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Abstract

The central idea of the this research is to question
the relationship of Mirza Kuchak Khan with
“history” and “memory”; for this purpose, Pierre
Nora's deconstructive approach was used regarding
the relationship between “history and memory” and
the position of “places of memory” in it, so that
Mirza's “Living Memory” was compared to his
“History Politics” and “Official Memory”. In this
regard, the residents of Suleiman Darab area of Rasht
(centered on the current tomb of Mirza) and
Khangah-e Gilvan village (centered on the former
tomb of Mirza) were studied; Based on the saturation
rule, the sample size was limited to 28 people in two
places who were selected by theoretical sampling.
The method of collecting information was an
unstructured and in-depth interview. The results
show that Suleiman Darabi's narrative of Mirza and
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his death has entered the historical continuum with
the passage of time and is represented in a
completely official, teleological way and influenced
by the current policies of the state; While in Gilvan,
the memory of Mirza and his death is exactly what
was really experienced and lived by the locals and
residents of this village. In fact, reminisce of Mirza
in Gilvan - contrary to the narrations in Suleiman
Darab - was not placed in the historical continuity
and is not linear; In other words, the memory of the
Gilvanis about Mirzais of the “living memory” type,
which is characterized by remembering the way it
was lived, the dispersion of the narratives, and the
non-linearity of the narratives.

Keywords: Collective Memory, Place of Memory,
History Politics, Mirza Kuchak Khan.
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Mirza Kuchak Khan between Memory and History; Mirza's
Tombs as*“ Places of Memory”

Extended Abstract

Introduction: In the era of the acceleration of history and the efforts
of social and political forces to use history to confirm their views,
delving into "living memory" can pave the way for the possibility of
seeing history "as experienced by the local community”, because with
the disappearance of living memory, "The memory of real history"
gives way to" historiographic awareness” and "history of history"
which, according to Pierre Nora, is no longer true history. This is
important in the context of the media onslaught in the age of media
hegemony, where we are witnessing the growth of various forms of
"history/politics™ (ranging from antiquarian to ethnic) in Iran, which
are severely undermining the same "living memory." Specifically,
different versions of "history/politics” have emerged regarding Mirza
and the Jungle Movement: during the Pahlavi era, Mirza and his
movement were portrayed as a rebellious figure and a separatist
movement; in the years surrounding the revolution, they were depicted
as a socialist leader and movement; in the years following the
revolution, he was framed as a clerical figure and a religious
movement; and in recent decades, among the Gilak ethnic group, he
has been represented as an ethnic figure and movement. All these
representations, whether by the authorities to shape the "official
memory" or by the masses in the form of "memory of resistance,” are
nothing but "history/politics,” which is very distant from "history from
below" and "history as lived by local people.” This research focuses
on Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali as one of the most important "places
of memory" in Iran, particularly in Gilan province, and aims to delve
into the "living memory" of the residents of areas where Mirza's
shrines have been located over time, striving to document and
preserve this living memory. In the absence of the documentation of
"living memory," the possibilities for a critical engagement with
representations of Mirza in "history/politics" (especially its
ethnocentric variant) will not be available; therefore, the central aim
of the present research is to problematize the relationship between
Mirza Kuchek Khan Jangali and "history" and "memory." To this end,
the subversive approach of Pierre Nora regarding the relationship
between "history and memory" and the role of "places of memory"
within it was utilized to emphasize the "living memory"” of Mirza in
contrast to "history/politics™ and the "official memory" of him.

The review of the research background indicates that most studies
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focus on the typology of the Jungle Movement, the pathology of the
Jungle Movement, the personality of Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali, and
similar topics. In studies centered on the "typology of the Jungle
Movement," the goals, ideologies, and political currents have been
emphasized. In some of these studies, the Jungle Movement is
described as a national-religious movement (Lulu'i, 2004; Zadbar,
2016), entirely religious (Javaheri, 2007; Khodari, 2021), socialist
(Sadeghi, 2016; Soltaniyan, 2013), populist (Hosseini-Nasar and
Fayyazat, 2004), "nationalist/separatist” (EIm, 2007; Panahi, 2022),
and in some cases as "a movement arising from local forces™ (Ahmadi
Gigasari, 2012; Azadi Dilami, 2022). In recent years, due to the
tendency towards ethnic appropriation of the Jungle Movement, there
has been increased attention to the element of ethnicity among
researchers (for example, Hosseini, 2014; Darvishi, 2014). Another
segment of research focuses on the leadership of the Jungle Movement
and the figure of Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali. A critical overview of
the numerous studies on the Jungle Movement and its leadership
indicates that the dominance of "history/politics™ in these studies has
been a significant barrier to reinterpreting this movement as
experienced by the local people.

Methodology: The research in these two memory places(Gilvan
Khangah village cemetery and Rasht Suleiman Darab cemetery) was
conducted using a "qualitative” method. The statistical population of
this study consists of the residents of the Suleiman Darab
neighborhood in the city of Rasht and the village of Khangah Gilvan
in Ardabil province, with a sample size of 28 individuals (12 from the
village of Khangah Gilvan and 16 from the Suleiman Darab
neighborhood in Rasht). The sampling method was theoretical, and
the data collection technique involved unstructured and in-depth
interviews.

Findings: The nature of the narratives in this village is largely local,
based on the lived experiences of local deceased individuals, familial
wisdom, and lacks a structured plot. These narratives do not possess
any ethnic/national characteristics and fundamentally center around
Mirza's body and the local people's conflicts with government agents
over the transfer of Mirza's lifeless head. In contrast, the local people
in Suleiman Darab mainly regard Mirza as the initiator and founder of
the Islamic Revolution. The representation of Mirza alongside
revolutionary, religious, and Islamic figures among the people of
Suleiman Darab reflects the influence of "history/politics™ on their
ways of remembering, which itself indicates the successful efforts of
"history” (as opposed to "memory”) to reproduce the current
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conditions and to obscure other valid versions of the past.

Discussion and Conclusion: The research showed that the narrative
of the people of Soleyman Darab regarding Mirza and his death has,
over time, entered a historical continuum and is represented in a
completely official, teleological manner influenced by the current
political policies of the ruling power. In contrast, the memory of
Mirza in Gilvan—unlike the narratives in Soleyman Darab—has not
entered a historical continuum and has not benefited from any linear
narrative; in other words, the memory of the people of Gilvan
regarding Mirza is of the type known as "living memory,"
characterized by a recall through lived experience, the dispersion of
narratives, and a non-linear nature of storytelling.

Keywords: Collective Memory, Place of Memory, History Politics,
Mirza Kuchak Khan.



