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Abstract

Shahdad is one of the prehistoric sites in southeastern Iran, where the discovery of a large
number of objects related to daily life, especially ceremonial objects, from a cemetery indicate
that the city had an important place in the interregional exchange during the Bronze Age.
A group of stone objects from Shahdad are objects made of chlorite stones. Chlorite stone
objects are scattered almost throughout the eastern and northeastern regions of Iran, and
these examples in Susa, Tepe Yahya, various sites on the Persian Gulf and Mesopotamia, and
the north of the Arabian Peninsula led to the invention of the term “intercultural” for them,
but with the discovery of their main production center in the Jiroft Plain, this theory was
rejected and archaeologists applied the new term “Jiroftian” to this group of objects. Chlorite
stone is found in dark green, black, and gray colors, and its mines are found in several places in
Kerman, including the Orzueeyeh Garden Tower. All three colors of chlorite are seen among
Shahdad objects which this article deals with.
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Introduction

The Iranian plateau can be imagined as
a huge bridge between Asia and Europe,
which is the same position it has had
in history. One-fourth of this plateau is
made up of desert with an area of ap-
proximately 400 thousand square kilo-
meters (Godarzinejad, 1968:1) and can be
imagined as huge seas full of soil, sand,
and salt, on the edges of which large res-
idential centers and caravan routes arose
and since prehistoric times, by establish-
ing commercial/cultural and social rela-
tions with each other, they created a vast
and powerful historical image that later
came to be called Iran.

Initially, southeastern Iran was in-
troduced as an eastern extension and a
peripheral province of the Elamite civ-
ilization, but the findings of Shahdad
prove that in the second half of the third
millennium BC, southeastern Iran was
the site of major political and economic
developments and, from a cultural per-
spective, was the main point of contact
with other centers of eastern Iran. With
the excavations and research conducted
in recent years in Shahdad and other set-
tlements of the third millennium BC in
eastern Iran, important aspects of Shah-
dad’s material culture have become clear-
er today.

The connection between Bactria—
Margiana products and Shahdad objects
is very evident in terms of iconography
and technology used in the manufacture
of the most complex metal and stone ob-
jects, from seals to ornaments, from met-
al vessels, and it cannot be easily consid-
ered only as the result of trade exchanges,
but attention should also be paid to some
other common elements that have pene-

trated the ancient social systems of these
regions. Shahdad probably became one
of the largest urban realities in eastern
Iran around 2300 BC, and this is when
the Shahr-i Sokhta fell into disrepute and
was removed from the geopolitical land-
scape of eastern Iran.

Shahdad

The Shahdad archaeological site is locat-
ed in the northeast of Kerman in the old
city of Khabis (Hakemi, 1972: 2). This site
was discovered during geographical sur-
veys in Dasht-e Lut (Lut Desert) by the
Geography Department of the Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, University of
Tehran (Mostofi, 1972), and then a series
of archaeological excavations were con-
ducted there under the supervision of Ali
Hakemi from 1968 to 1975 (Hakemi, 1997
and Hakemi, 1972), and thereafter, for
three seasons, another Iranian archaeol-
ogist, Mir Abedin Kabuli, excavated the
residential areas there (Kaboli, 2015).

Ali Hakemi excavated 382 graves in
the Shahdad cemetery and dated them
to the late third millennium. In addition
to objects used in daily life, these graves
contained valuable gifts, including var-
ious metal objects such as vessels, tools,
flags, as well as decorations and beads
made of semi-precious stones and clay
and stone models of religious buildings.
In addition, a large number of relative-
ly large and painted human statues in a
state of prayer have been found in these
graves. It seems that this third millenni-
um settlement was developed simulta-
neously with the cemetery in an area of
several hundred hectares, in which xa
hectare one can see traces of industrial
work and operations, structural remains,
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thousands of broken pieces of semi-pre-
cious beads, hundreds of metal pieces,
and incomplete and unfinished chlorite
and marble objects.

Among the various objects of this city,
in addition to precious sculptures and
the oldest Iranian flag, various jewelry,
and artistic and beautiful metal objects,
there is also a group of functional objects
that require further examination, namely
stone objects, mainly chlorite and marble
objects, including bowls, mortars, glass-
es, beads, figurines and statues, ritual ob-
jects made of chlorite and marble similar
to those found in other prehistoric sites
in southeastern Iran and settlements
such as Shahr-i Sokhta, Tepe Yahya, and
the Konar Sandal site.

The Shahdad cemetery is a very rich
one, in addition to objects used in daily
life, a large number of dignified objects
made of metal, clay, marble, stone, mosa-
ics, paintings, and semi-precious stones
such as lapis lazuli, azurite, turquoise,
and agate have been discovered from
there. A group of exceptional objects
from Shahdad, the likes of which have
not been found in other ancient sites on

the Iranian plateau, are clay and some-
times painted human statues that were
placed inside the graves and are likely to
be the remains of the deceased.

Conclusion

The Kohl container is in the form of
building models and most likely tem-
ple models. Drawing the construction
patterns of buildings on chlorite vessels
was common in the second half of the
3rd millennium, and in addition to the
example obtained from Tepe Yahya, nu-
merous examples of temple models have
also been obtained from excavations of
the Konar Sandal in Jiroft. The continuity
and presence of this tradition is also seen
in Shahdad in the form of small build-
ing models. It seems that these models
represent the buildings of rain temples,
which were a kind of place to collect and
store rainwater. The discovery of a mul-
titude of objects related to daily life, and
especially luxury objects, from the Shah-
dad cemetery shows that this city had an
important position in the interregional
exchange system during the Bronze Age.
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Fig. 2. Metal Plates with Embossed Figure of Snakes, Scorpions, and Fish (Hakemi, & S. Sajjadi, 1989)
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(Hakemi 1997: 368. Gp.10) < c(tori 1992. Fig. 103
Fig. 3. Decorative Axes. A. Jiroft (Jiroft Archaeological Museum), B. Central Asia (Ligabue- Salvatori 1992. Fig.
103), C (Hakemi 1997: 368. Gp.10)
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(Hakemi, 1997) 3)4gs g5
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Fig. 4. Metal Flag of Shahdad (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 5. Industrial and Semi-precious Stones used in the Ancient World: A. Obsidian from the Mines of Armenia. B.
Lapis lazuli from the Mines of Kouh Baba in Badakhshan, Afghanistan. C. Chlorite from the Mines of Bagh Borj-e
Orzueeyeh in Kerman.
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Fig. 6. Mines of Bagh Borj-e Orzueeyeh in Kerman (Google map)
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Fig. 7. Gray Chlorite Plate, burial No. 193 (Hakemi, 1997: Fq). Chlorite Plate Discovered from the Jiroft Plain (Jiroft
Archaeological Museum, Design: Hadith Kamali)
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Fig. 8. A. Gray Hemispherical Chlorite Bowl, Burial No 361; Group Fj.1 B. Gray Hemispherical Chlorite Bowl,
Burial No 309, Group Fj.2 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 9. Jiroft, Gray Hemispherical Chlorite Bowls, Harandi Garden Museum, Kerman, A. No. 8391, B. No. 8370
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Fig. 10. Cylindrical Bowl of Gray Chlorite with Inscriptions, Burial No. 4 (Hakemi, 1997: Fd.1)
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Fig. 11. A. Black Chlorite Vase with Spindle-shaped Body. Burial No. 322, Group Fi.1, B. Gray Chlorite Vase, Burial
No. 157, Group Fi.3 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 12. Painted Green Chlorite Pots: A. Burial No. 292, Group Fmz, B. Burial No. 178, Group Fnm (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 1. Spherical Jars with Open Mouths and Flat Bottoms. A. Gray Jar, Burial No. 331, Group Fl.2; B. Black Chlorite
Jar, Burial No. 354, Group Fl.3 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 14. Cylindrical Jars. A. Painted Gray Cylindrical Jar, Burial No. 325, Group FL.7; B. Plain Gray Cylindrical Jar.
Burial No. 27, Group F1.6 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 15. Cups. A. Inscribed Gray Chlorite Cup. Burial No. 125, Group Fh.2, B. Plain Gray Chlorite Cup. Burial No 63,
Group Fd.2, C. Plain Gray Chlorite Cup, Burial No. 191, Group Fh.1 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 16. Box, A. Black Chlorite Box, Four-chambered Burial, burial No. 116, Group Fk.4; B. Gray Chlorite Box,
Four-chambered Burial, Burial no. 120, Group Fk.6; C. Gray Chlorite Box, Two-chambered Burial, Burial No. 168,
Group Fk.5 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 1. Box, A. Black Chlorite Box, Four-chambered, Burial No. 116, Group Fk.4; B. Gray Chlorite Box, Four-cham-
bered, Burial No. 120, Group Fk.6; C. Gray Chlorite Box, Two-chambered, Burial No. 168, Group Fk.5 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig.17. Inscribed Boxes. A. Gray Chlorite Box with a Checkerboard Pattern, Burial No. 116, Group Fk.o, B. Gray
Chlorite Square Lid, Burial No. 35, group Fk.g (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig.18. Black Chlorite Box with Checkered Pattern, Burial No. 166 (Fk.11 Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 1. Broad-shouldered Cube Perfume Jars. A. Gray Cube Perfume Jar. Burial No. 338. Group Fn.5; B. Black Cube
Perfume Jar. Burial No. 365, Group Fn.2; C. Black Cube Perfume Jar. Burial No. 95, Group Fn.3 (Hakemi, 1997)
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(Hakemi, 1997)

Fig. 21. Makeup Box. A. Burial No. 212, Group Fo.7, B. Burial No. 310, Group Fo.17, C. Burial No. 57, Group Fo.4, D.
Burial No. 291, Group Fo.20, E. Burial No. 194, Group Fn.g, G. Burial No. 257, Group Fo.16 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 22. A. Burial No. 235, Group Fo.11, B. Burial No. 116, Group Fo.12, C. Burial No. 39, Group Fo.2, D. Burial No. 179,
Group Fo.10, E. Burial No. 74, Group Fo.3, G. Burial No. 140, Group Fo.6 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 1. Chlorite Makeup Box from the Jiroft Plain, Harandi Garden Museum, Kerman, No. 8760
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Fig. 24. Facade of a Building on a Fragment of a Chlorite Vessel from Tepe Yahya (Lamberg-Karlovsky, 1970)
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Fig. 1. Facade of Three Buildings on Cylindrical Containers Found in the Jiroft Plain (Majidzadeh, 2003)
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Fig. 26. Chlorite Replica of a Rainwater Temple Found in Jiroft Plain No. 64 (Jiroft Archaeological Museum)
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Fig. 27. Burial Clay jar No. 193 (Hakemi, 1997: Db. 5)
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Fig. 28. Makeup Box/Mockup. A. Burial No. 338, Group Fp.5, B. Burial No. 122, Group Fp.3; C. Burial No. 72, Group
Fp.4, D. Burial No. 122, Group Fp.2; C. Burial No. 261, Group Fp.1 (Hakemi, 1997)
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Fig. 29. Makeup Box, Shahdad's replica (Hakami, 1972: 15)
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