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Propose: "Death" is an idea that has always occupied the human
mind and to find a solution to this inevitable phenomenon, a
multitude of rituals and beliefs have been formed around it and it
has become one of the most important initiation rituals in the
history of human life. The term “initiation” refers to a set of rituals
and teachings that are repetitions of the mental archetypes of any
society and ultimately bring about a fundamental change in the
physical, cultural, religious, and social status of an apprentice.
Although the rituals related to “initiation” have changed over time,
but they have continued to this day and are performed in all the
prominent and sensitive moments of human life from birth, puberty,
and marriage to death.

Method and Research: This research has been done by library
method and document analysis, by an inductive method based on
the observation of events and their relationship with each other to
reach general rules.

Findings and Conclusion: This article, for the first time, takes a
closer look at the rituals of death in Iranian belief and has shown
that the three stages of "separation, transition and connection" that
can be recognized in all rituals, are slightly different in the rituals of
death in Iranian belief, which, of course, can be the result of Iranian
dualistic thought: According to the present study, each of the stages
of separation, transition and connection in lranian rituals can be
classified into two parts: "first separation and final separation, two-
period transition, first connection and final connection."”
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In the Zoroastrian religion, man's presence in this impure world is temporary, and at the end
of the battle with Ahriman ugliness, with the death and complete destruction of the impure
world, he or she will be transferred again to the pure world of Ahuramazda, when the
Frashgard occurs; But until then, every human being will inevitably end up one day and die
from this mortal battlefield. A person who dies during the battle between Ahura and Ahriman,
where will he or she go until the end of the battle? Answering questions such as what the way
Is back and what will a person face and where is the final destination and how should one
reach the final destination, naturally led to the discovery of special rituals of initiation so that
only the dead who stepped on the path can escape from what is impure and unholy. It is
purified and it should look at all that is pure and holy, which is the eternal and pure Ahurai
time and place. Looking at all the rituals that are performed for this sanctification, we can find
the three basic stages of "separation, transition and connection”.

Methodology
This research has been done by library method and document analysis, by an inductive
method based on the observation of events and their relationship with each other to reach
general rules.

Discussion

Rituals of separation: It seems that under the influence of Iranian dualist thought, the stage of
separation in Iranian belief can be divided into two parts: "initial separation and final
separation”. In the first part of separation, the dead initiator is completely separated from the
material world; Then the final separation, although the person is separated from his family
and the material world, he still does not completely give up on this world, and his soul sits on
the bed of the body for three days and nights, and longs to return to his past life. In the first
part of the preparation ceremony of the holy area; Separating a person from his family, friends
and relatives, which is a symbol of being stolen by a monster, and taking a person away to a
place far away from his place of residence, which is a representation of abduction and
symbolic death, Petet (Repentance) and reading the Avesta; washing and shrouding and
burying can be mentioned; In the second part of the rituals, it means the final separation,
giving a new name to the deceased person; lighting a fire to help; not mourning; Avesta
reading and tree planting can be mentioned.

Rituals of Transition: After three days have passed, when Astvihad (the demon of death)
killed the person and crushed his bones and Nasus disintegrated his or her body, with the hope
of returning to the world of the living being completely cut off, with the beginning of the
morning of the fourth day, the soul must walk a long and terrifying path to reach go through
the spiritual world; to go spiritually it enters the path of Vayu, accompanied by food and
drink, equipped with prayer and remembrance, and accompanied by fire that drives away
darkness and death, beside the great god of death, Vayu. According to Hadoxt Nask, on the
dawn of the fourth day, a fragrant wind comes from the southern half to greet the pious soul,
and a stinking wind blows from the northern half to accompany the sinful soul, which is the
best metaphor for the companionship of the two-faced Vayu. All the rites of the transition
stage seem to be dual according to the two-faced Vayu, because the tests and events of this
stage will happen differently depending on whether the soul is virtuous or sinful. The most
difficult phase of transition for the dead begins on the morning of the fourth day and
continues with the judgment of the Rasn Izad. The yoke of Izad Rasn's scales is on Cakad-e
Daiti, and the two blades of his golden scales, one is in the north to Mount Alborz, which is
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the entrance to hell, and the other is in the south to the head of Mount Alborz, which is the
entrance to heaven, where the cosmic and immortal tree of Hom is located. As soon as the
virtuous soul reaches there, it can drink from the fruit or juice of that tree and become
immortal. Finally, this is where the task of the soul will be determined: is it a sinner or a pious
one? The transitional period will continue for thirty years until the dead initiator is finally
ready for initiation.

Rituals of connection: The connection stage also has two periods, one period is when a
person dies and after passing the difficult tests of the path, he or she is refined either in the
classes of heaven, or in the classes of hell or in the classes of Heméstagan, which, according
to the early ancient narrative, lasts for thirty years. It will end and finally the soul will join
Fravahar and will reach the court of Ahura Mazda; After this first attachment, Fravahar and
Ravan (soul), who have become one, spend their days happily in Grodman; The final joining
takes place at the time of Frasgard, and all the dead, after passing the final test, will finally
reach the final initiation.

Conclusion

- The Zoroastrian initiation rites have been influenced by Iranian thought, and each stage has
been divided into two parts.

- The stage of separation, which is the separation from material life and the test of courage
and bravery, in the Zoroastrian initiation of the death, can be divided into two stages: the first
separation and the final separation.

- The transition stage, which is passing hard tests in the winding path of the belly of the
monster of death, to reach a safe place and test resistance and endure difficulties, is a special
Iranian dual characteristic, that is, all tests have two sides, one side is special for the pious and
the other side is special for the sinner.

- The connection stage, which is learning the secret and awareness and transforming and
becoming a new human being and reaching the absolute peace of a conscious human being, in
other words, the metamorphosis stage, can be divided into two stages, the first connection and
the final connection. The difference between the two stages of the first and final connection in
initiation rituals is that in the first connection, the soul and fravahar of the dead will be united
in the heavenly court of life, but in the final union, the soul and fravahar will be united with
the body of the dead.
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