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A Legal Analysis of Conflict of Interest Management in the
Public Sector: A Case Study of the Iranian Legal System
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Abstract

Family appointments, favors, lobbying, and rent-seeking shareholdings of parliamentary
representatives have occupied the minds of anti-corruption researchers. The footprint of many
corruptions can be traced back to the keyword “conflict of interest”. The existence of a conflict
of interest is not equivalent to the occurrence of corruption, but undoubtedly, the greatest factor
in corruption is the existence of various conflict of interest situations that place an individual at
a crossroads between personal and national interest. Although in an Islamic society, piety, inner
control, and moral qualifications are conditions for holding positions, relying on moral virtues
does not negate the government’s responsibility to eliminate situations that give rise to conflicts
of interest.

The main research question is: What factors have caused the emergence of conflicts of inter-
est in Iran to such an extent that one can speak of the alarm of a crisis in the Iranian political and
administrative system? This article, which has analyzed the library resources on this subject using
a qualitative method, seeks to investigate the main causes of corruption arising from conflict of
interest situations with a legal approach in three areas: normative causes: resulting from a lack of
adequate lawmaking; structural causes: arising from cases such as the combination of rule-mak-
ing, executive, and supervisory positions; behavioral causes: resulting from matters such as a lack

of adherence to professional ethics.
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