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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF'S NOTE

Hozhabr-e Hazhir

Shahin Aryamanesh!

Alireza Hejebri Nobari was born in Tabriz in 1949. He com-
pleted his elementary and high schools in Tabriz before be-
ing inducted into the army. Studying the Journal of Archae-
ology and Art, Nobari not only familiarized with but also
became interested in archaeology, which prompted him to
depart for Turkey to study archaeology at the University of
Ankara. Some of the teachers imparted him the substantial
knowledge of archaeology include Tahsin Ozgiig, Nemat
Ozgog, Kutlu Emre, and Tkram Akorgal. He finally received
bachelor degree in in archaeology in 1976.

Graduating in archelogy was not the end of Hejebri’s passion for learning arche-
ology but a beginning for him. As a matter of fact, Nobari then left Turkey for France
to learn French and continue his post-graduate studies. There, he was admitted to
the University of Toulouse II le Mirail, where he finished his masters in 1980 with a
dissertation entitled “Analyzing the Architecture of Achaemenid-era Palaces” under
the supervision of Claude Dumarg and Pierre Briant.

Amid his study and archaeological researches and excavations, he was admitted to
Sorbonne University in 1993 to continue his doctorate. He was awared a PhD degree
in 1997 with a thesis he defended on Urartian architecture entitled “Analyzing the
Urartian Architecture” under the supervision of Jean-Luis Huot.

Upon returning to Iran, Nobari worked for a short period from October 1998 as
the Research Deputy of the East Azarbaijan Cultural Heritage Organization before
teaching archaeology at Tarbiat Modares University in March 1999. He became asso-
ciate-professor in 2007 and then professor in 2012.

With an experience and collaboration in excavations with French, Italian, and
Turkish archeologists, as well as his works in Azarbaijan and Turkey in areas such
as Imikusagi and Larsa and Karagiindiiz, Nobari conducted his his first archaeologi-
cal excavations in Iran in the Iron Age Cemetery of Tabriz’s Kaboud (Blue) Mosque,
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which yielded valuable results. This excavation marked a new beginning for Nobari’s
research on the archaeology of Bronze and Iron Ages in northwestern Iran.

His other archaeological excavations include Meshginshahr’s Shahriri Compound.
Famous for the name of Shapur II and his famed inscription, Meshginshahr saw its
fame flourishing again through Nobari’s work. His excavations at this archaeological
enclosure ranged from 2002 to 2005 where he managed to take a big step toward iden-
tifying Iran’s northwestern cultures.

Undoubtedly, Nobari moved forward with the archaeological research of northwest-
ern Iran, especially Iron and Bronze Ages, and managed to attract quite a large number
of students to the archaeology of those ages in that part of Iran while producing many
research articles. Many of those students followed the professor’s path and have since been
presented various articles in this field (See: Dara, 2021; Karimikiya et al., 2022; Abdollahi et
al., 2024, Dara, 2024; Neseri Someeh & Bakhtiari, 2024; Khanipour & Akbari, 2024). Like
some of his predecessors, Hejebri went beyond Iran’s political boundaries and searched for
Iranian culture and civilization as he firmly believed in cultural bonds between Iran and its
surrounding regions such as those located in the Asia Minor and Caucasus.

Besides amassing profound knowledge on archeology, Hejebri Nobari was firmly
adherent to morality unlike some others took big strides in science and achieved high-
er ranks but lacked morality. Courtesy and morality are inseparable parts of Iranians’
ancient culture, with Nobari being truly a figure adorned with both domains. To honor
this prominent and outstanding figure of Iran’s archaeology who is characterized by
both knowledge and morality, we sincerely present him with this Festschrift.
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