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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Significant developments have taken place in the field of football, with professional football being
exposed to financial exchanges with macroeconomic capital, the sale and purchase of equipment
under the club brand, and being listed on the stock market. These activities have played an important
role in the economic development of football in many leagues. The main purpose of this study was
to present the economic policy model of Iranian football clubs.

Materials and Methods

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach and the grounded theory method. The
approach systematically proposed by Strauss and Corbin includes three stages: open coding, axial
coding, and selective coding. Data collection was carried out through semi-structured interviews
based on an exploratory study. Data were analyzed using open coding (category identification), axial
coding (category expansion), and selective coding (final selection of categories). The key informants
of the study included 19 people related to the research topic. Purposive sampling was used, and data
collection and analysis were conducted in a zigzag manner with simultaneous interviews. Interviews
continued until data saturation was reached, meaning that concepts related to the economic policy-
making of football clubs were repeated and no new information could be added. The data were
collected through interviews with 19 experts related to the central phenomenon of the research. After
documenting and recording the interviews, they were edited for analysis, and categories were
extracted in the next stage. To present a systematic and schematic model of the findings from the
coded data, the paradigm model proposed by Strauss and Corbin (1990) was used. The phenomenon
studied in this research is action-oriented, based on actual experiences, informative, and process-
oriented. It provided a comprehensive map of individuals' experiences with the economic policy-
making of Iranian football clubs. During the data analysis process, there was a continuous and
purposeful movement between open and axial coding to develop the model. In fact, open and axial
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coding are not strictly consecutive steps; rather, the analytical coding process was dynamic and
iterative. Initially, efforts were made to identify categories through open coding, and during axial
coding, these categories were interconnected and related to each other. After establishing the
relationships between categories through open coding and axial coding, selective coding was used to
integrate the categories, sub-categories, and their relationships. This process resulted in the
development of a qualitative model for the economic policy of football clubs. The key informants
participating in this study provided explanations of the economic policies of football clubs in response
to questions related to each dimension of the paradigm model. Initial codes were extracted from the
study and analysis of their responses. Subsequently, the accepted and common codes among all
specialists were identified as the final codes. The dimensions of the paradigm model include: Causal
Conditions: Club economic structure, economic forecasts, economic reforms, evaluation and
monitoring, financial transparency, capital adequacy; Underlying Conditions: Environmental
economic conditions, club commercial value, advertising policy; Intervention Conditions: Club
intangible assets, control of handicrafts; Strategies: Club economic reforms, strategic policies, club
budget, club economics council; Consequences: Cost reduction, financial efficiency, economic
efficiency, financing, economic investors. These dimensions formed the basis for designing and
validating the economic policy model of football clubs. In qualitative research, there is no standard
test for determining validity, and the nature of the research is often shaped and refined by the
researcher. The validity of the model was confirmed by explaining the paradigm model of the
research, achieving theoretical saturation, and analyzing data concurrently with data collection.
Additionally, the incorporation of collective corrective feedback from scientific experts across
various coding sections further validated the model. Nikneshan et al. (2010), in their analysis of
validity approaches in qualitative research, stated that methods of triangulation and multiple
verification are among the safest ways to achieve research validity. In this study, the validity of the
findings was enhanced by using participant feedback to verify the information obtained from the
research. This research aimed to increase the accuracy of the study by having the participants review
and verify the information collected. Additionally, the Scott's coefficient was used to assess the
reliability of the qualitative research. To achieve this, 15% of the research codings were re-coded by
another researcher to ensure consistency and reliability. The Scott's coefficient, which measures the
degree of agreement between the coding of two researchers, was found to be acceptable for the
research categories. Additionally, since the opinions of the participating experts were incorporated at
all stages and processes of the research, it can be concluded that the reliability standards were
effectively met.

Results

Based on the findings of the model, the economic policies and plans of football clubs should be
developed by specialized human resources and aligned with the strategic goals of the club. This
approach aims to reduce the financial burden of current activities and minimize future costs.

Keywords: Economic Policy, Football Clubs, Sports Economics, Economic Development,
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Figure 1- Paradigm pattern
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