A Comparative Study of the Economic Geography of the

Islamic World in the Works of al-Istakhr1's Kitab al-Masalik

wa-l-Mamalik and Ashkal al-*‘Alam

1. Ph.D. Graduate in Islamic Period Iranian History, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran (ashkangholami26a@gmail.com)

Ashkan Gholamit

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received: 28 August 2024
Received in revised form: 9
November 2024

Accepted: 10 November
2024

Published  online: 17
February 2025

Keywords:
al-lstakhri,

Kitab al-Masalik wa-
|-Mamalik,
Geography of
Islamic World,
Transcendental,
Ashkal al-‘Alam.

the

The knowledge of geography became crucial from the early
Islamic centuries due to the Arab conquests and the expansion
of political borders. Consequently, Muslim thinkers produced
independent works on the geography of the Islamic world,
particularly during the ninth and tenth centuries. This study,
employing an analytical-comparative approach and relying on
library sources, examines the commonalities and differences in
the economic geography of the Islamic world as presented in
two geographical texts: al-IstakhiTs Kitab al-Masalik wa-|-
Mamalik and Ashkal al-‘Alam. The research indicates that the
geographical and historical conditions of different regions
within the Islamic world during the lifetimes of the two authors
significantly influenced the nuances of their thought and their
respective focus on the economic geography of the Islamic
world. The author of Ashkal al- ‘Alam paid particular attention
to the economic geography of regions such as Sistan and
Transoxiana, while al-Istakhri focused more on the economic
geography of the northern and western regions of the Islamic
world, providing numerous reports.
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