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Abstract

The Medes were an Iranian-speaking people whose name appeared for the first time in the
ninth century BC on the western edge of the Iranian plateau. Although the archaeological
findings do not show the origin and migration path of these newly arrived people to the Ira-
nian plateau with accuracy and certainty, their origin and early cultural characteristics can be
recognized with greater probability through the available linguistic and anthropological data.
That part of the Iranian plateau where Proto-Medes entered in the first millennium BC was
the settlement of numerous and diverse ethnic and linguistic groups. Although there are often
no other linguistic data available about these native peoples except a few names and words,
it seems that the Kassite-speaking people in the east and the Urartu-Hurian-speaking people
in the west were dominant, each of which formed an independent language family. The high
ability of Medes to co-exist and cooperate with these native peoples and finally achieving
superiority and political power led to the fact that the entire region gradually came under the
command of Iranian-speaking chieftains. During the following centuries, this new position
accelerated and intensity to the process of Iranization of this part of the Iranian plateau was
to the extent that when the Persian Achaemenids ruled over the whole of Iran in the 6th cen-
tury BC, from the center of Iran to its northwest (equal to Iraq Ajam and Azarbaijan in Iran
during the middle centuries) was called only Mada and, apart from the Iranian language, there
were no traces left of non-Iranian and pre-Iranian languages. It is obvious that the Medes
played a special, decisive and effective role in the Iranianization of a major part of the Iranian
plateau and in shaping the Iranian identity.
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Introduction

Although the discussion about when
and how the first Iranian-speaking Me-
des appeared in the west of the Irani-
an plateau, especially from the point of
view of archeology, has not yet reached
a definite and unequivocal conclusion,
but at least the view of T. Cuyler Young
has been more or less accepted that
Proto-Iranians were originally herding
people who moved from Central Asia to
the land of Iran over a long period, and
finally, some of these groups coalesced
with small chiefdoms and native popula-
tions of Central Zagros and present-day
Fars. Although Young has tried various
archaeological approaches to determine
the time and pattern of migration of Ira-
nian-speaking people to the Iranian pla-
teau, none of these theories have been
generally accepted. In general, it seems
that the material culture and social de-
velopments attested in the Early Iron Age
[1250-550BC] result from a combination
of local development and migration into
Iran of new peoples.

As we know today, through linguistic
data and approaches, Iranian-speaking
people were a branch of Indo-Iranians
(Aryans) and they were also a group of
Indo-Europeans. According to the most
common view, Proto-Indo-Europeans
lived in the plains between the Black Sea
and the Caspian Sea during the Bronze
Age. They gradually diverged and dis-
persed. A distinguished group called
“Proto-Indo-Iranians (Aryans)’, from the
3rd millennium BC, dispersed and settled
in a wide area from eastern Ukraine to
present-day western Kazakhstan (from
Poltavaka-Serobnaya culture to Andron-

ovo). They gradually made their way to
the southern lands, that is, South Cen-
tral Asia and Afghanistan, and finally by
diverging into two branches known as
“Indo-Aryan” and “Iranian’, they made
their way to present-day India and Iran.
Currently, based on the knowledge ob-
tained from the Vedas, Brahmanas, Aves-
ta and linguistic data, the reconstruction
of the culture of the Proto-Indo-Iranians
has been possible to some extent, and the
characteristics of the material culture of
these people have been compared with
the archaeological data obtained from
Central Asia and the plains of Eurasia.
Based on this, it seems that the homeland
and abode of Proto-Indo-Iranians was lo-
cated in the plains of Eurasia. The pres-
ence of Indo-Iranian loanwords in Uralic
languages (Finno-Ugric) also indicates
the previous settlement of Proto-In-
do-Iranians in the plains of Eurasia and
in the neighborhood of Uralic speakers.

Discussion
It seems that the historical and linguistic
data provide important evidence in prov-
ing the arrival of Iranian-speaking people
to the western edge of the Iranian pla-
teau: anthroponyms and toponyms with
Iranian roots appear in Assyrian texts
from the gth century BC onwards and
in a range including central to western
Iran. From these evidences, it is possible
to infer not only the arrival of Iranians to
the west of the plateau, but also the con-
clusion that their migration pattern was
from the east to the west of the Iranian
plateau.

Regarding the origins of Medes, it
may be possible to obtain other data and
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knowledge based on ancient Indian texts,
which have not received much attention
of researchers so far. Some Indian re-
searchers consider the tribe called Madra
in ancient Indian texts to be Proto-Me-
des who lived in the northwest of the
Indian subcontinent (the Punjab region)
before migrating to the Iranian plateau.
According to Puranas and Hindu epic
texts, Madra was one of the Anu tribes.
It is said that the Anu were Proto-Irani-
ans, and groups of them (including Parsu
and Madra tribes) after the battle known
as “Ten Kings” with the Vedic people and
their defeat in the middle of the second
millennium BC, were forced to abandon
their land and migrate to the west (Irani-
an plateau).

In historical texts, the land of Medes
(KUR ma-ta-a-a) is mentioned for the
first time in the year 835 BC in an annals
of the king of Assyria, Shalmaneser III
(858-824 BC). But the first person who
has an Iranian name (Artasari) is men-
tioned in Assyrian texts in 829 BC. Con-
sidering the approximate simultaneity of
the appearance of the name “Mada” in
the Assyrian texts with the appearance
of chieftains with Iranian names (and
therefore, probably Iranian-speaking)
in the west of Iran, and the fact that the
most of anthroponyms and toponyms in
the geographical range of Media were
Iranian, it can be concluded that it was
Iranian-speaking people who gave the
new name “Mada” to their new land.

Mesopotamia documents and texts
prove that on the western edge of the
Iranian plateau, at the beginning of the
first millennium BC and before the Me-
des Iranianized this entire area, there

lived tribes with different languages and
cultures, the most important of which
were Hurrians, Lullubu, Gutians, Man-
naea, and Kassites. Although many of
these ethnic groups have had a long
civilizational and political history in
western Iran and Western Asia, at least
linguistically, very little data is available
about them, which is often no more than
a few names and a few words. the anal-
ysis of anthroponyms of the chieftains
of Madestan or Great Media show that
the owners of Kassite names are the sec-
ond, after the owners of Iranian names,
and the owners of Urartu-Hurrian names
are the third largest ethnic and linguistic
group in this area. In the first millennium
BC, the Medes started their political and
social life in such an environment that
was culturally very diverse and political-
ly fragmented, and from the position of
farmers, warriors and traders, in an area
that was under the pressure and influ-
ence of the powerful empires of Assyria
and Urartu, they raised themselves to
high political and social levels.

Conclusion

The efforts of Medes to co-exist and co-
operate with the indigenous people of
the northwest of Iran and finally their el-
evation to high political positions, caused
the local principalities throughout this
region to gradually fall into the hands of
the Iranian-speaking chieftains. During
the following centuries, this new situa-
tion greatly accelerated the process of
Iranization of northwest Iran, and at least
when the Persian Achaemenids ruled
over the whole of Iran in the 6th century
BC, from the center of to the northwest,
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was called only Mada and, apart from the
Iranian language, there were no traces
left of non-Iranian and pre-Iranian lan-
guages. There is no doubt that the Medes

played a special, decisive and effective
role in the Iranianization of a major part
of the Iranian plateau and in shaping the
Iranian cultural identity.
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