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Abstract

Persia and Greece have been the two great civilizations to reckon with, and both, played a
valuable role in the ancient world at least since the 6™ century BCE. The proximity of these
two lands led to many political and cultural relations in ancient times, with both influencing
each other in different domains. Although Iran-Greece wars incurred great financial and hu-
man losses on both sides, at least in Greece, they caused self-confidence, especially helped it
flourish in art, especially in the field of sculpture. Works of Greek culture have been found in
Iran that can be divided into 3 categories. The first is objects that have a Greek theme, creat-
ed by the Greeks and for the Greeks. The second category is works that, although they have
a Greek theme, have been imitated by the Iranians. The third category is motifs that have a
Greek origin but have been imitated by the Persian people.
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Introduction

There is no doubt that the world’s two
great civilizations, Iran and Greece,
played an important role in the ancient
world at least from the sixth century
BC onward. When Cyrus the Great con-
quered Lydia, the proximity between
ancient Iran and Greece was realized.
Apparently, this proximity increased the
recognition of the two great civilizations
for each other even more than before.
In fact, the background for the hostile
encounters that later occurred between
Iran as a representative of the East and
Greece as a representative of the West
took shape during these years. Although
the wars between Iran and Greece caused
great financial and human losses for both
sides, at least in Greece they caused
self-confidence. At the same time, they
led to the flourishing of art, especially
in the field of sculpture. The Greeks had
come to believe that they owed their
victory in the war with Iran to the help
of the gods. The general mobilization to
thank the gods and build temples and
statues on a large scale put this art on the
right track.

Greek Monuments in Iran

Greek Inscription on a Column Base
from the Achaemenid Period in Susa
During the excavations in Susa by Wil-
liam Kennett Loftus in 1850-1852, works
such as an inscription in Greek was
found, which was written on a column
base of the Achaemenid Palace (Fig. 1).
The text of the inscription was: “Pythag-
oras, the son of Aristarchus, captain of
the body-guard (in honor of) his friend
Arreneides, son of Arreneides, Governor
of Susiana”.

Marble Statue of Borazjan

This statue, made of marble, was found
during a farming process in Borazjan.
This stone was probably extracted from
the mines of Greece (Rahbar, 1999: 192).
The statue consists of three parts but
made as a single unit. A staff is attached
to the goat skin with several knots. In the
upper part, a naked man is seen, a large
part of which is broken, which can be
said to be a Satyr. The statue can be con-
sidered Marsyas, one of the satyrs, sitting
on a symbol of Pan. This statue probably
belonged to a temple in the Borazjan.

Greek Inscription of Nahavand

An inscription in Greek script and lan-
guage was discovered by chance in 1943
from the Dokhwharan neighborhood of
Nahavand. Louis Robert translated the
inscription into French in 1949, and Ali
Hakemi translated it into Persian (Hakemi,
1959a: 4). The inscription has 32 lines and
is decree from Antiochus III, the Seleucid
king, to a regional satrap. The king ordered
that since the sister-queen had been elect-
ed as the high priestess of the city of La-
odicea, he should increase her honors and
engrave the decree on a stone and install it
in front of the largest temple in the city of
Laodicea (Nahavand) (Fig. 10).

Hermes Statue

A small bronze statue was found in 1948
from the Dokhoharan site in Nahavand,
measuring 9.5 cm tall. The statue depicts
aman wearing a hat and with his braided
hair visible in front. He has wrapped his
Himation around his body, yet his mas-
culinity is visible. A state of stillness and
tranquility is seen in this statue (Rahbar,

1976).



AO

SINUS PERSICUS | u“}'{'r‘zﬁu"ﬁ?‘*‘

Parthian Seal with Greek Script
Excavations of Gelalak Tomb in Shushtar
yielded a convex green gemstone in-
scribed with the Greek script of a Parthi-
an prince (Fig. 14). A convex green gem-
stone probably served as a personal seal.
The inscription on the gemstone, in re-
verse Greek script, reads “OpwAak” (Oro-
dak), which may have been the name of a
local ruler (Rahbar, 2023; 2024).

Conclusion

Works of Greek culture have been found
in Iran, and these works can be divided
into three categories. The first category is
objects that have a Greek theme, made
by the Greeks and for the Greeks, such
as the Great God Pan statue of Borazjan.
The second category is the works that,
although have a Greek theme, have been

imitated by the Iranians, such as the col-
umns of the Khvorheh of Mahallat man-
sion. The column bases of Khvorheh are
apparently in the style of the bases of the
Achaemenid period, and the capitals are
in the Ionic style of Greece. In fact, they
do not have the elegance of the column
bases of the Achaemenid era, nor the el-
egance and precision of Greek art. There-
fore, the Khvorheh columns are neither
Iranian nor Greek. In such works, specific
Greek proportions are usually not seen.
These works have definitely been imitat-
ed by Iranian artists. The third category is
motifs that have a Greek origin but have
been imitated by the Iranian people.
These motifs have survived to the pres-
ent day, such as Acanthus and Meander
motifs.
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Fig. 1. Greek Inscription on the Column Base of Achaemenid Era in Susa (Loftus, 1857: 402)
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Fig. 2. A Greek Milestone from the Marvdasht (Kabiri, 1980).
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Fig. 3. Carved Figures on Agate Finger-ring Discovered in Chamber Tombs at Saleh Dawood, Near Eyvan- e Karkhe,
Parthian Period, Khuzestan.
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Fig. 4. Greek Inscription on the Handle of a Pottery Vessel from Bisotun (Motarjem, 2000).
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Fig. 5 & 6. Greek inscription from Eyvan-e Karkhe, Probably from the Reign of Shapur II (AD 309-379).
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Fig. 7. Greek inscription from Eyvan-e Karkhe, Probably from the Reign of Shapur II (AD 309-379).
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Fig. 8. Marble Statu of Pan and Marsyas on Pedectal, Borazjan, Bushehr
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Fig. 9. Marble Statu of Pan and Marsyas on Pedectal, Borazjan, bushehr
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Fig. 10. Marble Statu of Pan and Marsyas on Pedectal, Borazjan, Bushehr
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Fig .11 Greek Inscription of Antiochus II. 193 BC. Once Stood at the Entrance of the Temple of Laodicea, Nahavand
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Fig .12. lonic Column Base of the Temple of Laodicea, Nahavand
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Fig 13. lonic Column Base of the Temple of Laodicea, Nahavand
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Fig .14. lonic Column Base of the Temple of Laodicea, Nahavand
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Fig .14. Bronze Statues of Gods from Nahavand (Ghirshman, 1962: fig. 23)
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Fig 15. Green Seal with the Name of “OpwAak” in Greek Script (Rahbar, 2024)
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Fig .16. Statue of Hercules in Bisotun

O8lsl dozms ol da gl 4 aom Sl el 0dd el S
das o ol 1y oo jesed desme ol S Gl lg 0L GluS es) deoes
Vool i icwlie 5 sdidys I L S 5o 5 Sl 03 YU 1y 555 Sl S
ol Gl b iy Cowd > el e Sl Syls ufo'-)ﬂ)l oled o
Ol laeyshanl 3 ol K Sl b &S



SINUS PERSICUS | s 38t o gt

(\vap c‘;La..n) QLMA)‘ be QL)}.E? 4;‘5!4,.,51..&,«.4414 \Vj.v‘,,.a.t
Fig .17. A Column Base with an Inscription in Greek Script and Language, Hamedan (Shabani, 2017)
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Fig .18. A Column Base with an Inscription in Greek Script and Language, Hamedan (Shabani, 2017)
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Fig .19. A Column Base with an Inscription in Greek Script and Language, Hamedan (Shabani, 2017)
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(Hemati-Azandaryani et al,, 2023) Ot 3 J J s Sl aS Yo g
Fig .20. Greek Inscription of Tang-e Lili (Hemati-Azandaryani et al., 2023)
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