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Abstract

Although historians have traditionally considered individuals' background or roles in
historical studies, a comprehensive and subject-based group identification of
historical figures is rarely seen. Prosopography offers a systematic approach to
collecting and organizing data about individuals related to a specific topic, focusing
on shared characteristics among primary sources. This method allows researchers to
analyze subjects beyond dominant or traditional narratives' constraints. The need for
independent identification of historical figures and reconsideration of issues from
the first two centuries of the Sassanid era (from Ardeshir Babkan to the end of
Shapur Zol-Aktaf’s era) prompts this research to first introduce the prosopography
method and its application in historical studies, and then suggest topics well-suited
for that. The research aims to provide a platform for examining certain historical
issues from the first two centuries of the Sassanid era—an era often marked by
uncertainties due to scarce sources and the influence of the intellectual atmosphere
in later historiography. Rather than focusing on a single case, this study highlights
the importance and function of prosopography in various subjects. Each subject
serves as a foundation for continued research through the end of the Sassanid era.
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