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EDITORAIN-CHIEFS NOTE

Geranmayeh Abnus

Shahin Aryamanesh!

Esmaeil Yaghmaei was born on September 17, 1945 in Tehran.
He completed his primary and secondary education in Teh-
ran. After receiving a diploma in natural science, he was en-
rolled into the department of archaeology at the University
of Tehran and graduated in June 1964. He continued with his
passion in archaeology and got his master’s from the same
university in 1975.

The end of his education was the beginning of his work
with the Iranian Archaeological Department in May 1967,
and thus he embarked on his archaeological excavations and research.

Yaghmaei’s initial survey and excavations did not yield much achievement for
him, however, during this period, he conducted numerous archaeological surveys and
excavations with great Iranian and non-Iranian archaeologists in various parts of Iran
and could accumulate enough knowledge in the same field. He finally set to work in
his dream field and at the suggestion of Firuz Bagherzadeh, began his first indepen-
dent archaeological excavation in the Sang-e Siyah site, followed with a number of
valuable archaeological excavations.

Although Yaghmaei has carried out excavations in various parts of Iran, some of
these include Tepe Chogha Gavaneh in western Islamabad, as well Qalaichi Tepe in
Bukan (Yaghmaei, 2015), Tepe Ghabristan in Kalak-Karaj, as well as Semnan fortress
and Tepe Hissar of Damghan (Yaghmaei, 2017). He has written a number of scientific
articles and books (Yaghmaei, 2023; 2024). Excavations in the two Achaemenid pal-
aces of Sang-e Siah and Bardak-e Siah in Dashtestan (Yaghmaei, 2018; Kavousi, 2024);
excavation of the ancient site of the Argan of Behbahan (Yaghmaei, 2023a; 2023a;
2024b); excavation of the Shoghab cemetery of Bushehr; excavation of the Mehrka-
deh and fire temple of Mohammadabad, Mehrkadeh and Kushk of Gosaidi and Tell-e
Khandaq of Dashtestan (Yaghmaei, 2023b; 2023c¢); excavation of the Portuguese for-
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tress on Qeshm Island (Yaghmaei, 2021);
survey of Bandar-e Laft, Salakh and
Qeshm Island around the Persian Gulf
each has brought about valuable achieve-
ments for him . Undoubtedly, Yaghmaei
greatly advanced research around the
Persian Gulf and was able to shed valu-
able light on the archaeology and history
of the Persian Gulf.

In addition to his research, Yaghmaei
is an archaeologist who loves Iran too
much. He is not among those who con-
sider archeological excavations import-
ant only from the perspective of their
own scientific advancement, i i.e. those
who after conducting an archaeological
excavation and achieving what they had

in mind, they leave the site alone and
move on to another site without trying
to protect the previous ones. Contrarily,
Yaghmaei showed his resistance to those
who were bent on destroying Tepe Hissar
of Damghan. Although Yaghmaei’s resis-
tance to this destruction eventually led
to his forced retirement from the Cultural
Heritage Organization of Iran on 31 Janu-
ary 1996, he never gave up on what he be-
lieved in and continued his struggle with
his pen with regard to the protection of
the Iranian archaeological heritage. In
honor of Iran’s Geranmayeh Abnus (pre-
cious ebony), we sincerely present him
with this Festschrift.
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