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Cities are always dynamic and changing over time; following the strengthening of
cities, sociocultural issues such as development, vitality, social justice, etc., have
been raised in cities. Therefore, the aim of this research is to analyze the main
components of sociocultural approaches to urban development in Isfahan city.
This study is developmental-applicative in terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical in terms of nature. Data were collected from documentary-library and
field methods (questionnaire). The studied communities were trustees and
experts, and the sample size of experts and trustees was determined and
completed using the snowball method of 50 and 62 questionnaires. Data were
analyzed using EXCELE, GIS software and SWARA, BWM, ANP, and Scalogram
techniques. The results show that in the Swara technique, environmental
protection with 0.1798, sense of belonging to the city with 0.1831, organizing

Keywords: leisure time with 0.1826, insurance and recreation with 0.1829, locating
Social justice, vitality, emergency relief centers with 0.1824, and organizing people communication with
social development, officials with 0.1828 have gained the most weight among other indicators. Also,
cultural development the social dimension with a weight of 0.4000 is ranked first according to the

results of the BWM technique. According to the results of the ANP technique,
regions 15, 14, 13, 11, 7, 2, and 9 are less developed than other regions. Based on
the results of the scalogram technique, the areas of Isfahan are categorized into
five levels, from very rich to very deprived. Regions 7, 14, 15, 2, 9, and 11 have also
been placed at the deprived to very deprived level. Therefore, it showed the
necessity of the managers and officials of urban planning and development to
prioritize areas 7, 14, 13, 15, 2, 9, and 11.
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1. Introduction

Today, the rate of urbanization has
increased to 55.3%. Meeting the basic
needs of the growing urban population
while ensuring the integrity of vital
ecosystems, dealing with climate change,
and promoting economic productivity and
social inclusion is one of the major
challenges of our time. Most development
and environmental projects often focus on
the distribution of benefits while paying
less attention to the more complex issues
of socio-political discrimination and
unequal participation. Considering the
problems faced by the cities and the
conditions that have arisen in the world,
many measures have been taken in the
field of sociocultural development.
However, it should be noted that the
development of every city depends on its
citizens and facilities. Due to the
importance of the subject under study, the
present research first determined the
importance of the indicators and criteria
under study. Then, based on the criteria
and sub-criteria of the study, the fifteen
districts of Isfahan city were prioritized
and determined in terms of sociocultural
development. Finally, the areas of Isfahan
city were stratified according to the level
of sociocultural facilities and services
according to five levels, from very rich to
very deprived.

2. Research Methodology

This  research is  developmental-
applicative in terms of purpose, and
descriptive-analytical and causal in terms
of nature. Information was collected
through documentary library and field
methods. The information was classified
using various software such as EXCE, GIS,
etc.  Quantitative and  qualitative
techniques such as SWARA, BWM, ANP,
and scalogram were also used to analyze
this research. The goal was to obtain the

best strategies from the information
gathered from different methods.

3. Research Findings

According to the results of the SWARA
technique, Isfahan city has performed
poorly in the field of indicators of different
options as alternatives to chemical
substances, learning from the experiences
of other communities, providing
consulting services, pricing structure of
land and housing, preparing a
comprehensive risk map, and gaining
citizens' trust in officials. Therefore, while
strengthening other indicators in the city
of Isfahan, officials and planners should
prioritize the mentioned indicators. Also,
based on the results of the BWM
technique, urban planners and designers,
in addition to prioritizing economic
criteria, should provide the basis for the
growth of the city in other discussed
criteria (cultural, physical, environmental,
management-political, and social). Based
on the results of the ANP model, it was
found that there is no balance between the
regions of Isfahan in terms of sociocultural
development, and regions 15, 14, 13, 11, 7, 2,
and 9 are less developed than other
regions. According to the results of the
scalogram technique, 40% of the 15
regions under study are under deprived
and very deprived levels

4. Conclusion

Urban planners, in different periods of
time, consider the evaluation of the
development of cities to be one of the
most important factors for organizing the
situation of cities and creating stability.
Therefore, the present research
examining the components of
development in Isfahan city indicates that
based on the results of SWARA, BWM, ANP,
and Scalogeram techniques, criteria and
sub-criteria in urban areas have different

Masoud Taghvaei, Fatemeh Ghasemi Alvari. Analysis of the Main Components of Sociocultural Approaches in Urban
Development (A Case Study: Isfahan City)

Urban Stucture and Function Studies



»\\\:'///‘ Urban Stucture and Function Studies
USFS
A T

Volume 12. Issue 42. 2025. Pages 151 to 190.

importance weights. City officials and
planners should consider this issue and
prioritize areas 7, 14, 13, 15, 2, 9 and 11.
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