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Abstract

Engraving and designs on pottery are to the manifestation of ornamentation part from mes-
sage conveyor, and culture reporter of their production period. Hadiths are also included in
these writings. This descriptive-analytical study attempts to show the inscriptions with the
themes of hadiths and narrations attributed to the prophetic household or Imams (AS) on
Nishapur pottery. The contents of these inscriptions are either directly the words of the infalli-
ble hadith or are derived from the teachings of those hadith. The existence of such themes on
pottery indicates the influence of the traditions of infidels and Shiite scholars in the Nishapur
region in the 3 and 4" centuries.
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Introduction

In the third and fourth centuries (AH),
much of Iranian culture, art, and litera-
ture flourished under the the Samanids
Empire (Zaki, 1993: 22). Their main effort
was to preserve and expand the Persian
language. After the advent of Islam, Iran’s
official script, Pahlavi was replaced by
Arabic (Jabbari and Masoumzadeh, 2011:
34). The Samanids adapted the Persian
alphabet from the Arabic Kufic script,
which was the official script, and lan-
guage of Iran at that time, and spread all
over Iran instead of Arabic. Of course, in
the early Islamic centuries, efforts were
made for the Iranian art movement but
its growth and prosperity were largely in-
fluenced by Arabic script and language as
is visible on the works created in Nisha-
pur at that time . The important point is
the influence of Iranian artists’ thought,
s evident in the design, was coloring and
inscriptions as evident in Nishapur’s pot-
tery (Fazayeli, 1978: 83). Apart from being
used in everyday life, potteries served as
a straightforward and precise means of
conveying the beliefs of those who lived
during that period. As independent Ira-
nian dynasties, including the emergence
of Taherians and Samanids, ceramic art
gained prominence in these regions,
featuring a range of plants, geometric
designs, and inscriptions. Inscriptions
have always been the favorite of potters
throughout the Islamic period in terms
of decoration. At that times, however, re-
ligious themes influenced these inscrip-
tions, such as short stories, anecdotes,
speeches, guidance, or advice; some-
times, literary themes, including prov-
erbs, poems, etc., had an impact on them.
The Samanids not only paid attention to

ancient Iranian culture but also became
interested in the Islamic culture, Qur'an-
ic knowledge, interpretation, hadith, law,
and other things. They did not consider it
necessary to oppose the Islamic culture to
revive Iran’s ancient culture (Forouzani,
2008:180). Although Samanid rulers were
Sunni in their faith and were under the
supervision of the Caliph of Baghdad, the
presence of inscriptions with the theme
of hadiths and the words attributed to the
infallible Imams (AS) is noteworthy. It is
likely that some potters during that peri-
od were Shia and had the privilege to in-
scribe their own religious teachings onto
pottery. Consequently, the authors have
attempted to prove the above hypothesis
by using various examples of inscriptions
with the mentioned themes as evidence
in a manner that highlights the religious
tolerance of the Samanids and artisans’
freedom, as well as the growth in art and
the dissemination of Shia beliefs. There
is a great deal of discussion surrounding
the pre-Islamic Iranian art. Some West-
ern critics have put forward the theory
of decorativeness of Iranian art in the
Islamic period with intentional theoriz-
ing. This means that Iranian Islamic art is
purely decorative and lacks message and
thought in its visual expression and does
not have any innovation and creativity
in its aesthetic structure. The content of
motifs and inscriptions with the themes
of Shia hadiths on Nishapur pottery has
been analyzed in this research. There
are 23 inscriptions presented in this ar-
ticle, the text of g inscriptions has been
attributed by Ghouchani to infallible
Imams (AS). While examining 5 inscrip-
tions, it was found that they were narrat-
ed by some Imams (AS). The content of
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the other g inscriptions was determined
by the authors during further research on
the topic.

Methodology

This is a kind of fundamental research
based on the method largely applied in
historical studies. It has tried to investi-
gate the hadiths and words attributed to
the infallible Imams (AS) on Nishapur
pottery by using the descriptive and an-
alytical approach. In order to study and
analyze the writings on potteries, books,
and research related to hadiths and
words were carefully studied. For that
matter, the viewpoints and opinions of
Ghouchani have been used. In some cas-
es, it has been looked at from a critical
point of view, before the authors could
include their own statements.

Discussion

Pottery, as one of the man-made prod-
ucts, plays an effective role in the recon-
struction of a culture and civilization
because in addition to meeting the daily
needs of communities, pictures and writ-
ings on utensils could convey concepts
and manifested and reflecting thoughts,
ideas and beliefs, etc. (Mousavi Haji, et
al., 2015: 20). The Samanids played an ef-
fective role in the expansion and devel-
opment of Iranian culture and art in the
third and fourth centuries AH. There were
many pottery manufacturing centers in
the Samanid territory, among them, Nis-
hapur, which is located in the north-east
of Iran and in Khorasan, is considered
the most important hub of the pottery
industry (Shojaei Ghadikolaei and Mara-
sy, 2018: 76). During that period, the pot-
teries were embellished with inscriptions

and calligraphy. In fact, with the arrival of
Islam in Iran, artists paid more attention
to calligraphy and inscriptions on pottery
became one of the most important and
favorite decoration themes (Moukhah et
al., 2021: 87). Then, the use of animal and
human motifs was prohibited and art-
ists and artisans turned to using various
types of plants, geometry, and inscrip-
tional motifs as the depiction of pictures
of living beings in Islam were forbidden.
Undoubtedly, this boosted the signifi-
cance of calligraphy. In addition to deco-
ration, the inscription on pottery are also
a message and the manifestation culture
of the period when it was produced. Had-
iths are also among these writings. In the
Islamic tradition, Hadiths are phrases or
statements that describe the sayings or
doings of the Prophet (PBUH) and the
Imams (AS), were also written on pottery.
Therefore, it represents Shia beliefs of
its creator. In fact, “inscriptions contain
meanings and concepts that reflect the
social, religious, and cultural conditions
of their respective periods and also, these
are all representations of works by Mus-
lim artists and the development of their
spiritual purity” (Shayestehfar, 2002:
69). During this study, 23 potteries were
examined and the inscriptions on them
found to be indicating the religious be-
liefs of Nishapur inhabitants despite the
existence of the government of Sunni
faith , these artists easily exhibit their be-
liefs in the form of inscription on pottery.

Conclusion

This research conducted on 23 samples
of inscriptions on Nishapur pottery indi-
cated that these works displayed messag-
es and thoughts in their foundations and
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content. The Samanid Empire’s inscrip-
tions from the third and fourth centuries
AH displayed the tolerance of their rulers
towards various nations and religions
thatlived in the Transoxiana region. Their
tolerant policy resulted in the growth and
expansion of science, literature, and phi-
losophy. The presence of 23 inscriptions
on Nishapur pottery with hadiths and
words from the infallible (AS) shows reli-
gious tolerance and freedom of the Sunni
rulers of that time towards Shia potters

who easily engraved or inscribed their re-
ligious beliefs on pottery and in this way,
they helped spread Shia religion. The
hadiths that were reviewed are divided
into three categories. Some of them are
the actual hadiths while some others
mentioned on potteries with a change in
words without difference in content. The
last category was interpretations of had-
ith, which were written in the form of a
poem or a text taken from the teachings
of hadith.
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Fig 1. The Pottery Bowl in Reza Abbasi Museum
(Ghouchani, 1985: 25)
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Fig 2. The Bowl in the Metropolitan Museum, New York (Ghouchani, 1985: 267)
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Fig 3. The Bowl in the Brooklyn Museum, New York (Ghouchani, 1985: 135)
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Fig 3. The bowl in the National Museum of Oriental Art, Rome (Ghouchani, 1985: 295)
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Fig 5. The pottery bowl in David's collection (Ghouchani, 1985: 181)
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Fig 6. The pottery bowl in the Metropolitan Museum, New York (Ghouchani, 1985: 211)
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Fig 7. The bowl with the inscription “os VJ"'J‘ o” (Ghouchani, 1985: 269)
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Fig 8. The bowl in the British Museum, London (Ghouchani, 1985: 293)
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Fig 9. The bowl in the Freer Gallery, Washington (Ghouchani, 1985: 67)
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Fig 10. The bowl in the Keir collection,London (Ghouchani, 1985: 93)
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Fig 11. The plate in the collection of K. R. Malcolm, England (Ghouchani, 1985: 89)
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Volumes 1, 2 and 3. Qom: Moaseseh Ma'arif
Eslami Imam Reza (as) (in Arabic).
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Sheikh Hurr Ameli, Muhammad ibn Hassan
(1989). Wasa'il al-Shia. Researcher: Muasasat
Al Al-Bayt Alayhim Al-Salam.Volumes 17, 16,
15, 12, 11, 9, 6, 5 and 1. Qom: Muasasat Al Al-
Bayt Alayhim Al-Salam (in Arabic).
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Sheikh Hurr Ameli, Muhammad ibn Hassan

ing in Iran. Translation: Abolghasem Sahab,
Tehran: Sahab (in Persian).
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Shami, Yusuf bin Hatim (1999), Al-Dar Al-Nazim
Fi Managqib al-Aimah al-lahamimam. Qom:
Jame'e Modarresin (in Arabic).
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Shayestehfar, M. (2002). “Content analysis of reli-
gious inscriptions of the Timurid and Safavid
eras’, Scientific-Research Quarterly of Human
Sciences of Al-Zahra University, 12(43): 62-
m1(in Persian).
axIlaey .(VYVAY) S per ‘g;'lfﬁ&:"“" ‘&‘)&plé dola_&
Gl 53 4 50T Sl (255 Dot 5 Ui 55
(oS G ER )y G 4 pl Sl 2o L
VY-AY (V) VY
Shojaei Ghadikolaei, H. and M. Marasy. (2018).
“Comparative study of pottery and textile
patterns in Al-Bouye and Samani period with
Sassanid art’, Journal of fine arts: visual arts,
23(1): 73-82 (in Persian).
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Sharif Al-Radi, Muhammad ibn Husayn (1986).
Khasais of Al Aemmah (as) (Khasais Amir
Al-Momenin). Researcher: Mohamed Hadi
Amini. Mashhad: Astan Quds Razavi (in Ar-
abic).
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Sharif Al-Radi, Muhammad ibn Husayn (1993).
Nahj al-Balaghah. Researcher: Saleh Sobhi.
Qom: Hijrat (in Arabic).
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Al-Tabari Amoli al Saghir, Muhammad ibn Jarir
ibn Rostam (1992). Dala’il al-Imamah. Re-
searcher: Qesm Al-Derasat Al-Eslamiyeh
Muasasat Al- Ba'athe. Qom: Ba'thath (in Ar-
abic).
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Turaihi, Fakhruddin ibn Muhammad (1996). Ma-
Jjmae Bahrain. Researcher: Ahamd Hosseini
Eshkevari. Volume 1. Tehran: Mortazavi (in
Persian).
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Al-Tusi, Muhammad ibn Hassan (1986). Tahdhib
Al-Ahkam (research Khorsan). Researcher:
Hassan al Mousavi Khorsan. Volume 1 and 2.
Tehran: Dar al-Kitab al — Islamiyyah (in Ara-
bic).
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Al-Tusi, Muhammad ibn Hassan (1970). Al-Istib-
sar fima ‘akhtalif min Al-akhbar. Researcher:
Hassan al Mousavi Khorsan. Volume 1. Teh-
ran: Dar al-Kitab al — Islamiyyah (in Arabic).
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Al-Tusi, Muhammad ibn Hassan (1993). Al-Amali.
Researcher: Muasasat Al- Ba’athe. Qom: Dar
Al Thaqafa (in Arabic).
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Al-Tusi, Muhammad ibn Hassan (1991).
Al-Motahajjed va silah Al-motaebbed. Bei-
rut: Muasasat Feqh Al- Shia (in Arabic).
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Several scientists, (2003). Al-Osul Al-Satah Ashar.
Researcher: Zia al din Mahmoudi, Nematol-
lah Jalili and Mahdi Qolamali, Qom: Dar al
Hadith Al Thaqafiya (in Arabic).
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(1985). Jihad Al-nafs Wasa’il al-Shia. Transla-
tion: Ali Sehat. Tehran: Nas (in Persian).
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Sheikh Hurr Ameli, Muhammad ibn Hassan
(1994). Hidayat Al'umat ila Ahkam alayimat
Alayhim Al-salam. Researcher: Astan Quds
Razavi. Volumes 6 and 5. Islamic Research
Foundation. Hadith Group, Mashhad: Astan
Al-Razaviat Al-Muqadasat, Majmae Al-Bo-
houth al Islamiat (in Arabic).
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Sadr al-Din Shirazi, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim
(2004). Sharh usul al-Kafi (Sadra). Volumes
1 and 2. Researcher: Mohammad Khajavi.
Tehran: Institute of Cultural Studies and Re-
search (in Persian).
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Tabarsi, Ali Ibn Hassan (1965). Mishkat Al-An-
war fi Ghorar Al-Akhbar. Najaf: Al-maktabat
Al-haydari (in Arabic).
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Tabarsi, Hassan Ibn Fadl (1991). Makarem Al-Akh-
lag. Qom: Al-Sharif Al-Radi (in Arabic).
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Al-Tabari Amoli, Emad al-Didin Abu Ja’far Mu-
hammad ibn Abi al -Qasim (1963). Bashara
al-Mustafa al-Shiah al-Murtada. Najaf: Mak-
tab al-Haydariyeh (in Arabic).
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Al-Tabari Amoli al Kabir, Muhammad ibn Jarir
ibn Rostam (1994). Al-Mustarshid fi Imam Ali
ibn Abi Talib (as). Researcher: Ahmad Mah-
moudi, Qom: Kushanpur (in Arabic).
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Al-Qada’l, Muhammad ibn Salama (1982). Per-
sian commentary of Shahab al-Akhbar (short
words of the Prophet Khatam (PBUH)). Re-
searcher: Seyyed Jalaluddin Hosseini Armavi
(Mohaddes). Tehran: Scientific and Cultural
Publishing Center (in Persian).
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Qutb al-Din Ravandi, Saeed bin Hibaullah (1988).
Stories of the Prophets. Researcher: Qlamreza
Erfanian Yazdi. Mashhad: Publisher of Islam-
ic Research Center (in Arabic).
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Qomi Mashhadi, Muhammad ibn Reza (1989).
Interpretation of kanz Al daqayiq va bahr
al-gharayib. Researcher: Hussein Dargahi.
Volume 8. Tehran: Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance Publisher, the printing and
publishing (in Arabic).
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Ghouchani, Abdullah (2001). Manifestation of Ali
(AS) on the pottery of Neyshabour. Book of the
Month of Art. pp:17- 19 (in Persian).
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Ghouchani, Abdullah (1985). Neyshabour Pottery
Inscriptions. Tehran: The Ministry of Islamic
Guidance, General Publisher, Directorate of
Museums, “Reza Abbasi Museum’(in Per-
sian).
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Karajki, Muhammad bin Ali, (1989). Kanz Al-fa-

vayid, Researcher: Abdullah Nimah. Volume
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Allama Halli, Hassan ibn Yusuf ibn Motahar
(1995). Ayine Yagin (translation Kashf al-Ya-
gin). Translation: Seyyed Mojtaba Alavi Tara-
komei, Qom: Hejrat (in Persian).
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Allama Halli, Hassan ibn Yusuf ibn Motahar
(1990). Kashf al-Yagin Fi Fazael Amir al-
Mu'minin (as). Researcher: Hussein Dargahi.
Volume 1. Tehran: Ministry of Ershad (in Per-
sian).
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Fatal Neyshabouri, Muhammad bin Hassan
(1996). rawdat alwaeizin va basirat Al-mu-
taeazin. Volume 2. Qom: Razi (in Persian).
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Forouzani, Abolghasem (2008). History of Polit-
ical, Social, Economic and Cultural Develop-
ments of Iran in the Samanid Period. Tehran:
Research organizations and universities
Compilation of Humanities Books Publisher
(Samt) (in Persian).
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Fazayeli, Habibollah (1978). Atlas of Calligraphy.
Research in Islamic Calligraphy, Tehran: Yasa-
voli (in Persian).
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Faiz Kashani, Mohammad Mohsen ibn Shah Mor-
teza (1985). Al Wafi. Volumes 26, 8, 6, 4 and
1. Isfahan: publisher of the library of Imam
Amir al-Mu'minin Ali (as) (in Arabic).
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Faiz Kashani, Mohammad Mohsen ibn Shah
Morteza (1994). Tafsir Al-Safi. Researcher:
Hossein Alami. Volume 1. Tehran: Maktabat
Al-Sadr (in Arabic).
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Mazandarani, Mohammad Saleh bin Ahmad
(1962). Sharh al-Kafi al-usul va al-Rawdha.
Researcher: Abolhassan Sha’rani. Volumes 12,
11, 9, 8 and 1. Tehran: maktabat Eslamiye (in
Arabic).
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Majlisi, Mohammad Bagqir ibn Mohammad Taghi
(1932). Sky and the world (translation of the
book Al-Sama ‘wa Al-Alam Volume 54). Trans-
lation: Mohammad Bagqir Kamrahai. Volumes
8. Tehran: Eslamiye (in Persian).
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Mailisi, Mohammad Bagir ibn Mohammad Taghi
(1982). Bihar al-Anwar. Researcher: A group of
researchers. Volumes 110, 100, 93, 92, 89, 83,
77, 76, 75, 74, 72, 70, 69, 68, 67, 66, 61, 59, 48,
42, 35, 21,14, 11 and 10 And 3 and 1. Beirut: Dar
ihya Al-turath Al-Arabi (in Arabic).
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Majlisi, Mohammad Taqi bin Maghsoud Ali
(1985). Rawdat Al-mutagqin fi sharh min la yah-
duruh Al-fagih. Researcher: Hossein Mousavi
Kermani and Ali Panah Eshtehardi. Volumes
14,13 and 2. Qom: Publisher of Islamic Cultur-
al Institute of Kushanbor (in Arabic).
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Majlisi, Mohammad Taqi bin Maghsoud Ali
(1976). Life of Imam Musa Kazem (as) (Trans-
lation of Volume 48 of the Bihar al-Anwar).
Translation: Musa Khosravi. Tehran: Islami-
yyah (in Persian).

1. Qom: Dar Al-zakhaer (in Arabic).
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Kafami, Ibrahim bin Ali Ameli (1997). Al-balad
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Kafami, Ibrahim bin Ali Ameli (1984). Mesbah
Kafami (janat alaman al-vagia). Dar al Razi
(Zahedi) (in Arabic).
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Al-Kulayni, Muhammad ibn Ya'qub (1986).al-Kafi.
Researcher: Ali Akbar Ghaffari and Moham-
mad Akhoundi. Volume 2 and 8. Tehran: Dar
al-Kitab al-Islamiyya (in Arabic).
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Al-Kulayni, Muhammad ibn Ya'qub (2008).al-
Kafi. Volume 3 and 15. Researcher: Al-Daraiti,
Muhammad Hussein. Qom: Dar al Hadith (in
Arabic).
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Kufi Ahwazi, Hussein bin Saeed (1981). Al Zohd.
Researcher: Qolam Reza Erfanian Yazdi.
Qom: Al-elmia (in Arabic).
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Kufi Ahwazi, Hussein bin Saeed (2008). Who is an
ascetic? What is his duty? Translation: Abdul-
lah Salehi. Researcher: Abdullah Salehi. Qom:
Noor Al-Sajjad (in Persian).
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Laithi Wasiti, Ali ibn Muhammad (1997). Uyoun
al-hukm va Al-mawaeiz. Researcher: Hossein
Hassani Birjandi. Qom: Dar al Hadith (in Per-
sian).
S ISU 5 OYAY) el el e ¢S
[ms L Q33N lo J5eld) 2oy ) 5 Jgad)



AO

CASPIAN | wlS

Al-mutamar Al-alami
Al-mufid (in Arabic).

lialfiat ~ Al-shaykh

CM.J\JT LM}A c>=~a.c ‘a\.:d\ é& A\
b oS 25 ) vu V5 Yl Ml gl
e

Mufid, Muhammad ibn Muhammad (1992).
Al-Irshad fi marifat Hajj Allah ela Al-Ibad. Re-
searcher: Muasasat Al al-Bayt (as). Volumes 2
and 1. Qom: Publisher of Sheikh Mofid Con-
gress (in Arabic).
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Mufid, Muhammad ibn Muhammad. Al-Irshad
lilmufid. Translation: Hashem Rasouli Ma-
halati. Volume 1. Tehran: Islamiyeh (in Per-
sian).
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Mufid, Muhammad ibn Muhammad (1992).
Al-Amali. Researcher: Hossein Ostad vali and
Ali Akbar Ghaffari. Qom: Sheikh Mofid Con-
gress Publisher (in Arabic).
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Mulfid, Muhammad 1bn Muhammad (1992) Al-
hikayat fi Mukhalafat Al-Mu’tazila min Al-
Adliya. Researcher: Sheikh Mofid Congress.
Qom: Publisher Sheikh Mofid Congress (in
Arabic).
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Mufid, Muhammad ibn Muhammad (1992). Al-
Mugn. Qom: Publisher of the World Millenni-
um Congress Sheikh Mufid (in Arabic).
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Mufid, Muhammad ibn Muhammad (1998).
Defending Shiism/ Translation Al-Fusul
Al-Mukhtarah lilmufid. Translation: Moham-
mad Ibn Hussein Agha Jamal Khansari. Re-
searcher: Sadegh Hassanzadeh and Ali Akbar
Zamani Nejad. Qom: Mo’'menin (in Persian).
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Majlisi, Mohammad Taqi bin Maghsoud Ali
(1993). Lavame Sahibgarani known as Sharh
Faqih. Volumes 7, 4 and 3. Qom: Publisher of
the Ismaili Institute (in Persian).
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Majlisi, Mohammad Baqir ibn Mohammad
Taghi (1983). Marat Al-uqul fi sharh Akhbar Al
Al-rasul. Researcher: Seyyed Hashem Resouli
Mahalati. Volumes 25, 10 and 8. Tehran: Dar
al-Kitab al — Islamiyyah (in Arabic).
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Majlisi , Mohammad Bagir ibn Mohammad Taghi
(1985). Maladh Al-Akhyar fi fahm Tahdhib
Al-Akhbar. Researcher: Mahdi Rajaee, Vol-
umes 4 and 1. Qom: Ayatollah Marashi Najafi
Library (in Arabic).
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Ibn Shahid Thani, Muhammad ibn Hassan (1998).
Esteqza Al-Etebar fi sharh Al-Istibsar. Re-
searcher: Al-Bayt Foundation, peace be upon
them. Volume 1. Qom: Muasasat Al-Bayt Alay-
him Al-Salam (in Arabic).
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Mustaghfari, Ja'far ibn Muhammad (1965). Med-
icine of the Prophet peace be upon him. Re-
searcher: Ali Akbar Elahi Khorasani. Najaf:
maktabat Al-Haydariya (in Arabic).
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Mufaddal bin Umar. Tawhid al Mufaddal. Research-
er: Kazem Mozaffar. Qom: Davari (in Arabic).
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Mufid, Muhammad ibn Muhammad (1992).
Al-Akhtasas. Researcher: Ali Akbar Ghaffari
and Mahmoud Moharrami Zarandi. Qom:
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Mirdamad, Muhammad Bagir bin Muhammad
(1893). Al-rawashih al-samawiat fi sharh
alahadith alimamia. Qom: Dar Al-khilafa (in
Arabic).
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Nouri, Hussein bin Mohammad Taqi (1987). Mus-
tadrak al-Wasa’il and Mustanbat al-Masa’il.
Researcher: Muasasat Al-Bayt Alayhim Al-
Salam. Volumes 16, 15, 13, 12, 11, 8, 7, 5, 4, 3 and
1. Qom: Muasasat Al-Bayt Alayhim Al-Salam
(in Arabic).

@35 hegare LOVFV) e Spmms ol o el

e 4o L 13 ol Sl

Varam Ibn Abi Firas, Massoud bin Isa, (1989).
Varam Collection. Qom: Maktab al-Faqih (in
Persian).
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Hashemi Khoi, Mirza Habibullah (1979). Minhaj
al-Bara’a fi Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah. Trans-
lation: Hassan Hassanzadeh Amoli and
Mohammad Baqir Kamrahai, Researcher:
Ibrahim Mianji. Volumes 21, 12, 11, 7, 6 and 1.
Tehran: maktabat Eslamiye (in Persian).
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Baghizadeh, S. (2022). “A Review of Nishapur Re-
visited: Stratigraphy and Ceramics of the Qo-
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Attributed to Ja'far ibn Muhammad, the sixth
Imam (as) (1979). Mesbah al-Sharia, Beirut:
Alami (in Arabic).
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