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BOOK REVIEW

A Review of the Persian Gulf

Arshak Iravanian!

Abstract

There are numerous books and articles on the Persian Gulf and its shores. These articles have
been written and published by Iranian and foreign archaeologists, historians, and geogra-
phers, each dealing with a part of the archeology and history of this sea and providing valuable
information about it.
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Introduction

The name “The Persian Gulf” has been
used by researchers and they have writ-
ten some articles in this field since long
ago. The book “The Persian Gulf: Inqui-
ries about the Name of the Persian Gulf
Throughout History” by Shahram Jalil-
ian includes articles written in the past
by researchers, compiled in this book.
The book will be evaluated in the pres-
ent study.

This book contains g articles. The
first entitled “The Name of the Persian
Gulf” is written by Mohammad Javad
Mashkur. The second article “Persian
Gulf in Greek, Latin, and Tazi Texts”
is by Saeed Nafisi. The third article by
Ahmad Eghtari is entitled “The Per-
sian Gulf and its Name”. “Persian Gulf
Etymology” is yet another article of
the book written by Iraj Afshar Sistani.
Pirouz Mojtahedzadeh has written the
fifth article “The Name of the Persian
Gulf Throughout History”. The sixth
article “Historical Maps of the Persian
Gulf” is written by Mohammad Bager
Vosoghi. The seventh by Seyyed Mo-
hammad Reza Ibn Rasoul and Mohsen
Mohammadi Pasharaki entitled “The
Name of the Persian Gulf in More than
Seventy Newly-found Arabic Texts"
The eighth article is “Persian Gulf
Name (New Search in Arabic Texts)”
by Seyyed Mohammad Reza Ibn Rasoul
and Mohsen Mohammadi Pasharaki,
and the last article is also by Seyyed Mo-
hammad Reza Ibn Rasoul and Fatemeh
Eshraqi entitled “Persian Gulf Name
Bibliography”. These articles were pre-
viously published in other places, and
Shahram Jalilian gathered them all in
one book.

Persian Gulf (Essays about the Name
of the Persian Gulf Throughout
History), Shahram Jalilian(ed.),
Khuzestan: Shahid Chamran Uni-
versity, 2018, 218 pp, ISBN: 978-600-
141-217-2.

The book The Persian Gulf (Essays on
the name of the Persian Gulf throughout
history) includes articles that were previ-
ously published in other journals which
were collected by Shahram Jalilian in one
volume of a book. The first four articles,
which are written by Mohammad Javad
Mashkur, Saeed Nafisi, Ahmad Eghte-
dari, and Iraj Afshar Sistani, deal with
the name of the Persian Gulf with its his-
torical perspective, which overlaps with
each other, and many of the contents
have similarities. The fifth article written
by Pirouz Mojtahedzadeh goes beyond
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the name and deals with the historical
geography of this body of water and the
formation of the political geography of
the Persian Gulf and then deals with the
history of the land around this sea in the
north and south, and then writes about
the demography of this region. The sixth
article by Mohammad Baqer Vosoghi
deals with innovation and traces of the
Persian Gulf in historical maps. The last

three articles of the book deal with the
name of the sea in Arabic texts, which is
very interesting. Although these articles
were published elsewhere many years
ago and also some of the contents of
these writings are repetitive, collecting
them in one book is important because it
somehow shows the evolution of the Per-
sian Gulf’s nomenclature research.
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Fig. 1. Map of the Persian Gulf (Bellin, 1763).
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