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Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, rural areas in Iran have been neglected in terms of development, with a
focus on agriculture as the only means of progress. This has led to a lack of
understanding among visitors about what rural areas offer as tourist destinations. The
absence of a strong tourism brand for these destinations hinders potential tourists from
forming a connection and incentive to visit. Due to the lack of investment and
development in rural tourism services and facilities in Isfahan province, this study aims
to prioritize key factors in branding rural destinations in the region. The main research
question focuses on identifying the most effective variables in the slow tourism brand
model for rural destinations in Isfahan province.

Materials and Methods

This study is practical in purpose and uses a descriptive-analytical method. The
statistical population consists of tourists from 19 selected villages in Isfahan province. A
sample size of 384 households was selected using a systematic random method. Data
was collected through questionnaires, interviews, and observations.

Results and Discussion

Analysis of responses from tourists indicates that the slow tourism product in Isfahan
province falls below satisfactory levels in various dimensions, including historical-
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cultural components, natural resources, leisure, hospitality, environment, accessibility,
acceptance, services, and value for money. The decision-making level component shows
a satisfactory level, while other components of the slow tourism process do not meet
desired standards.

Conclusions

To enhance the tourism brand of rural destinations in Isfahan province, destination
management organizations and planners must understand the tourism potential of these
areas and prioritize key factors in branding. Strategic planning, introducing new forms of
tourism, organizing festivals, and utilizing innovative advertising methods are essential
for the development of slow tourism in rural areas. Success in establishing a slow
tourism brand depends on effective interaction between key factors and careful
consideration of future prospects.
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