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Abstract

Historiography, from the perspective of political and social functions, has always played an im-
portant role in human social life and used as an effective source in educating and transferring
experiences related to social, cultural, political and economic knowledge. Considering the pri-
orities and necessities of time and place, naturally, different approaches have been influenced
to historiography throughout history. The Persian Gulf historiography has also experienced
different approaches in the contemporary period under the influence of regional and global
developments. Therefore, this paper intends to review different histriography approaches of
this region in the contemporary period to identify the affecting factors on it with the aim of
reaching the answer of this main question: Which components have the greatest impact on
the Persian Gulf historiography approaches? To answer this, it is considered that due to the
evolution of this region during this period, with aspects such as culture, politics, security and
economy having important effects on the approaches of historiography and historical stud-
ies of the region. However, due to the development of international economic relations in
the contemporary period, political economy has played the most important role in historical
studies of the region, so the findings of this paper are presented in a descriptive-analytical
way based on analysis of the basic concepts of political economy and its effects on the Persian
Gulf’s historiography in three main axes.
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Introduction

The developments of the political and
economic systems and the consequent
security in the contemporary period
caused the Persian Gulf to become one of
the most important strategic hub in the
world. The end of the Cold War, the with-
drawal of Britain from the region, the
establishment of the United Arab Emir-
ates, and the independence of the small
islands on the southern shores of the
Persian Gulf at the beginning of this era
also created developments in the region
that strongly influenced its content and
historiographical approaches. A new ap-
proach called political economy was in-
troduced in the field of historical studies.

Methodology

This article examines the topic under dis-
cussion based on Giapin’s theory of po-
litical economy. According to this theory,
since the mid-1980s, the contradiction
between developing economies and the
interdependence created in the world, as
well as the continuity in the division of
the world’s political system, are among
the issues that have created a subject
called international political economy
(Gilpin, 2008: 201). According to Gilpin’s
theory, political economy affects interna-
tional relations while affecting economic
developments.

Discussion

Since the Persian Gulf is located in the
center of the Middle East, the impor-
tance of the surrounding regions and the
presence of colonizers have always led to
important events in this region and have
influenced its historiography (Abbasi,
2015: 19). Therefore, the historical studies

of this region should be evaluated from
three dimensions: local, regional, and
global. From almost the nineteenth cen-
tury onwards, the political approach has
be considered effective in most studies of
the Persian Gulf.

Political-Historical Approach

This approach, which is a product of the
19th century and Britain’s special atten-
tion to the region, is one of the oldest
approaches in formal studies of the Per-
sian Gulf (Abbasi, 2015: 21). One of the
most important reasons for the tendency
to this approach at the beginning of the
nineteenth century was the geopoliti-
cal changes of the Persian Gulf and the
increasing importance of this region for
Britain on the way to India.

Political-Cultural Approach

Nationalism, is the belief of the majority
of the people of a society with the belief
that they are a single nation with cultur-
al commonalities and a language that is
worthy of forming an independent state
(Torabi, 2008: 26). This belief was popu-
larized in the 1950s with the expansion
of archaeological activities (Trigger, 2015:
42). In addition, after the end of World
War 11, the issue of oil and oil resources
made this region strategically important
and with the promotion of its geopolitics
the Persian Gulf gained special status as
the geostrategic axis of Britain, which
influenced its political, military, and cul-
tural events, thus leading to nationalist
political-cultural currents in the region
(Hafez Nia, 2001: 61). This approach was
also influential in the historical, cultur-
al, and political studies until the second
half of the twentieth century. In this ap-
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proach, there is a kind of hidden essen-
tialism, and one can see a kind of rac-
ism based on the values of the West and
contempt of the East. One of the most
important effects and results of this ap-
proach was that it intensified the conflict
between tradition and modernity and
created a gap between different social
groups (Abbasi, 2015: 26). Especially in
the societies of the Persian Gulf coast, it
caused the spread of a wave of pan-Ara-
bism. These factors led to the loss of the
relative unity of the tribes and their lack
of development throughout the twenti-
eth century.

Political-Economic Approach

Regional and global developments after
the end of the Cold War created a kind of
political atmosphere in international re-
lations, which led to the expansion of se-
curity and defense competitions between
states of the Persian Gulf. But in addition
to that, a new and unprecedented wave
of international economic cooperation
was also taken shape (Ghanbarloo, 2014:
89). The expansion of economic glo-
balization and the development of the
World Trade Organization, emerging
Asian economies were formed, and with
the decline of the hegemonic influence
of the United States in the region, various
issues were considered in the studies of
the Persian Gulf (Ghanbarloo, 2014: go).

The issue of oil and energy, the theory of
interdependence, and the world order
were also effective in the formation of
this approach while studying the Persian
Gulf after the 1990s (Abbasi, 2015: 29). In
recent decades, it seems that the coun-
tries on the southern coast of the Persian
Gulf have had a greater share in the use
of this approach.

Conclusion

The study of the historiography of the
Persian Gulf region shows that the con-
tent and the importance of the topics
discussed, have always undergone chang-
es according to the local, regional, and
global events. With the unification of
smaller Persian Gulf states and the for-
mation of the (Persian) Gulf Cooperation
Council and the increase in oil prices by
OPEC, the trend of activities in the region
changed and the member countries of
this council through economic cooper-
ation, pursued their own policies. Thus,
political economy has not only existed in
recent decades but since the beginning
of the colonialization of the region not
only interactions between them inten-
sified but in recent decades it has been
pulled out of the underlying layers rather
became more visible. Over the past two
decades, it has had the greatest impact
on the content of historiographical stud-
ies in this region.
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