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In this study, we investigate a period of Muslim-Christian
controversy that occurred in Mughal India. Our research aims to
analyze the background, quality, and outcomes of this religious
dialogue within the context of the tradition of Islamic-Christian
debates. We consider the influence of both the Mughal kings’
cultural attitudes and the unique conditions of the time on the
discourse. Our review draws upon reports and narratives written
by witnesses present during these conversations. Notably, we
examine two primary sources: the large Persian refutation called
Ayine Hagnoma, authored by Jerome Xavier, a Portuguese
Jesuit, and an account of religious debates compiled as Majalis
Jahangirt by Abdul Sattar Lahuri. The central focus of our
research lies in portraying the quality of these court
conversations during Jahangir’s reign and understanding his
role in shaping the debate’s context. Additionally, we analyze
the content, nature, logic, and achievements of this controversial
dialogue. Our findings reveal that while the Muslim-Christian
dialogue in the Mughal period continues the tradition of Islamic-
Christian debates, it is significantly influenced by some
contemporary factors such as the Mughal kings’ cultural and
religious attitudes, the formal use of Persian language, and the
emergence of Portuguese colonialism.
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