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Abstract

Urartians ruled on the region of Van, Sevan and Urmia Lakes ca. 9" to 7* centuries BC. There
are several remaining as archaeological and written documents from Urartian as royal inscrip-
tions, tablets, bullae, ceramics and inscribed metals. Additionally, there are everyday inscrip-
tions, orders and ordinary people messages discovered from the Urartian sites. These pieces
of information could offer better perception of the Urartians. Their art could be studied more
from the metalworking. Their art was affected by the other cultures and at the same time
affected them. Military campaigns, travels, marriage, employing, captivity, migration, and oth-
er results caused this exchange. According to the Urartian royal inscriptions Urartians did
not slaughter everybody in the newly-conquered regions. They moved too many people as
captives and work forces and obliged them to emigrate to the Urartian cities. These people
brought their cultural and artistic aspects and effected the Urartian art. These massive migra-
tions of the captives are mentioned in the royal inscriptions with great numbers which could
be the magnification of the kings. The captives included thousands of men, women, children
and soldiers. These people were used as workers in constructions and productions. It is the
aim of this paper to study the impact of this migration of the captives on Urartian art and
culture.
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Introduction

Urartians mentioned the great number
of the captives in the newly-conquered
regions to be moved to their cities in the
royal inscriptions. These people brought
their art and culture with themselves to
the new lands. They also were affected by
the Urartians.

Scholars as Cilingiroglu (1983) and
Grekyan (2013-2014) studied this captiv-
ity but still their effects are challenging.
It is the aim of this paper to study the
impact of the massive migration on Urar-
tian art and culture.

Discussion

Urartian borders developed since the
coregency of ISpuini and Minua. The cap-
tives to be emigrated were mentioned in
their inscriptions since as Salvini, 2008:
A 5—2; A3—F3. These numbers seem to be
magnified (Grekyan, 2018: 144). Grekyan
estimated 630000 captives in the royal
inscriptions but there also are inscrip-
tions only naming men and women and
children without the number. He also
estimated them as nearly 200000 peo-
ple. The number of women and children
are more therefore it comes to mind that
men were killed more than women and
children through Urartian campaigns
(Grekyan, 2017: 68) for different purpos-
es. There also were soldiers who were
killed and captivated in the military cam-
paigns. Therefore, women and children
played crucial role in the Urartian econ-
omy (Grekyan, 2018: 145-150).

According to Cilingiroglu (1983: 319-
323) the migration was taken place due
to political and economic reasons. Ad-
ditionally, controlling newly conquered
regions people, employing them in the

army and using them in the construction
projects was the ultimate aim of the Urar-
tians. According to Burney (1972:180) and
Cifci & Graves (2013: 200-205) lack of wa-
ter and supplies could be caused by the
growing population. According to Grek-
yan (2013-2014: 77), Rusa II constructed
cities due to ecological and economic
reasons. Minua’s efforts for hydraulic
constructions as well could be due to the
same reasons (Cifci & Graves, 2013:194).

The reason for Rusa II's invention of
Bone Rooms in Bastam, Karmir-blur and
Toprakkale is still unknown and challeng-
ing. Scholars as Kroll (1984: 165-16) sug-
gested them as the warehouses for meat
although Piotrofsky (1969: 15), Zimansky
(1979: 55; 1988: 107) and Grekyan's (2013-
2014: 73) comments are different. The
author suggests this massive number of
bones could belong to the animals which
meat were used for the population and
the bones were safeguarded for a still un-
known reason.

The similarities between the different
cultures and arts took place in antiqui-
ty and caused by military campaigns,
trades, marriage, migration, employ-
ment, travels and transporting and ex-
port of the artifacts. Some of the effects
on the Urartian art and culture caused
by the migrants and captives. Rock-cut
tombs, architectural aspects, rock niches,
writing systems and metalworking are of
examples.

Urartian art is usually compared with
Assyria (Frankfort, 1954: 102-186; Mal-
lowan, 1966: 428-431; Azarpay, 1968: 18,
21; Kendall, 1977: 32; Calmeyer, 1991: 313;
Curtis, 2007: 180; Reade, 2019: 443). Ac-
cording to Azarpey (1968: 18, 21) it is pos-
sible that Assyrian craftsmen worked for
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Urartu or Assyrian artifacts were brought
to Urartu.

Also, Urartian artifacts were com-
pared with Hittite, Mitani’s, Transcau-
casian, Saka’s, Achaemenid’s, Etruscan,
Phoenician, Median, Aramaic, Kalma-
kare and Ziwiye metalworking.

Even the Assyrian spies are believed
to have the role of cultural and artistic
exchanges (Reade, 2019: 452) since Sar-
duri I.

The author believes that the differ-
ent motives and figures in the Urartian
art should be compared separately with
their similar ones in different cultures.
Hittite and Assyrian lions are very similar
to Urartian lions. But the bulls are rath-
er different. Deities riding the animals

in Assyria and Urartu although similar
are different in their outfits, animals and
weapons.

Conclusion

Urartians mentioned captives and mi-
grants of military campaigns in their roy-
al inscriptions. These people along with
other reasons as marriage, travel and
employment effected Urartian art, tech-
nology and culture. Also transporting ar-
tifacts in the region affected Urartian art.
It is also possible that craftsmen worked
or were instructed in other lands. But
among all the migration of thousands of
people were of most significant reason to
affect the Urartian art.
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