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Abstract

The Seyal Khasrow Groveyards are located 6 kilometers south of Gadmeh (geyamai) village,
about 4.5 kilometers northwest of Morshedvand (mershavan) village and near the Karavaneh
road in the forest heights of Bankol. It has excellent landscape to the Karzan small plain. This
area is divided into two parts, cemetery and residential. The surface data obtained from the
survey show that these works are contemporaneous and show that this graveyard belongs to
the Iron Age I-III. Based on the architectural works and data, it is believed that this site has
been considered in the late Bronze Age and also in the later periods, i.e. Iron Age IV, until now
due to the suitable biological conditions. In this article, while providing a short introduction
about the chronology of cemeteries or graveyards, it deals with the difference between the
Iron Age chronology of Central Zagros and Northwest Iran, and then the background of arche-
ological studies as well as the geography of Bankol (including morphology, climatic conditions
and vegetation) which in the formation and emplacement and direction of graves It has been
effective and in the continuation of the survey and investigation of Seyal Khasrow graveyard,
the architecture and structure of the graves and the surface data obtained from the sides of
the destroyed graves, I have analyzed and compared them. The end, have tried to provide a
conclusion of them.
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Introduction

In the mountainous plain of Asman
Abad and neighboring areas such as
Aivan, Boli, Chavar, Arkavazi, Mehran,
Dehluran and Abdanan districts and
other neighboring areas, cemeteries and
settlements from the Chalcolithic and
Bronze Age have been excavated and in-
vestigated. Settlements are mostly locat-
ed in the plains and on the banks of rivers
and cemeteries in the mountainous and
forested areas on the banks of streams
and water springs. Based on the data
obtained from there, they coincide with
the Ubaid period (3-4 and its final peri-
od) corresponding to 4600-3600 BC, and
the Bronze Age cemeteries coincide with
the early dynasty of Godin II-III and III
in central Zagros. This shows the exten-
sive connections of these with the neigh-
boring areas, which have crystallized in
various formats. But regarding the Iron
Age (1300/1250-550 BC), which coincides
with the presence of Kassites, Medes, and
Assyrians, for a long time, it was believed
that some areas of western Iran, namely
Lorestan and Ilam, entered the Iron Age
about two centuries later, because the
basis of the division of this era was on
Dyson’s results from the excavations of
Hasanlu tepe, which was the basis for the
chronology and division of this period
throughout Iran, although this date pro-
posed by Dyson was not consistent with
the results of excavations carried out in
the neighboring lands in the Middle East
and was always questionable.

Obviously, this dating was a kind of
break and lack of connection between
the Iranian plateau and neighboring ar-
eas, including Asia Minor, Iraq and Jor-
dan, where this period begins at least

200 years later. This issue had caused
problems to investigate the cultures of
this region in the desired time period
(Late Bronze Age and Iron Age I) and
created many questions and problems
on the dating of this period, Levin was
also concerned with the complexity and
inconsistency of the northwest data (Sul-
duz Valley sequence) and its lack of gen-
eralization in this period have pointed to
Central Zagros.

Vanden Berghe criticized this ad-
vanced chronology and he along with
his students was advanced a different
chronology for the cemeteries excavated,
but for all these graveyards in the region,
he followed Dyson’s chronology. Later, the
studies of Dyson’s students and the review
of the data from the Hasanlu layer 5 exca-
vations by Michael Danti, in the results of
Dyson’s C14 dates in Hasanlu, the previous
dates were transformed. Based on the re-
vision, the Hasanlu 5 period is no longer
considered Iron Age I and belongs to the
late Bronze Age. Therefore, the date of the
beginning of this period in e Hasanlu tepe
was determined to be 1250 BC, which is
considered the basis for the chronology of
the Iron Age on the entire Iranian plateau.
Therefore, the theory is that the beginning
of the period known as the Iron Age is
1250 BC, followed by the period of Iron II
from 1050 to 800 BC and Iron Age III from
800 to 550 BC. Danti therefore corrected
Hasanlu’s chronology and advanced new
dates that were consistent with the re-
sults previously proposed by Vanden and
his colleagues, as well as other areas of
the Middle East, and ended the resulting
problems. Vanden excavated many cem-
eteries in Ilam province, already realized
the existence of this difference in the Iron
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Age chronology of the Posht I Kuh district
and the northwest, so he advanced a new
chronology for the Ilam cemeteries, but he
followed Dyson’s chronology for all. In ad-
dition, Overlaet divided each period of the
Iron Age into several sub-periods based on
the chronology advanced by Vanden and
the study of burial objects. These sub-pe-
riods were not favored by archaeologists.
The Seyal Khasraw cemetry is the link
between the cemeteries of the Asman
Abad region with that of the Aivan region
(Gangir catchment area) and the Karzan
plains and with the southern regions of
llam province. In general, Asman Abad
cemeteries can be divided into two groups
depending on their location: the first is the
ones which are on the edge of the Asman
Abad River or at a short distance from it.
Another group is cemeteries located near
natural springs and in forest heights, and
therefore, Seyal Khasraw cemeteries and
several others are in the second group.

Methodology

This cemetery was investigated by the
author for the first time in 2001-2. During
the investigation, he obtained more in-
formation. In addition to the cemetery
and the graves destroyed, the surround-
ings were also investigated. In this survey,
apart from sampling the surface data, an
effort was made to take pictures of all the
destroyed graves, and also collect, design
and codify the data obtained near each
destroyed grave. Also, the architectural
works and foundations of the stone ruins
of the graveyard were examined, studied
and documented

Seyal Khasraw Cemetery
Its geographic location is 33°46'13.36"N

and 46°27'9.36"E, and the height 1585 me-
ters above sealevel (Fig. 4-5). The cemetery
is located 6 kilometers south of Gadmeh
village and about 4.5 kilometers northwest
of Morshedvand village and about two ki-
lometers north of the road known as Kara-
vaneh in the heights of the Bankol Forest.
The surrounding and surface is covered
with old oak trees with thick trunks (about
more than 3 meters) and some of these
trees are more than a few hundred years
old. This area has a complete view of the
small plain of Karzan, which is located
at the beginning of Ghalarang Valley and
Tang i Ghochali, which is the only way to
cross the Manisht Mountain and reach the
southern regions of Ilam province in the
past and almost now, it acts as a funnel
all roads pass through. At this point they
become one. The ancient caravan route
connects the Shirvan and Karzan Plains to
the Ivan and Zarneh plains and from there
to Mandali and Mesopotamia through
the Gangir River Valley, and it is one of
the important roads that researchers and
travelershave mentioned. This cemetery is
situated in small syncline, measuring 500
meters from northwest to southeast and
350 meters from northeast to southeast.
In the northeast and parts of the west and
south of it, today it is under the cultivation
of cereals due to deforestation. The slope
of this displacement is toward the south-
east and continues with a relatively gentle
slope to the southeast (Fig. 6-7).

Surface Data

In the surface survey of the cemetery
and around of destroyed graves and the
pits and holes caused by illegal excava-
tions, 106 pieces of pottery sherds were
collected, which includes the rim, body,
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body with handle, container tube and
pediment. Pottery is related to large ves-
sels (pithos), jars, bowls, pipes and gutter
pipes (teapots and pitchers) in the shape
of tubular vessels (Fig. 18). 25 sherds are
gray pottery and other data include flint
arrow heads, clay bead, bone and metal
slag.

The pottery sherds obtain from Seyal
Khasraw is comparable to the pottery ob-
tained from other Iron Age cemeteries,
such as Gul Khanan Marde, Warkbud,
Cham Zhi Momeh, Jub Gohar, Kal Valey
and other cemeteries in the region. On
the other hand, it shows homogeneity
and exchanges with other areas of Za-
gros, including Iraqi Kurdistan.

Architecture

Every year, nomads set up their black tents
around the wells and springs of this place
in the middle of March and during the
spring season. The surface of this area is
covered with rubble and boulders belong-
ing to architectural works that are scat-
tered on the surface area. The foundations
of these buildings can still be recognized,
which are the foundations of rooms with
rubble stone walls, around which, graves
destroyed by smugglers can be seen. The
graves are divided into several groups.

Conclusion

The Seyal Khasrow Graveyard contains
artifacts from different periods of the
Bronze Age to the Iron Age IV, which
shows its special location. The Bronze
Age works include large stone graves (in
the north of the site) and foundations (in
side of stream wells canal), and the Iron
Age I-1II works include pottery sherds,
graves and stone foundations, and the

cemeteries and graves belonging to this
period are located in the east of the site.
The works of the Iron Age IV and the lat-
er era include buildings and spaces that
are only traces remain today. These works
show a way of living based on animal
husbandry and herding based on season-
al migrations, which are thought to have
migrated to the southern plains of Ilam
province when the weather got colder,
and returned to this region, which had a
suitable biological condition, when it got
warmer. Based on surface evidence and
data, they were engaged in smelting and
processing metals and pottery. Also, the
examination of the pottery shows that
this cemetery had a mutual relationship
with neighboring areas, far and near. In
general, the pottery data and the architec-
ture of the graves show the homogeneity
and contemporaneity with the cemeter-
ies of Asman Abad and Ivan regions and
the neighboring areas in Posht I Kuh Ilam
and distant areas. The surface data shows
the continuation of seasonal use of this
area in different times, which is due to its
suitable biological conditions, i.e. access
to water, pasture and forest, which play
an effective role in livelihood based on
animal husbandry and herding. In gen-
eral, Seyal Khasrow Graveyard belongs
to the late Bronze Age and Iron Age I-1],
which was used again in the Iron Age
IV and later periods, the works of these
periods include stone foundations (Ze-
megah) and the remains of stonework
and black tent ovens. The remains of
Zemegahs show the continuity of archi-
tecture from the Bronze Age and maybe
earlier, which was popular in this region
until about a century ago.
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Fig. 1. Location of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard in Bankol and Neighboring Areas
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Fig. 2. A Landscape of the Bankol Oak Forest

Fig. 3. Animal Husbandry and Vegetation of Bankol Oak Forest
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Fig. 4. Aerial Photo of Seyal Khasrow Groveyards
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Fig. 5. Aerial Landscape and details of Seyal Khasrow Groveyards
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Fig. 6. Map of Destroyed Seyal Khasrow Groveyard Foundations and Tombs
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Fig. 7. A View from South of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 8. Cement Spring and Water Source in West of Seyal Khasrow
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Fig. 9. Big Boulders Mixed Up Belonging to the Wall of the Spring Water Channel
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Fig. 10. A Water Source in the Lower Part of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 11. The Rubble and Foundations Remain and Nowroozi Nature Tour Tent
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Fig. 12 & 13. Illegal Digging Holes Among Architectural Remain
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Fig. 14. Selected Pottery Sherds and Other Object of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 15. Selected Pottery Sherds from Seyal Khasrow Groveyard

s slalias oS - slajlens olgea LT 55 Lyl cpl edimas 20 V) 20 VY 20 Ve
(VO—YY)9J:{)~£3) JA‘AI:-:‘J .>J_3)L§ )‘ g;")’ JL«I}-‘M 9 ebﬁ &SJ.Z.&A cLAL,a.Q U‘-’-\



e « ¢V, 55| Nourallahi, Ali V¥

jphobﬂjﬁfﬁyudfms&dhdl.&m .\9Jg_9~43
Fig. 16. The Gray Pottery of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 17. Selected Pottery Sherds (Pithos)
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Fig.18. Approximate Reconstruction of Tubular Vessels (Teapot) Obtained from Seyal Khasrow Groveyard

Fig. 19. Characteristic Pottery Sherds Design of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 19. Characteristic Pottery Sherds Design of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 19. Characteristic Pottery Sherds Design of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 20. Approximate Reconstruction of Gray Vessel
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Table 2. Description of Flint Arrow Heads, Clay and Bone Objects Obtained from Destroyed Graves
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Fig. 22. The Pit and Traces Collapsed Foundations of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 23. The Collapsed Foundations Remains of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 24. Remains of the Collapsed Foundations of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 25. The Traces of Foundations and Illegal Excavations in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 26. A View of Mount Manisht and Foundations Ruins of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
Fig. 27. A View of The Bankol Forest and Foundations Ruins of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 28. Destruction and Illegal Excavations in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 29. Foundation Remains and Illegal Excavations in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig.30. Foundation Remains and Illegal Excavations in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 31. South-Eastern View and Foundations of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard

Olsal 3253053 e )5S 5 40dS lawy g3 Glaeny S
3 Ol Gy S 5 Oy S oen 8 55
sy S35 (g el Dy 545 Ol sS
() Sl el Sluld e aclie
(VF ey aYaY
5L 3 Cud 5o S ey sS aws of
Sl Cla.mnj Dlgen a5 sl ad (YL s
4 SB Sl 250 byS clledss slon)
las S 513 e Sl Al P s g Culis
iie e Sl YY B VS ey laysS oyl it

YO o Sl LS o e Siwass
FoBle Ve gl o g fe gl Y
QT)JLA)}fSw&CJ;@jw\oMuL&M\
SB e Sl Y0 sd )8 s okl sl
Sl o 5348 Glalr 5 el 85 )13
O o Us)}fw 5};;«5@.45;4: g)'-"\ 03 g
)JJMMJ}.M\}A&L&\" G A
3o slaolr HLS 4 oS o5 e ol LS
Ly S ool o3l aS 513 595 olaysS Ll
S 3 ol e &8 ke S Ll 5855



e « ¢V, 55| Nourallahi, Ali

AY

e oo Ol 58 b g 53 b3y o (GlA Ko 45 5 Ly oSSBT XY g
Fig. 32. Widespread Stone Debris Related to the Graves in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 33. The Remains of Grave Walls in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 34. Widespread Remains of Foundations in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 35. Foundations Remain in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 36. Foundations Remain in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 37. Foundations Remain in Near Wells Downstream of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 38. Foundations Remain in Around Wells Downstream of Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 39. Remains of Destroyed Tombs in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 40. Remains of Destroyed Tombs in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 40. Remains of Destroyed Tombs in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 41. Remains of Graves and Stone Coverings Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 42. Remains of Destroyed Graves in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard

Fig. 43. Remains of Graves in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 45. Type and Plan of Some Destroyed Tombs in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard

Solaxa SETIIT 5 11 6593 43 38 5o ezeen (Goff, 1968.1970.1977) ol [islS
Const p VPt Gl r S S ppots 0 e r S (olons LR (3,5 45 55
(5SS ;o 5 Young, 1969: 13, 23-24) edal  Cewl ol SlS 5 LWL TIT ol jae 55
I cpssS 5 edd alS slaly 55 L(\YAN (Goff, 1968: 119)



A4

CASPIAN | wlS

3y s s 55 abo goen 55 Sl 55 53lmolens Bl BT ¥ S g
Fig. 46. The Traces of Nomads’ Kiln in Seyal Khasrow Groveyard
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Fig. 47. Plan of Destroyed Tomb and Widespread Burial Objects Around it
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Fig. 48. Reconstruction of Destroyed Grave
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Fig. 49. Bones and Metal Slag Sample Selected Around Destroyed Tomb
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