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The concepts of ghazd and jihad, from the perspective of
Muslims, originally referred to warfare in the desert and on land, in
the path of God. However, as Islamic conquests expanded, naval
jihad and ghazad emerged, which were considered even more
challenging than land-based warfare. In order to encourage naval
jihad, rulers relied on hadiths and religious narratives that could
raise the threshold of endurance and courage among Muslims,
preparing them to confront the dangers and hardships of the sea.
Alongside this, in order to expand naval conquests, shipbuilding
workshops were established, either immediately after the conquest
of ports or as part of the conquest process, and administrative
offices (diwans) were created to oversee naval battles and manage
the activities of naval warriors in the Islamic states. This research
examined the concept of ghaza and jihad in the Mediterranean Sea,
attempting to clarify the significance of ghaziness and naval
warfare, and the role of Muslim states along the eastern and
southern coasts of the Mediterranean in promoting and organizing
naval ghazd. The findings of this research suggest that the
harshness of naval combat, the need for more advanced naval
weaponry, the encouragement of martyrdom at sea, and the
emphasis of Islamic texts and narrations on this matter were key
factors highlighted by Muslim states neighboring the Mediterranean
in their efforts to encourage naval ghaza.
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