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Abstract

Simin Behbahani (1927-2014) was a renowned contemporary Iranian poet who addressed a
variety of social issues and problems in her poetry. She extensively used symbols, making
her one of the contemporary symbolist poets. This descriptive-analytical study, based on
library documents and resources, examines the plant and animal symbols in Simin
Behbahani’s poems to determine their types, frequency, and functions. The results of this
study reveal that Simin Behbahani utilized 28 different plant symbols and 22 different animal
symbols in her poetry. Plant symbols appeared 64 times, while animal symbols appeared 95
times. Behbahani used various plants and animals as symbols to convey her intended social
concepts. In her works, Behbahani used plant symbols to represent ideas such as “freedom”
and “martyrdom”. Animal symbols, on the other hand, often conveyed the concepts of
“freedom” and “oppression”.
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Social Symbolism, Plant Symbols, Animal Symbols, Poetry, Simin Behbahani.
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