are placed
in four quadrants based on their centrality
and density, namely, motor themes (Ql),
highly developed and isolated themes (Q2),
emerging or disappearing themes (Q3),
and basic and transversal themes (Q4). 3)
Drawing a thematic evolution map and
identifying thematic areas based on the
relationship between themes with
conceptual nexus (common keywords) in
consecutive periods.

3. Research Findings

In the first period (1978-2002), 137
documents were published. Nine research
themes can be observed in the papers
selected in this period. Of these, five were
considered major themes (Ql and Q4):
TOURISM-DEVELOPMENT, KENYA,
CHINA (motor themes), and TOURISM,
COMMUNITY-PERCEPTION (basic and
transversal themes). Based on the
performance indicators (citations and h-
index), the key research themes were
TOURISM-DEVELOPMENT and
TOURISM. Seven themes can be observed
in the 107 papers selected in the second
period (2003-2007). Four could be

Fateme Azizi, Mahmood Ziaee, Fatemeh Shekari. Thematic Evolution of Tourism Planning Research Field



Journal of Tourism Planning and Development Volume 13. Issue 51. Winter 2024. Pages 7 to 42.

considered major: TOURISM-
MANAGEMENT, ECOTOURISM,
DEVELOPING-WORLD (motor themes),
and COMMUNITY (a basic and transversal
theme). These themes also had the
greatest performance measures. Ten
research themes were detected in the 158
papers selected in the third period (2008-
2012). Half of these were motor themes
and had the greatest performance
measures: ENVIRONMENTAL-PLANNING,
ECOTOURISM, DECISION-MAKING,
TOURISM-ECONOMICS, TOURISM-
PLANNING. From 2013 to 2017, ten themes
were identified in 179 documents selected.
Four were considered motor themes:
RECREATION, PLANNING-METHOD,
TOURISM-MANAGEMENT, and
TOURISM-MARKET. COMMUNITY-
PARTICIPATION was also placed between
the first and fourth quadrants. Based on
performance measures, these five themes
can be highlighted as key themes. During
the fifth period (2018-2022), 14 themes
could be recognized within 252
documents. Seven of these were major and
key  themes: HUMAN, TOURISM-
MANAGEMENT, ECONOMIC-GROWTH,
URBAN-PLANNING, ATTRACTIONS,
SCENARIO-PLANNING (motor themes),
and STAKEHOLDER (a basic and
transversal theme).

Based on the thematic evolution map,
the "tourism planning” research in the
investigated period can be categorized
into three thematic areas: 1) “tourism
management,” 2) “sustainable tourism
development,” and 3) “community
participation.” The inclusion index
measures the strength of conceptual
nexus between themes in consecutive
sub-periods. The “tourism management”
thematic area includes TOURISM-
DEVELOPMENT, TOURISM-
MANAGEMENT, DEVELOPING-WORLD,

DECISION-MAKING, TOURISM-
ECONOMICS, TOURISM-PLANNING,
PLANNING-METHOD, TOURISM-

MARKET, ECONOMIC-GROWTH, URBAN-
PLANNING, ATTRACTIONS, SCENARIO-
PLANNING (motor themes), TOURISM and
STAKEHOLDERS (basic and transversal
themes). The “sustainable tourism
development” thematic area contains
primarily motor themes (TOURISM-
DEVELOPMENT, ECOTOURISM,
TOURISM-MANAGEMENT,
ENVIRONMENTAL
RECREATION,

PLANNING,
PLNNING-METHOD,
HUMAN, ECONOMIC-GROWTH,
ATTRACTIONS, COMMUNITY-
PARTICIPATION, SCENARIO-PLANNING)
and two basic and transversal themes
(TOURISM, STAKEHOLDERS). The
“‘community participation” thematic area
includes nine motor themes (KENYA,
DEVELOPING-WORLD, TOURISM-
MANAGEMENT, ECOTOURISM,
ENVIRONMENTAL-PLANNING,
DECISION-MAKING, PLANNING-
METHOD, TOURISM-MARKET,
COMMUNITY-PARTICIPATION) and two

basic and transversal themes
(COMMUNITY, COMMUNITY-
PARTICIPATION).

4. Conclusion

According to the results, the main
developments in the tourism planning
research field took place until the end of
the 1990s, and topics such as urban
planning, system models, integrated,
regional and strategic planning, scenario
planning, = community  participation,
stakeholder involvement, visitor
management, tourism economic planning
and sustainable tourism development have
been highlighted. Although many of these
are still important research topics,
influenced by multiple changes, other
issues such as climate change, adaptive
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management, and resilience have drawn
scholarly attention. Results also revealed
three interrelated thematic areas in the
tourism planning research field during
consecutive sub-periods over the past 44
years: “tourism management,”
“sustainable tourism development,” and
“community participation.” It seems that
the tourist's perceptions and behavior,
economic growth, wurban planning,
scenario planning, and stakeholders are
among the future research topics in the
“tourism management” thematic area.
Regarding “sustainable tourism
development,” it is expected that the
human aspect of sustainable development,
scenario planning, adaptive management,
and stakeholder involvement will receive
more attention from researchers in the
coming decades. Stakeholders have also
been identified as the future research
topic in the “community participation”
thematic area. Stakeholders have been the
common thematic network between all
three thematic areas in the last sub-period
and will be one of the most important
research topics in the tourism planning
field. This basic and transversal theme was

linked to keywords such as strategic
approach, neoliberalism, political
economics, governance, and urban policy.
TOURISM-MANAGEMENT, ECONOMIC-
GROWTH, and SCENARIO-PLANNING
motor themes have also emerged in two
thematic areas in the last period, which
implies their importance for future
research. This study will help inform
researchers and activists in tourism
planning and development about future
research trends and topics.
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! Science Mapping Analysis software Tool
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! Equivalence index
2 centrality

3 density

* motor-theme
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! thematic evolution map
2 conceptual nexus
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P1:
Theme 1978-2002
TOURISM-DEVELOP- ~ QI-133-50-
MENT 10893 #
Q4-61-25-
TOURISM o
CHINA QI-6-5-242
KENYA QI-8-7-207
PUBLIC-SECTOR  Q2-9-4-81
STRATEGIC-AP-
ROACTT Q3-10-8-1197
STAKEHOLDER ~ Q2-5-5-253
COMMUNITY-PER-
CEPTION Q4-9-8-1574
LOCAL-AUTHORI-
s Q3-10-8-397
ECOTOURISM
TOURISM-MANAGE-
MENT
DEVELOPING-
WORLD
COMMUNITY

ATTIDUNAL-SURVEY

MARKETING

SPAIN

ENVIRONMENTAL-
PLAANING

DECISION-MAKING

TOURISM-ECONOM-
ICS
TOURISM-PLAN-
NING

POLICY
SOUTHERN-EUROPE
CANADA

p2:
2003-
2007

Q1-89-41-
6870
Q1-87-41-
6397
Q1-37-19-
2453
Q4-30-21-
3241
Q2-15-12-
2130
Q3-10-8-
325
Q3-9-8-
507

P3: P4:
2008-2012 2013-2017

Q1-126-40-
4955
Ql-154-42-
5414

Q3-14-10-
409

Ql-49-24-
2207
Q1-87-30-
3158
Ql-62-25-
1853
Ql-62-24-
2412
Q3 & Q4-31-
20-1222
Q3-20-12-731
Q2 & Q3-9-
4-235

P5:
2018-2022

Q4-129-17-
1244

Q2-10-5-52

Ql-172-23-
1894
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ECONOMIC-IMPACT
CONFLICT
STRATEGIC-PLAN-
NING

HUMAN

ECONOMIC-
GROWTH

ATTRACTIONS

SCENARIO-PLAN-
NING
RURAL-DEVELOP-
MENT
COMPARATIVE-
STUDY
TOURISM-COMPETI-
TIVENESS
WORLD-HERITAEG-
SITE
ENVIRONMENTAL-
RESOURCES
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Q1-57-26-
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Ql-77-32-
3416
Ql-53-27-
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Q3-25-18-
927
Q3-19-12-817
Q2-8-7-185
Q3-15-10-
375

Q3 & Q4-
38-10-311

Q1-65-16-
803

Q1-87-15-
828
Q1-51-14-
618
Q1-70-14-
630
Ql-64-15-
846

Q3-28-7-215

Q3-24-9-
302

Q3-17-7-186

Q2 & Q3-7-
4-45

Q3-9-5-89
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! Adaptive management
2 Mobility
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! Agent-based modeling
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