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The cultural turn in the discourse of urban studies and attention to maintaining
cultural diversity in the structure of cities has raised the concept of intangible
cultural heritage as a serious matter in the cities. According to the 2003 UNESCO
convention, intangible cultural heritage includes knowledge and skills,
representations and actions that communities, groups, and individuals recognize
as part of their cultural heritage. This issue includes inherited traditions, social
activities and actions, rituals, general knowledge and actions related to nature
and the surrounding world, which are closely related to the sense of identity and
belonging, cultural diversity, and memory and lifestyle in the structure of the city.
Fewer theoretical discussions have been raised about the issue of intangible
urban heritage. This study leaves aside the discussion about what is called visible
and tangible heritage and focuses on its source and origin, that is, intangible

Keywords: heritage. The main scope of this research is a theoretical and conceptual attempt
Intangible cultural to reach a more expanded definition of the inherent characteristics of intangible
heritage, city structure, heritage as a language of understanding that refers to different dimensions of
problem understanding knowing and understanding the urban problem. In addition, this study discussed

the dimensions of understanding intangible heritage in the urban landscape
based on Gadamer's opinions about the dimensions of understanding, which are
related to the three concepts of language, time, and place. Considering the
adaptability and self-regeneration potential of intangible heritage, as well as the
capacity to accompany the contemporary and modern trends of urban life and
the connection with popular culture and everyday life, it can be expanded as a
contextual experience and a social and cultural order of a society. Therefore,
reading "the new intangible heritage" is considered a vital problem for the "new
social order” in cities.
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1. Introduction

The cultural turn in the discourse of urban
studies and attention to the preservation
of cultural diversity in the structure of
cities has raised the concept of intangible
cultural heritage as a serious problem in
the cities of the world in recent years and
has made it the center of attention of
citizens and urban policymakers. In the
2003 convention, UNESCO defined
intangible cultural heritage as including
knowledge and skills, representations and
actions that communities, groups, and
individuals recognize as part of their
cultural heritage. This heritage includes
inherited traditions, social activities and
practices, rituals, events such as festivals,
and overall knowledge and practices
related to nature and the universe around
them. This definition is closely related to
the sense of identity and sense of
belonging, cultural diversity, memory,
cultural knowledge, and lifestyle in the
structure of the city. Although protecting
tangible cultural heritage, such as
historical monuments, is generally one of
the main concerns in urban planning,
protecting and promoting intangible
heritage as part of the cultural rights of
citizens is a relatively new thing. The
problem of intangible urban heritage is
generally a theoretical matter, and there is
no correct understanding of its
complexity. This study leaves aside the
discussion about what is called visible and
tangible heritage and focuses on its source
and origin, that is, intangible heritage. In a
national symposium that was recently held
at Mazandaran University in northern Iran,
some tangible and intangible Iranian
heritage registered in UNESCO, such as
Iranian folk music, pilgrimage to Thaddeus
Church, Qanat in Iran, and other heritage
were discussed. But what caused this
study to be carried out and forced the

researcher to take a step back, "the
question of the nature and importance of
the intangible heritage itself", the reason
for this importance, is something that has
been less discussed. This research
attempts to understand the inherent
characteristics of intangible heritage and
its conceptual development as a language
and framework to understand the urban
problem.

2. Research Methodology
Investigating the intangible urban heritage
is one of the important ways to analyze the
structure of cities. In this research, with an
interpretive approach and with the aim of
explaining the dimensions and nature of
intangible heritage as a tool for
interpreting the city, based on Gadamer's
ideas on "understanding problem", the
dimensions of this problem have been
discussed. Research that looks at the
critique of a concept as a problem
generally does not follow a systematic
method in the majority of quantitative or
qualitative research. The current research
in criticizing intangible heritage has not
dealt with it as a dominant discourse in
urban  studies  because, basically,
understanding the wurban structure
through the lens of heritage has not yet
become one of the dominant and
conventional discourses in urban studies.
In order to provide a conceptual
formulation, first, "intangible cultural
heritage" was discussed in the form of a
problem.  Then, based on the
methodological logic of the research,
while paying attention to the necessity of
understanding the problem, moving from
Gadamer's argument, and explaining the
intangible heritage as a language for
understanding the urban problem, an
effort has been made to understand the
dimensions of this understanding in the
context of the city.
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3. Research Findings

To examine the social and cultural aspects
of the city, the bilateral relationship
between intangible heritage and the city as
a central matter of this study was
investigated. Heritage was discussed as a
social structure, as a "special way of
understanding”, as an important part of
the citizens' mental map, and as a way to
understand the landscape. Gadamer
considers the characteristics necessary
for understanding affected by time,
tradition, language, and situation. He
defines understanding as a kind of
theoretical knowledge, as well as the
positioning of the interpreter. Intangible
heritage is closely related to time,
language, and place. Our discussions show
that intangible heritage cannot have
absolute historical continuity and also
absolute universality.

4. Conclusion
What distinguishes the concept of the
intangible cultural heritage of the city as a

cultural issue from the tangible urban
heritage is its dynamism, flexibility and
adaptability,  self-reconstruction and
dialectic, and its capacity to accompany
the current and modern trends of urban
life. The tying of intangible heritage with
popular culture and daily life, diversity and
variety, while being special, has turned it
into a transdisciplinary issue and a social,
anthropological, cultural, political,
economic, generational, artistic, historical,
and modern issue. Therefore, it can be
called a "modern urban myth", that is, a
contemporary product and production
adopted from the past.
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