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Abstract

Introduction: Cognitive linguistics views language as a reflection of
human cognitive abilities and mental processes, offering a means to
interpret complex conceptual worlds. It emphasizes the role of physical
experiences in shaping mental representations, particularly through
image schemas, which are recurring patterns of embodied experiences.
Image schemas—such as container, path, and force—are essential tools
for conceptualizing abstract meanings and analyzing texts. In the
context of the Qur'an, these schemas help to uncover layers of hidden
meanings, offering a systematic way to approach abstract moral and
spiritual teachings. Surah Hashr, with its rich thematic content
including faith, disbelief, lessons, and divine decrees, provides an ideal
framework for this analysis. This study explores the role of image
schemas in Surah Hashr, aiming to reveal their function in structuring
and communicating abstract concepts to enhance audience
understanding.

Methods: This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to
analyze the verses of Surah Hashr through the lens of cognitive
linguistics. A library-based method was employed to collect and
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categorize relevant data. The study focuses on three primary image
schemas—container, path, and force—examining their frequency,
application, and impact on conceptualizing key themes. Each schema
was scrutinized for its role in illustrating abstract notions and
facilitating the audience’s comprehension. This method allowed for a
systematic exploration of how these schemas interact with the themes
and contribute to thematic and conceptual coherence.

Findings: The findings highlight the extensive use of all three image
schemas in Surah Hashr, demonstrating their vital role in conveying
abstract and moral teachings:

1. Container Schema: The most frequently used schema, representing
ideas like stubbornness, the heart, faith, disbelief, and hell. For instance,
the heart is portrayed as a vessel that can hold virtues or vices, while
hell is depicted as a container for eternal punishment. These depictions
ground abstract concepts in tangible imagery, enhancing understanding.
2. Path Schema: Commonly employed to frame spiritual and moral
journeys, such as migration, guidance, and lessons. Concepts like
poverty and the Qur'an are also articulated through this schema,
presenting them as directional paths for the believer to navigate.

3. Force Schema: Although less frequent, this schema effectively
illustrates resistance, divine decrees, and moral struggles. For example,
greed, disbelief, and obstacles to faith are framed as forces that either
hinder or motivate spiritual progress.

Several themes, including the Qur'an and poverty, are represented
using multiple schemas (e.g., container and path), showcasing the
flexibility and depth of these cognitive tools.

Conclusion: The study concludes that image schemas are
indispensable tools for interpreting and understanding abstract and
moral concepts in Surah Hashr. By bridging abstract ideas with
embodied human experiences, these schemas enable a more accessible
and relatable comprehension of the Surah’s teachings. The prevalence
of the container schema underscores its utility in conceptualizing
multifaceted themes, while the path and force schemas complement it
by adding structure and dynamism. This analysis aligns with cognitive
linguistics principles and demonstrates how image schemas enrich
thematic interpretations of the Qur'an, offering a robust framework for
analyzing its profound messages.

Keywords: Cognitive linguistics, Image schema, Surah Hashr,
Semantics, Qur'anic Themes, Abstract Conceptualization.
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