Criminal Law Research (vol. 15, No. 2, Serial 30, Fall(2024) Winter 2025) 1127

4 DO0I: 10.22124/j01.2024.26981.2457

7 @

University of Guilan  Iranian association of penal law

Research Article

Criminal law Research

A Biannual Journal
Vol . 15, No.2, Fall (2024) & Winter 2025(Serial 30)

The Ideal Model Of Responding To Children And Adolescents’ Crimes;
A Case Study Of the Juvenile Court Of Yazd City, Iran, 2022.

1. Fateme Mohammadi Dahaj,
PhD student in Criminal Law and Criminology, Meybod University, Meybod, Iran.

2. Mohammad Reza Rahmat ©D<
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Meybod University, Meybod, Iran.
( Corresponding Author: rahmat@meybod.ac.ir)

3. Nafise Motavalizade
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Meybod University, Meybod, Iran

4. Mohammad Nazarinidushan
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Meybod University, Meybod, Iran

| Submit Date:2024/03/09 | Accept Date:2024/12/06

Responding to the crimes of children and adolescents by considering their physical, mental and family
conditions has an effective role in deterring and preventing the repetition of crimes. There are
different models in this regard. The purpose of this research is to identify the best model of
responding to the crimes of children and adolescents. For this purpose, welfare models, criminal
justice, minimum intervention, restorative justice and risk management models have been examined.
The data of this research has been collected through library sources and by studying 100 cases from
the Yazd judiciary. Examining these data using a descriptive-analytical method shows that the model
of minimum intervention is the dominant model of these cases. It seems that the Juvenile Criminal
Court should use a combined response pattern to issue a verdict, which includes a set of useful
indicators of different models, and the Yazd Justice Department should provide the necessary
platform in this regard by concluding a contract with specialized bodies.

Response Model, Juvenile Crimes, Minimum Intervention Model, Criminal Justice
Model, Restorative Justice Model.
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1. Introduction

Crimes committed by children and adolescents are increasing in today's societies, and finding the
cause and prevention is one of the solutions to deal with this social problem. How to react to criminals
in general and children and teenagers in particular, has a significant impact on reducing crime and
rebuilding the future of these people. Different answers are considered in each country according to
economic, political, social and cultural conditions. Reactions that have a common goal are placed in
certain formats and thus different response models are presented. Studying and examining each
subject methodologically provides the possibility to compare the model governing the legislative and
judicial criminal policy.

2. Methodology

The research method in terms of the goal and based on the achievement is in the category of
developmental research and in terms of data collection, it is the "explanatory content analysis"
method. Each unit of analysis in this research is a case with an emphasis on its written judgment.
After collecting the information, the data was analyzed through SPSS software. In this research, the
data has been analyzed and coded one by one. The statistical population of the current research is the
cases of the Yazd, Iran Juvenile Court. 100 cases were randomly selected from the cases with the date
of crime 2022 and studied. Data collection in this research was done by attending the Juvenile Court
of Yazd city, Iran and studying the cases of this court, and the library sources were used to collect the
data for the theoretical foundations of the research.

3. Results and Discussion

According to the studies conducted, there are various types of criminal justice models for children,
including criminal justice models (punishment), rehabilitation model (welfare), minimum intervention
model, restorative justice model, and risk management model. In this research, the foundations of
these models and their prominent and important indicators are determined and these indicators are
measured in each case, and it is determined which is the ruling model and the application of these five
models in the system of proceedings by judges. Researchers have already investigated and analyzed
the basics of these models in the juvenile criminal justice system. What distinguishes this article from
the research related to the punishment of children and adolescents is the field study of related cases in
the Yazd, Iran judiciary and the proposal of a combined model of responding to crime, which has
been neglected before.

By examining articles 88 and 95 of the Islamic Penal Code approved in 2013, it can be said that the
legislator has considered a combination of criminal justice, restorative justice and minimum
intervention model for children and adolescents. Although by examining the laws, we can find out the
pattern governing the legal criminal policy, but this does not mean that the courts also follow the same
pattern. Studying the model governing the judicial criminal policy makes it possible to give
appropriate answers to the following questions: 1. What is the model of responding to the crimes of
children and adolescents in Yazd, Iran Juvenil Court? 2. What is the suitable model of the criminal
justice system for children and adolescents considering their physical and mental conditions?

4. Conclusions

According to the determined charts and indicators, the votes issued in relation to the crimes
committed by children and adolescents in most cases are in accordance with the model of restorative
justice and minimum intervention. In the judgments related to them, in case of conviction, the
minimum possible amount has been taken into consideration and in most cases, the execution of the
punishment has been suspended and the alternative punishment of imprisonment has been used. Some
of the ruling indicators in other models, such as the use of a consultant in the hearing (rehabilitation
model) have been used in the case of children and adolescents, but the models of rehabilitation and
risk management are not obvious approaches in this court.

It is suggested that the judges of the Juvenile Criminal Court use a combination of response model
indicators or a combined response model to punish children and teenagers. In such a way that the
positive indicators of each of the models are identified and a combination of them is used in
responding according to the conditions of the child or teenager. For example, the risk management
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model should be used in connection with the identification of dangerous groups and neighborhoods
with the highest rate of crime.

The noteworthy point is that it seems the Juvenile Court of Yazd City, Iran does not pay much
attention to the root causes of crime or the treatment of children and adolescents, and referral to
counseling and rehabilitation centers is not on the agenda in any of the examined votes. The votes
issued are mostly with the approach of punishing and restraining the child, but it is a good suggestion
to issue votes that, in addition to punishment, have an educational aspect for better understanding of
social issues. In this regard, the consultant's suggestion is educational activity in the Red Crescent and
free services. Currently, Yazd Justice does not have a contract with a specific human organization to
cooperate in relation to the treatment, counseling and social activities of children and adolescents. As
a result, the biggest concern in this regard is the return of the child to the society without treatment or
correction, so it is suggested that the Yazd, Iran judiciary, while concluding a contract with competent
authorities, provide the conditions for the use of welfare model indicators such as medical and
psychiatric services.
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