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Purpose: Pilgrimage is one of the oldest and lasting rites in Zoroastrianism.
Believers of this religion go to visit fire temple and holy places that have titles
suhh  rrrr or nnnni@t bffor nnd ffrrr thrrr nmm  and pr ryy, nnd.supply
to Yazdan. Some ancient fire temples, such as Adrian fire temple of Yazd and
places like Pir Sabz, Pir Hrisht, Pir Naraki, etc. are among the most important
Zoroastrian shrines. From the point of view of Zoroastrian believers, the fire
temple is both a place of prayer and a place of pilgrimage, and there, besides
worshiping God, one can visit the holy fire- which is the earthly manifestation of
Ahura Mazda- and keep it. Due to the connection of many Zoroastrian pilgrimage
places with the element "Water" and "Goddess Anahita"”, which are usually seen
in the foothills of mountains, next to springs or rivers, there is a possibility of a
connection between pilgrimage and the woman in Zoroastrianism. On the other
hand, women have been regular and faithful visitors to the shrines, who go on
pilgrimage with various intentions such as asking for fertility and having children,
finding a wife, asking for sustenance, solving family problems, warding off
dssrrrrrr nnd dssaas kklkarg for forgvwnsss... nnd Zoronnnnnmoo men hav

preserved this tradition even today.

Method and Research: In this research, by referring to related sources and
using a descriptive-analytical method, with a new approach, we will study the
relationship between women and pilgrimage in Zoroastrianism and first of all find
out what is the feminine origin of the pilgrimages of this religion and which
elements related to women and femininity can be found. In the next place, we will
refer to the rituals of pilgrimage and its functions for women.

Findings and Conclusions: Both the presence of women from the Sassanid
court in narratives related to the origin of some shrines and their proximity to
water, mountains and trees and the connection of these natural elements with
goddesses, especially Anahita, give a seal of approval on the connection of these
Zoroastrian pilgrimage places with women. We will also find that Zoroastrian
women have always played a prominent role in going to the Pirs, preparing votive
and ritual foods, performing pilgrimage ceremonies and even serving the shrines.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The pilgrimage among the Zoroastrians is an ancient ritual. The elements and items that are
worth exploring are seen in the pilgrimages and shrines of Zoroastrianism, which can raise
and even strengthen the suspicion of their deep and ancient connection with women and
femininity and feminine elements. In this research, we will look at the reasons and findings
and achievements of this discussion.

Methodology

The current research, using descriptive-analytical method, using library tools, referencing and
referring to relevant special resources and analyzing and reviewing existing data, has deal to
this issue.

Discussion

We'll discuss this topic in two main parts: in the first part, we will look at the elements and
topics that are related to women and femininity in the Zoroastrian mausoleums from a
theoretical, religious and mythological point of view, and in the second part, we will deal to
the practical aspects, actions and activities of Zoroastrian women in relation to pilgrimage.

In the first part, which is about feminine elements, we will address points such as the feminine
origin of the shrines, the feminine name of the shrines, the women of the Sasanian court
buried or disappeared in the Zoroastrian Pirs, the water and the Goddess Anahita and their
connection with the Zoroastrian shrines, tree and mountain.

In the second part, which focuses on the women and pilgrimage rituals, we will consider two
issues: times and customs of the women's pilgrimage and services of the women to
pilgrimages.

Conclusion

Most of the Zoroastrian shrines were temples or memorials of two yazatas, Anahita and
Mithra/Mehr, who found a Zoroastrian identity with the spread of the Zoroastrian religion.
Anahita was a lady of femininity and beauty and a special Goddess of the women. The
presence of the name of the lady (in the name of the mausoleum of the Lady of Pars and the
name "the Lady of Life" in the mausoleum of the Pir Sabz) and Bibi, as well as the presence
of the mountain (which is a symbol of the goddess and has become a symbol of maternal
protection and protection by giving shelter to the women of the Sasanian Court), water (in the
form of springs, rivers, wells or water checks) and trees (both symbolize life and life-giving
and related to the characteristic of the woman's birth) and the story of the Sasanian
Shahrbanou and princesses in the Zoroastrian mausoleums it strengthens their relationship
with Anahita. There was no religious obstacle for the Zoroastrian women to serve the shrines.
The most important motivations for pilgrimage of the women were to seek a wife, have
children, treat infertility and women's diseases, solve family problems and seek a day. Many
women also went to shrines after fulfilling their needs to make vows. Cooking vow foods and
ritual foods performed in pilgrimage sites are mainly female rituals. Today, as in the past,
Zoroastrian women, with their prominent and influential presence, flourish in fireplaces, Pirs
and shrines and play their special role in various ways.
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