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Abstract

The port of Bushehr in the Persian Gulf is a treasure trove of history and civilization that has
witnessed significant events over the centuries. This article explores the ancient heritage of
this port and its role in archaeology. Archaeological excavations in Bushehr, which began in
the late 19th century, were led by German, French, and Iranian scholars. These investigations
led to the discovery of Elamite tablets and inscriptions, offering new insights into Elamite his-
tory and civilization. French archaeological missions, headed by Maurice Pézard, unearthed
unknown chapters of Elamite history on the northern shore of the Persian Gulf. These dis-
coveries highlight the significance of Bushehr as a major cultural and historical center in the
region. Yaghmai’s excavations at the Achaemenid palaces of Sang-e-Siah and Bardak Siah,
played a crucial role in unveiling hidden aspects of Achaemenid history and reviving the na-
tional identity of Iranians in the southern and coastal regions of the Persian Gulf. Overall, this
article demonstrates that Bushehrs strategic location has made it a focal point for regional
powers throughout history, and archaeological explorations in the province, including Dasht-
estan, have yielded valuable information about ancient Iranian civilizations.
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