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Introduction: With the increase in the presence of tourists in tourist areas, there
are expected to be potential threats to the natural habitat. For this reason, finding
ways to increase the number of tourists with responsible behavior has become a
very important concern to maximize the sustainability of tourism. Therefore, the
present study aimed to investigate the effect of destination attractiveness on the
environmentally responsible behavior of climbers with the mediating role of place
attachment.

Methods: This research is a cross-sectional study applied in terms of objective,
descriptive correlation in terms of method and survey in data collection. The study's
statistical population was all mountain climbers at the peak of Tal Anbar in 2022.
Klin's theory (2014) was used to estimate the sample size due to the uncertainty of
the number of the statistical population. The research tool was three standard
questionnaires of destination attractiveness, environmentally responsible behavior,
and attachment to the place Cheng et al. (2013). The face and content validity of the
questionnaires were confirmed by experts and reliability was confirmed using
Cronbach's alpha and composite reliability indices. A total of 203 respondents
answered the questionnaires perfectly and in an available manner. Structural
equation modeling including confirmatory factor analysis and path analysis was
used for data analysis.

Results: The results showed that all the relationships between the variables of the
research model are significant at the confidence level of 0.99 and all the
relationships between the variables of the model were confirmed. Also, the findings
of the research indicate that more than 49% of the attractiveness of the destination
on responsible environmental behavior is explained through indirect and variable
attachment to the place.

Conclusion: According to the results, it can be stated that creating more
environmental awareness among tourists and inducing environmentally responsible
behavior is a necessary prerequisite for tourism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Environmentally responsible behaviors, as one of the most
important and influential factors in the environment, have
been the focus of many researchers and environmentalists.
Environmentally responsible behavior is behavior that
intentionally seeks to minimize the negative effects of a
person's actions on the natural and artificial world (Dastras &
Khajenoori, 2019). Based on this, one of the ways to avoid
harming the environment is to change people's behavior
towards environmentalism (Burton, 2014). On the other
hand, attractiveness is the main driver for tourists to choose a
place according to their interests and preferences (Prideaux,
2005). The attractiveness of the destination is an effective
factor for obtaining better economic conditions for the local
community and represents a new mindset among people in a
place (Fazli & Samadi, 2021). Place attachment is also
considered one of the certain antecedents that predict
environmentally responsible behavior (Tonge et al, 2015).
Currently, the excessive presence of mountaineers in
mountainous areas imposes changes that are more destructive
and negative. Therefore, preventing further destruction and
preserving it for future generations is a matter that depends
on the behavior of all climbers. In this regard, the present
study tried to investigate whether the attractiveness of the
destination has an effect on the environmentally responsible
behavior of mountaineers and what is the role of attachment
to the place in this relationship.

Methods

The current research is a cross-sectional study. Based on the
purpose, it is functional. In terms of method, it is descriptive
correlation and in terms of data collection, it is a survey. In
this research, "attractiveness of the destination" is the
independent variable, "responsible environmental behavior"
is the dependent variable, and "attachment to the place" is the
mediating variable. The statistical population of the research
is all climbers at the peak of Tal Anbar in 2022. The number
of the statistical population under investigation was unnown.
Klin's theory (2014) was used to estimate the sample size.
The data collection of this research was done in two library
and field sections. Various books, articles, and theses were
used in the library section and questionnaires were used in
the field section. The questionnaires used in this research
include 4 parts. The first part includes demographic
information. The second part of Cheng, Wu, and Huang's
(2013) standard destination attractiveness questionnaire is in
the form of two components (core attributes and augmented
attributes) and 10 items. The third part of Cheng et al.'s
(2013)  environmental responsible behavior standard
questionnaire is in the form of two components (general
behavior and particular behavior) and 8 items. The fourth part
is the standard place attachment questionnaire of Cheng et al.
(2013) in the form of two components (place identification
and place dependence) and 8 items. The validity of the
questionnaires was confirmed. The reliability of the
questionnaires was also checked using Cronbach's alpha
indices and combined reliability individually and also in
general for the questionnaires. Finally, 203 questionnaires
were used for analysis. Inferential and descriptive statistics,

including descriptive statistics, structural equation modeling,
confirmatory factor analysis, and path analysis, were used for
the statistical analysis of the data using SPSS V25 and Smart
PLS.3 software.

Results

According to the findings of the research, out of a total of
203 research samples, 92 people are men and 111 people are
women. Most of the subjects are in the age range of more
than 50 years and the highest frequency is related to people
with diplomas and bachelor's degrees. Also, the findings of
the research show that the exogenous variables of the model
have a significant effect on the endogenous variables of the
research. All relationships between variables of the research
model are significant at the 0.99 confidence level. In other
words, all relationships between model variables have been
confirmed. It can also be said that at the 95% confidence
level, the effect of the mediating variable of place attachment
is significant in the relationship between destination
attractiveness and environmentally responsible behavior.

Conclusion

Some studies confirm the findings of the current research and
claim that there is a positive causal relationship between the
attractiveness of the destination and responsible behavior,
and also the attractiveness of the destination in natural
environments affects the tourists' evaluation of the
surrounding environment and subsequently, it induces
attachment to the place (Wu, Hsieh, Yang, Huang & Ku,
2022). Therefore, destination attractiveness can be considered
an effective predictor of place attachment. Some researchers
have also stated that when people are attached to travel
destinations, they show attachment and emotional identity,
and this creates an inseparable relationship with the
destination (Schultz, 2000), and location attachment leads to
better performance and more responsible behavior (Kuo, Su,
Wang, Kiatsakared & Chen, 2021).

In other words, tourists who are more attached to a tourist
area, show responsible behavior and convince their friends
and relatives to adopt appropriate environmental behavior
(Cheng et al., 2013). Therefore, it seems that in order to
strengthen the responsible behavior of tourists, both the
attractiveness of the destination and the attachment to the
place should be increased through different tourism
strategies.
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