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Abstract

Burial practices are an integral part of cultural and material heritage of humans, varying sig-
nificantly across regions and eras. However, certain burial methods have transcended specific
regions and periods. Given that burial methods reflect the beliefs, thoughts, and culture of
societies and studying them thoroughly can help reconstruct the cultural evolution of ancient
communities. One such widespread burial method is Kurgan, a practice observed from China
to Europe, representing a common heritage across Eurasia. Archaeological surveys in Iran have
revealed that this burial method was common in northwestern Iran during the 2nd millenni-
um BC. The construction of the Ahmadbiglou Dam in Meshginshahr led to the identification
of several kurgans, among them the Qieh-Boynou Kurgan is of immese importance. The res-
cue excavation of this site was assigned to the author of this article in 2020. The objective was
to document and salvage the archaeological remains and finally resulted in the identification
of six burials. This article aims to discuss the cultural characteristics of this region during the
2nd millennium BC based on the excavated findings. The Qieh-Boynou Kurgan comprises a
primary burial with a large stone structure, surrounded by several simple pit burials. Relative
comparison of the ceramics suggests this cemetery dates back to the mid-2nd millennium BC.
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Introduction

Archaeology of death and cemetery stud-
ies play a crucial role in understanding
the belief and ideologies of ancient peo-
ple. Over the past two centuries, with the
establishment of archaeology as a sci-
entific discipline, the study of cemeter-
ies has perhaps been the most common
method for understanding the social
structure and characteristics of ancient
communities (Dark, 1995). Burial practic-
es directly reflect the belief and ideolo-
gies of the people of each era (Khanipour
and Kavosh, 2022), and studying them
can reveal their perspectives about death
and afterlife. From the Late Chalcolithic
to the Iron Age, the kurgan burial meth-
od was widely used across Eurasia. Ma-
ria Gimbutas first introduced the term
“kurgan” in archaeology to describe this
burial method (Gimbutas, 1956). In Iran,
Muscarella first excavated kurgans in Se-
girdan (Muscarella, 1969; 1971). Charles
Burney later identified several kurgans
in Ardabil (Ingraham & Summers, 1979).
Over the past three decades, many Ira-
nian archaeologists have excavated nu-
merous kurgans, with professor Alireza
Hejebri Nobari being a pioneer in kurgan
studies in northwest Iran. Many theses
and dissertations have been supervised
by him in this field. The authors of this ar-
ticle, having been introduced to the kur-
gan culture through his archaeological
work, are pleased to dedicate the results
of the Qieh-Boynou kurgan excavation in
this collection of scientific papers honor
of Professor Nobari.

Qieh-Boynou Kurgan or Ahmadbiglou
10 site
During the course of the construction of

the Ahmadbiglou Dam in Meshginshahr,
several archaeological sites could have
submerged in the reservoir. Therefore, in
a joint project between the Research In-
stitute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism
and the Ardabil Regional Water Author-
ity, rescue operations were conducted in
the dam’s catchment area. Heidarian’s
survey in 2008 led to the identification of
12 sites, ranging from the Middle Paleo-
lithic to the Islamic period (Heidarian,
2017: 7). Following the survey, the Irani-
an Center for Archaeological Research
prioritized several endangered sites for
rescue excavations, including Ahmadbi-
glou 10 or the Qieh-Boynou Kurgan. The
excavation was assigned to the author of
this article and conducted in the fall of
2020. The Qieh-Boynou Kurgan is locat-
ed north of Ahmadbiglu village, in the
Meshginshahr County, Ardabil Province
(Fig. 1). During Heidarian’s survey, the
site was identified as a cemetery based on
the exposed burial structure (Heidarian,
2017: 12). At the start of the excavation,
stone remnants of the burial were visible,
leading to the cleaning and documenta-
tion of the burial structure and the exca-
vation of potential additional burials by
opening two trenches in the eastern part
of the site. Due to the absence of surface
materials in other parts of the site, sever-
al test trenches were dug in various areas
to identify any cultural deposits or graves.
Two trenches measuring 10x10 meters
and gx10 meters in the eastern part, one
test trench measuring 12x1.5 meters, and
four test trenches measuring 1.5x3 meters
(Fig. 3) were excavated.

Methodology
The excavation utilized the contextual
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method, where each architectural struc-
ture and soil layer with distinct texture,
color, density, or cultural data was con-
sidered a new context. Different contexts
were excavated simultaneously to pre-
vent mixing of data, using different num-
bers to distinguish them. The contexts in
Trench 1 started from 101, and those in
Trench 2 from 201. To accurately record
cultural finds, a registry number (RN)
system was used for each find in each
context.

Discussion

Archaeological excavations of kurgans
show that burial gifts were commonly
placed in graves. However, illegal excava-
tions at Qieh-Boynou cemetery likely took
away burial gifts from the main grave. The
excavation revealed that few gifts were
placed in the graves surrounding the main
grave. Archaeological finds included pot-
tery (Fig. 10 and 11; Table 1), a bronze pin,
and animal and human bones. Numerous
sherds were found in Trenches 1 and 2,
possibly as grave goods that were broken
during illegal excavations.

The sherds, categorized by fabric col-
or into red, gray, and gray-black, were
mostly undecorated, with few featuring
incised, applied, burnished, or polished
decorations (Fig. 7 and 8). One sherd was
decorated with incised patterns filled
with white material. The absence of set-
tlement evidence near the cemetery sug-
gests it belonged to the nomadic people.

Conclusion

The excavation of Qieh-Boynou Kurgan
revealed a main grave, three relatively
intact burials, and two destroyed burials.
The main burial was a large stone struc-
ture surrounded by several simple pit
burials with no accompanying cultural
objects. Due to the lack of absolute dat-
ing in the western Caspian Sea region for
2™ millennium BC sites, a precise dating
is challenging. However, comparing the
pottery and burial structures with sites
like Shahryari, Buyniyugun, and Zard-
khaneh suggests it is related to the late
Bronze Age or Iron Age 1.



bl (6 S ¢ e Ji.u‘.‘l’. | Khanipour, Morteza; Akbari, Afshin

YA




The International Journal of Caspian Sea, Caucasus, and Transoxiana Studies A I)IAN
July 2024, VOL. 1, NO. 2: 35-54. 55 OPEN ACCESS CAS
d- ) https://doi.org/10.22034/cj.2024.488262.1009

&A}};ﬁ&c

F2 95 45595 33 slS theualy ol Srles Sl s a3 o8

S bl ¢ \)xk.;"u‘-;@f
oS>

Sl aiils glie (gla S5 50)55 2 s adlate 2 534S 035 Laplusl (3l 5 (g gime Sin b 3l isu 55
Gl S 0350 aS ol L ansl 03 3 03Ltnl 3 90 093 ST b 5 adlaie G 31 513 s (Glaoged 3l (S Lol
el (S b JalSS 55 (55l 4 Ol T o) 2 b el amalor S 5 i S5 5 anals
3 (srs ailate 53 4 35 (6 xS18 b Slaosed 5l (K4 ool l8)5S w5 45 4,55 L il
G slS 5l gy (55 o Lslysl ailats 53 St S lsieas 01500 O 31 5030 b Lol b
o £ pe2 ol 53 5 ol el )l L;i}al..a 248 edl jaslie olal 53 4:.3;&)}..9 ool
llid 45,8 i e S Gl g 53 IS oen] s Sl g 3 el 035 gl (A3 05
lis ol Ul o )5 4 VWA Ul s ab goes ) B30l (3518 .ol ) (SS 5 3043 43,55 o5 US
T8 GLE 5 (SIS 13 S aomis o 590 (550 Mmme 5 BT 25uilon slS ) e s 03
L 50l 3 ocal ooy slaaily ol B ool T 3 omw i o) 55 ke olaliss o SUS 55 s
Dl b ol 5805 G ol 45,58l 25 €3 e s o)l s adlais ol (Sin b glacias Ll
S dlin s anmlio b .ol 0l 535 (gladlroslos oy gaots 5 ppkir o O3l bl 3 aS 03 g Kewn)DS

1 slgiig ol S nl NS ELE ln 1 po p3 o)lpa Lol 5 o0 ool sy

5 45y oAl s i e juas Geh S o et (Kin o) s AdS glaelly

Khanipoorm@ut.ac.ir B89 .oyl oty ol oy (Km 3 Sl 5 5, 5e3,8 Mol ol !

0! <5 eco) g5 o5l pulidiylinls i )| oslid IS w2305 .

VEOTIEIN Ll B IV VTP s e B IV PV S0l 5 o 6 sl Sloaseds

OFY0 1Y 85l ) Il e onlS'<" 32 5148 43558 53 UaalS Lyl Sne Sl o a8 L(VF 2 1) Ll () £ i o €y il 23]
https://doi.org/10.22034/cj.2024.488262.1009


https://doi.org/10.22034/cj.2024.488262.1009 
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9828-0826

bl o6 81 ¢ a0 ‘Jﬁidl" | Khanipour, Morteza; Akbari, Afshin ¥

el 035t gl 3 pdled (Kinh o )
2L lasssS YKl glal 5o Jboss
(Muscarella, 1969;1971) 5,5 5s\S yl5 ,Saws
S ol S ey Al e b OT &S
5,8 ekl Jos)) 5o 1) i 5&4:5)j§
an> 4w b (Ingraham & Summers, 1979)
laasy S Slpl plulisglinl gy ) @IS
St OV (b de 5 sola) Jod)l
obu Y (WWA4 GIKs 5 G $p3)
@A) omss OYAY (5 652
ol 5 o)) e S sl 5 ((17A)
O 5 Aol oLk Sl (e
38355 COFAY sy ) & L33 (V¥ 0
G 0¥ 0K 5 amass 57)
hidse 3 slaplS)ss (VAT va.lélS) ol
sdlhe) oLl 5o 5 (WWAA (Sl gb anlb)
(Abdollahi et al., 2024 5 \WAA 1,553 5
Sl ollisgbioly s Sl 0dd UIslS
P ol ns sapr loge 55 0l5
S by e pulitplinly Slalllas aie
Olis) «llS aas wx b ocudl 058
ol ol o pdled 5o | a8
@odaze laalle; 5 asliplly 5 03,5 S 5
Sbslyl Sl s @S plag) )
bl glao b daulsa HEW,S
Lo LT 015,58 San b 5 -HManol b oLyl
43y5S 55 lS @t} bl i 5 sl
ole Sl sladlie a5 gazs 53 54 pad

Sy pha Lo

RIRCIWETHREPENT,
Ol gl kel du Sl o
s azl s 5 alises glaabs g ‘J@.&wﬁ;ﬁ
Sydes 035 53 Jodd (e a0l dial > G 6
5 SES 5 (S Sl olShansy

4 dle
B O S e 5 Sy ulidplil,
SRS colj> Slslael 9 lay sl Ll s &
eliolal (,.l.o S Ll Bdw 93 53yl
lae Lls il (g b B s A
Sl L 5 iy o i shte ngylias 55
Sl 0357 4288 el slarn] Slasitie
O350 (b5 5 (5 LS 5y, ((Dark, 1995)
sl 5 Llie Sl el Bs b
OF N Sl 5 5 5D 055 e 1o ples 1
idS Gles,e Llis 4 ol oo of andlas b oS
3L Gy Sy 3l s (SW) 5 Spe )by
d@xe)@&Tﬂb@jwojpf\}\
348 0l o oslinul Lulygl 31 panwny sblis s
Lole ol G e 558 6L 4y uliplinls
bbbl 3 Sl Sl absaes
Olasol 5l (5 3 Glogeds gl g
4 45 5,5 eslizul (Gimbutas, 1956) )5S
S0ty aag) S Bl el ai)S aa
Ly Jleilay o8 dieen diloas ola Ko
o9 38 elas ruﬁj Comaseds (ot @
ol Sgline SIS L T gl 5 bl o
Sy g orlileylinsls S S 5 s s 2 b
5l 4.5»553\0 Sl axledS ans A 3 4B S
Smith ef) JUis s, (350 Sl p
al. 2003; 2009; Belli, and Konyar, 2003;
Ozfirat 2012;) 5T (Badalyan et al. 2003
(Rolle and Murzin, 1991) L, 5 (2018
5 &S (Gimbutas, 1992) Cuwl sl olulils
Museyibli, 2008; Mongait) S s 053
Llodd ng\.lf@)ls oA s g 0053 6 (1977
3 e 0l Ol Ll (Rubinson, 1977)
Cedls S5 05l ol C‘)) 0393 |y 0 po
bsolul sla ta gy (Sagona, 2004)
EB S 53 S5 egd cpl S das e OLAS



A

CASPIAN | wlS

Sepadas S LV JK dal ab s g gd i gl Cumdse 5 0Ll ) 5
Fig. 1. Iran and Location of the Meshgin Shahr and Ahmadbeiglou 10 Site or Qieh-Boynou
(Adapted by Caspian from a Map from Wikimedia Commons under a Creative Commons Licence CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Fig. 2. General View of Qieh-Boynou and Ahmadbeiglou Dam
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Fig. 3. Overview of Trenches and Test Trenches
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Fig. 4. Aerial Photo of Trench 1
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Fig. 5. General View of the Structure of Grave No. 1
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e Blein S (N Jgd V) 5 V0 )
DS 53 el Ll 5 s a0l S
Cowdts Jlaw 5L 5 Oladad 53 5 K all s 55 55
0 b 3 bdlin Cals 4 4z b oS
Wl 505 50 Sirsy s 05el oS5, eualinio
L i g b Ll adli ol dwy oo iy
Slag i Ly, 5 aS 035 )5S Sblda Sile
L blodds 55 5 4 JalS y5boay o 2
Sloiges (SUSy 5 Skis 5 ol g
Sppots ol rad 055 Jlos JB G5
sbadlin @l o ) & Bus & a8l
Sladlin A Ol b e jasla
o 4y Ol 5 o0 0yne S S 31 1y el Cwsay
o ol (g S 5 (G S e B At
6508 Sl Sl 50 3 Sladiged L 8 3,8
B SN Spdiay 5034 o3l LaJlaws poe . yls
Tl P S Yo L DS 02538 oS
(A 3V 53) Sl 0 o3zl Sl o5 1

wbsme S0 5 93 al3\5 )8 03 o f- B0
eV dsb 5 e Sl V0 o, bl wleS
WS G Vv ol gy o8 Bk e
SlaS Jlad 520 £ /0 5 S 42315 8 g
b 5 e Ble 100 oo by 6leS s
Y0 ol @ gy Jlod S b e Y
S V) /0 5 aw 6l O e dleds alsS (g%
VO o,e b ib wlS 5l wlS oje
S FECPNTRER SRR
ooslS 5ol aw A8 Gy (50 V alols 4
Spe ((San ¥ Ll 3l S n 3 45 Ll
Oy b 5 ol Lzt (235 L pmliliplinly
s 48 A LB Ll s sl S S«
3 0 L ma Sl 5o dad e oL

S g Sin parig b

laasdl,
Ui Slakad ol a2l 5 55 Kon b glaacily



bl o6 81 ¢ a0 ‘U‘-f&u | Khanipour, Morteza; Akbari, Afshin O

Sr04d 4555 sl 30 )b NN g
Fig. 11. Drawing of Pottery from Qieh-Boynou Kurgan

Loolge b 3 sladliw S)sbe oo
T O N edel Cunrty sladli
ATAY ) 6 e (S 50 VA NTAY
awslis (VW48 ol 5 0Lis)) olslS 5 (Y0P
b Jol 58 sl wlie pumes oS
(1FA-1FA YAY ‘CL@‘) o ) sus
O JSe VY T 555 b s
(A o5 YAV VAT (5 BIS) ol ol
Belli and Bahsaliyev,) ls=s<i 55 5 ol ) s
Cwdas (Smith, 2003 ) lies ) 5 (2001, 140
DA ras s fhe pas Sl Q5 e oS ol
pyos oS Mgt yu s 43 ISR (ol 1y
Olpl edled 5 add BlS slaglin,sS
Ja\a.udwl.'ﬁ@)t: Sl anolis 5 oo ysba
T ol E i S sl bd 5

w}awéuﬁbw&iuduﬂwja
okl 3 Ky daow 03l b 35 o) (Sla i 5ol
S8 L3 A el ladliw Loy Lot S ol
2sS g e ams badlesg oS uw 4
;,A:&Wdé,ojwwu@\fﬁcu
5 bdl 3 (Fn o e e
Gty Sladlaw Cilos 33505395 5 S53595
034 )'Lﬂg;d.sv.a}ju'cﬁ Q)jﬁpc\f(..zaav\ﬂ
)js.:u sladliv 5wy YY O O‘«" 5l as
S ki Slacws Wl o3 VY 5 Sl
b s aw bdlin 5 cale LogS s
V0) Csesy 5 (Ao s £V) oo (ds)s YY)
Usos Ll s30T s o J6 (A
O (S5 andad Loz 3 iz 035y udme Sl
oMW&deoﬁ&)sgﬁS)@wﬂ}n



0

CASPIAN | wlS

o2l sladliv 3 Olasiin .\ g
Table 1. Catalogue of Sherds

CodS  CHulwS Colugd e et K 0Ky addps Jleoled
sl
b S Sl —els GASE g pS < Ty
Rl
b S Slacems oS ol ol <) Yo
e S Sz SrS S < \itg
Lo S S SAS S « Yv
o S Sl 3 »3 « YA
b S S $aS S < T4
b =Y Sl S rmS = S ) ¥
Lo St Sl o 2 S-S B o )
R Y Slaaws ol S S Ry \A1
Lgs S Sl olow ol iy A3
Lvge Y FICI CaeSE oS s \Ai

S ol oy b s o § ks 0355 Flsl w0 )
ol e sad ol dsl .5;5,1.‘6'@)5
G 3,8 L3 oUle ibesl 5)5e odal sy
Cambyn 3,8 ) ey S 31 AS 5 0l
el adlaie Cnlis Sy o 563,81,
(s Pl AL Basde gl Jolo i)‘xl
Celie s B o) mlie cmlin gl s
e glhes Jsb s Sl Ca\f cd sl
05 adke cpl )y aS )y oo ey Lol e
03,5 g S5 S35 ¢l AT s e s
s )8 gl 3l edilo 3L (5 oloms 1 e S
JA LRV T PR PP G P L
d9ms samed alie (KM S
LUl sl olagslin )5S ey o aias 48351
b osoorll) cbilong (golaml glaabsme L
aibate lagliny 68 5l ool Cowsas LT anlllas
8k 3 (e SN 015 oo Ol o p et

551 Cawsay 5 S o181

osliiul Oy 385 ysbas U3, 8 &ysn V¥ oy S
Sgd gasiin ol 53 Sbd5egd ol )

Ll

(SIS 58 K gy rah wﬁ 2oL
o&;%ﬁcﬁéﬁjéjrjulﬁﬁmé.ﬁw
S Ay o pliwysS ol 3 el Cowsa
Sog SIS Sy 58 53 ol b
Cso S iz op O BB s 5 w3 S
DS slaysS g 5l ol st 43S
D0 e £33 I s 3 02 S
Sin o S ) L s o s
©Los o adbie 55 Sl Il s4 s
laab goes y5 aldas LS)\-K@JU Sl lS
3ol ey £ ol 4 g e glapliw S
3 Ol ysS 383 NS 3 b b S5 o0
okel oty (gladliw anlin b Lol Conl g
(S 057 @b LS sl
odkdsly abgoe Gl o 9205 5 0 su



bl o6 81 ¢ a0 ‘U‘-f&u | Khanipour, Morteza; Akbari, Afshin oY

Sl wiShagy 2lr) S35 p e olae
S35 p s 09 S ke (S )15 Lo ple 585 (51T
B B (gl8T i 5 0150 53, e 5

oS SISl S e

&l
583 Gl Ol glacules 5 lacws)
ASlngsy S35 p e ) (Sl Al
Sy Kol 755 (BT Sl il

Bibliography | 4sLLS

the large Chamber or Kurgans graves of Ard-
abil Province’, Journal of Archaeological Stud-
ies, 4(1), 13-130.
LBl ey oS SIS LOYAY) 3 games (0l b
sl GahnSin) e a6 ST
(o2 i) Llisilinly adSin sty
Heidarian, M. (2008). Archaeological Survey Re-
port of the Ahmadbeiglou Dam Basin (Mesh-
ginshahr), Archive of the ICAR (unpublished).
Aoy oFlapbul dalsin L(\WAF) ssems (b
Y S USSRV L S WS R W v |
TEV Y O sl

Heidarian, M. (2017). “The Archeological

Evidence of the Ahmad Baiglo Dam’,
Meshkinshahr, Pazhoheshha-ye Bastan
Shenasi Iran, 7(13), 7-24. doi: 10.22084/

nbsh.2017.8501.1379
slagsdn (VF ) a8 ¢ a0 G S
Ol (Dbl alsg, 4o 5o slule 5 S
T ROSAY AP G ey i (el
Khanipour, M; Kavosh, H. A. (2022). “Parthian and
Sassanian Burials in the Bavanat River Basin,
Fars Province’, Pazhohesh-ha-ye Bastanshe-
nasi Iran, 33:181-205.
JelS e 5 Bl gt Jle L(OFVA) LS (Sl
(AR 5 S5 0 (ke
Dark, K. (1995). Theoretical Archaeology, Cornell
University Press.
e Ohsd S i (AT L o ol 5 Loy s,
e 4l (6550 andllan 1 fuoyl Clis T pal 5 s
PR SO G i c(g)ledl laaals 4
LAY -50
Rezaloo, R., Ayramloo, Y. (2014). “The Late Bronze
Age and Iron Age I Cultures in Ardabil Plain:
Qalla Khosrow and Peripheral Castles”, Pazho-
heshha-ye Bastan shenasi Iran, 4(6), 65-84.

Ls sy OFAP) L on el o) o,

JLJ@'; Ol S o3ype adllas glpl wgdles

R PR ER T L W PTG WES RPSUS A -0
£E-¥0 (Y)Y

A 58 golome Sl oy (WA s e
Ol 53 (5 el b goms 253350 anlllan Ol o] oae
o5l ¢ pmsliplinly dll bt )lS aslibly ¢ fos)l
(oAl 220) g ook S 5
Ebtehaj, V. (2004). Study of the Architectural Struc-
ture of Megalithic Iron Age Tombs in Iran: A
Case Study of the Shahryeri Site in Ardabil
Province, M A thesis, Tarbiat Modares Univer-
sity (unpublished).
ol 55 (WA gledes IS el 5 duds b ¢ Jls
b sl gaglS)sS ool pas sladliv e
# el Sallas (2l dsl Jaad) g 3T
DTy
Iravani Ghadim, F. and Mamizadeh Giglu, S.
(2013). “Typology and Introduction of Iron
Age ceramics of Jafarabad Kurgans in Khoda
Afarin area (the First Excavation)”, Journal of
Archaeological Studies, 6: 33-50.
CLolSysS Kb ()8l 5 e OVAY) ST ez )
s 3 S 5 s bl (0LR) sEdled B8
MV=04:0 il Sallas (5 oss o s
Pourfaraj, A. (2012). “Explaining Iranian north-
west Kurgan’s culture based on Nir Boyni
Yoghun Castle excavation’, Journal of Archae-
ological Studies, 4(1), 59-81.
e 0wy sS ds) Juad 2550 (TR L S cosly >
D3 GBS egerms )3 b 43
shem GRS 4 O Sy N Joas S
5 s Sl oKy ol AWM (K
$ 888
Hajizadeh, K. (2015). “First Season Excavation of
Qizil Qeyah Cemetery in Meshginshahr”, In
Chubak, H. (ed.), proceedings of the 18" An-
nual Symposium on the Iranian Archaeology:
ng-u7, Tehran: Research Institute of Cultural
Heritage and Tourism.
5 adlas T4 el (ibde 5 @i s sla
ol (O5)5S) las 5 K OIS pod Ll S
YN0 ey Sladlas sloms ¢ syl
Hessari, M., and Ali Yari, A. (2012). “Introducing



oy

CASPIAN | wlS

ogy: 547-552, Tehran: Research Institute of
Cultural Heritage and Tourism.
(WYY Lo, c}“.\b) [SYST TR JON I - PP :Jﬁrﬁs
Gt Dl 3T S 5 s & 5 S
Oallas  c@lssyy  dbgees  glaasl il
AVE-100 10 iyl
Kazempour, M., Omrani, B. and Rezaloo, R. (2012).
Large stone graves of Azerbaijan, according
to new result of Zrdkhaneh study. journal of
Archaeological Studies, 4(1), 155-174.
03934 bgs yo (lab see il 50 (VWAY) L gugn 0 blS
olar SN asgammn 33 cll B, Sl s &aT
YA 0l Loy 5 un Sl e (BLFGR e
b o883l Sl ylaml o)) YAY
Kazempour, M. (2014). “Zard Khaneh, Iron age site
in an East Azerbaijan’, In Azizi-Kharanaghi,
M. H, M. Khanipour and R. Naseri (eds.),
Proceedings of The International Congress of
Young Archaeologists, Tehran: University of
Tehran press: 281-294.
OO o e (g5 s R3 e arage 500
Slodis (1S ¢flae 3 adlais wliiglialy ((VFr )
QB3 55 Ol g AT 5 & ks 053 Slaab g o
XOFXAT CD N s Sl
Naseri Someeh, H., Hejebri Nobari, A. and Konyar,
E. (2022). “Archaeology of Qara Dagh: Prelim-
inary Report of the Survey of the Bronze and
Iron Age Sites in Varzeqan Region (Iranian
Azerbaijan)’, Journal of Archaeological Stud-
ies, 13(4), 283-306.
b > (5 la L_;')‘Jf OYAY) Lo, e (5 s p5n
sl 0L QoY GlesS arlaglial ilS
odls J::M) JAL.&Q)LZML) A.LQ\.A}};
Hozhabri Nobari, A. (2008). Second Season Exca-
vation Report of the Larejan Cemetery, Tehran:
Archive of the ICAR (unpublished).
Smrsn 3 3ol ool e (s L e (558 55
s Laglal Jldos 5 oy 20 (VWAR) gage  a S
sy SAllas i fun)l plinl (6 g ab s
CYAY-YEY Y

English

Abdollahi, S., Afkhami, B., & Rezaloo, R. (2024).
“Kurgan of Fakhrabad, Meshkinshahr, North-
west Iran’, Persica Antiqua, 4(6), 3-15. https://

Rezaloo, R, & Ayramloo, Y. (2017). “Scythian
Presence in Northwestern Iran Case study
of Khoram Abad Cemetery in Meshgin-
Shahr”, Pazhoheshha-ye Bastan Shenasi
Iran, 7(13), 45-64.

byl syl oy Il s ol

Skl A OFY) L0 S el

Jids olshS slils oy sS il sbajbsla o

ATO=V VY v any selbiinaly SAadlas i fos))

Zabanband, N., Razaloo, R., Javanmardzadeh, A.
and Hajizadeh, K. (2022). “An Archaeological
Perspective on the Burial Structures of Khan-
qah Cemetery in Gilvan, Khalkhal, Ardabil’,
Parseh Journal Archaeological Studies, 20:
107-135.

£ ul.\a.a OUJS J:)\'Jf)) (\YaA) Oy cL;»LAJ.@j u.iUo

LSL’,' fL"w‘i A 03 9dwe (d:'jLS) L;:&u@bu CJL:l.o.‘«

5 BP0 it olomlesd] ol S e

Cpepdonn CONe as gasea 55 (Y Lalse 3 5) Lils

Alzsy fdsSe dpads Nl A S

5 anp Sl oKy 0l OF =0T 165l

.8 Ji.fo S

Tayefeh Qahremani, N. (2019). “Short Report of
the Third Season of Rescue Operations (Ex-
cavation) in the Peigham Chay Dam Area,
Kaleybar County, East Azerbaijan Province
(Qaradashli 1 and Qaradashli 2 Kurgans)’, In
Shirazi, R. (Ed.), proceedings of the 18" Annual
Symposium on the Iranian Archaeology: 531-
540, Tehran: Research Institute of Cultural
Heritage and Tourism.

ot 1 S e o I o sk s

S S ES QS Bl (OTAA) el

eeaded SN asgems 3 (Ol o,edled)

Azsy sSe dpads Nl A S

5 e Sl oSiags 10l OOY-0FV il

.8 Ji.fo S

Abdollahi, S., Satarnezhad, S., Karimi Kia, A. and
Karimi, B. (2019). “Excavation of Fakhrabad
Kurgan in Meshginshahr (North-West Iran)’,
In Shirazi, R. (ed.), proceedings of the 18"
Annual Symposium on the Iranian Archaeol-

doi.org/10.22034/pa.2023.394993.1050.
Hejebri Nobari, A., khanali, H., Yilmaz, A., and
Mosavi Kohpar, S. M. (2020). “Archaeological
analysis and investigations on Shaharyeri in
Ardabil province”, Journal of Archaeological



https://doi.org/10.22034/pa.2023.394993.1050
https://doi.org/10.22034/pa.2023.394993.1050

bl o6 81 ¢ a0 ‘U‘-fd.l’. | Khanipour, Morteza; Akbari, Afshin 0¥

Studies, 12(2), 267-283.

Badalyan, R.S., Smith, A.T. and Avetisyan, P.S.
(2003). The emergence of socio-political
complexity in southern Caucasia. Archaeolo-
gy in the borderlands. Investigations in Cauca-
sia and beyond, Los Angeles, 14466.

Belli, O., and Konyar, E. (2003). Dogu Anado-
lu Bolgesinde Erken Demir Cagi Kale ve
Nekropolleri, Arkeolojive Sanat Yayinlari.

Gimbutas, M. (1956). The Prehistory of Eastern
Europe I: Mesolithic, Neolithic and Copper Age
Cultures in Russia and the Baltic area. Cam-
bridge, MA Peabody Museum.

Gimbutas, M. (1992). Chronologies of Eastern Eu-
rope: Neolithic through Nearly Bronze Age,
In Robert Ehrich (ed.), Chronologies in Old
World, Vol 1: 395-406, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Ingraham, M.L. and Summers, G. (1979). Stelae
and settlements in the Meshkin Shahr plain,
northeastern Azerbaijan, Iran. Archdolo-
gische Mitteilungen aus Iran Berlin, 12: 67-102.

Mongait, Barrow. (1977). In Great Soviet Ency-
clopedia. AM, Prokhorov (ed.) New York:
Macmillanlnce & London: Collier Macmillan
Publishers.

Muscarella, O. (1969). The Tumuli at Sé Girdan:
A Preliminary Report. Metropolitan Museum
Journal 2:5—25.

Muscarella, O.W. (1971). The tumuli at Sé Girdan:
second report. Metropolitan Museum Journal,
4:5-28.

Museyibli, N. (2008). Soyugbulaq Report on Exca-
vations of Soyugbulaq Kurgans at Kilometre
Point 432 of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and South
Caucasus pipelines Right of Way, Azerbaijan
National Academy of Sciences: Institute of
Archaeology and Ethnography, Baku — Azer-
baijan.

Ozfirat, A. (2012). “Bozkurt Kurgan Mezarhig1 Ka-
z1sl, 2009-2010, 33", Kazt Sonuglart Toplantist
(Malatya, 23-27 Mayis 2011), 533-550, Ankara:
T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanhg.

Ozfirat, A. (2018). “The Early Iron Age Cemeteries
of The Lake Van Basin: An Overview of Burial
Tradition of Pre-Urartians ”, Tiiba-Ar, (Special
Issue):149-185.

Pearson, P, M. (1999). The archaeology of death
and burial, Terxas A. & M. University Anthro-
pology Series 3, College Station: Texas A. & M.

Rolle, R and Murzin, V. Ju. (1991). Pyramiden
der Steppe und Viehwiden fiir die Ewigkeit.
Der certomlyk- Kurgan.” in Gold der Steppe.
Archéologie der Ukraine. Herausgegeben
von R. Rolle, M Miiller-Wille und K. Schi-
etzel. Archédologisches Landesmuseum der
Christian-Albrechtes-Universitdt = Schleswig:
171-176.

Rubinson, K.S. (1977). The chronology of the mid-
dle Bronze Age Kurgans at Trialeti. Mountains
and Lowlands: Essays in the Archaeology of
Greater Mesopotamia, 7: 235-249.

Sagona, A. (2004). Social boundaries and ritual
landscapes in late prehistoric Trans-Caucasus
and highland Anatolia. Ancient Near Eastern
studies, supplement, 12: 475-538.

Smith A.T,, R. Badalyan, and P. Avetisyan. (2009).
The foundations of Research and Regional
Survey in the Tsaghkahovit plain, Armenia,
Archaeology and Geography of Ancient Trans-
caucasian Societies 1. Chicago: Oriental Insti-
tute of the University of Chicago.

Smith, A., Ruben T. Badalyan, S. and Avetisyan, A.
(2003). Early Complex Societies in Southern
Caucasia: A Preliminary Report on the Tsaka-
hovit Plain, Republic of Armenia, American
Journal of Archaeology 108 (1):1-42.

[j‘ © 2024 The Author(s). Published by Tissaphernes Archaeological Research Group, Tehran, Iran. Open Access.
e | his is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial- NoD-
erivatives License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/), which permits non-commercial re-use, distribution,

and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited, and is not altered, transformed, or built upon in any way.
The ethical policy of Caspian is based on the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guidelines and complies with Internation-
al Committee of Caspian Editorial Board codes of conduct. Readers, authors, reviewers and editors should follow these ethical
policies once working with Caspian. The ethical policy of Caspian is liable to determine which of the typical research papers or
articles submitted to the journal should be published in the concerned issue. For information on this matter in publishing and

ethical guidelines please visit www.publicationethics.org.





