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Abstract

Introduction: The problem of free will is one of the most debated
topics in contemporary philosophy, particularly in the context of
reductionism. While reductionist theories tend to simplify human
agency to physical processes, dualist philosophers, particularly
Christian dualists, argue for a more nuanced understanding of human
freedom and responsibility. This paper examines the critique of
reductionism from the perspective of Christian dualist philosophers,
focusing on the issue of free will. It evaluates how dualist accounts of
human agency challenge reductionist approaches, which tend to reduce
human consciousness and action to physical or material explanations.

Methods: The study employs a philosophical and analytical
approach, drawing upon key works from Christian dualist philosophers,
including William Hasker, who presents a prominent defense of agent
causation theory. The paper critiques reductionist views by exploring
the dualist notion that human beings, as agents, possess free will, and
that their actions are the result of their choices, not merely deterministic
physical causes. The critique is structured around key concepts such as
agent causation, the nature of free will, and the implications for moral
responsibility. By engaging with primary texts and contemporary
debates, the paper contrasts the dualist perspective with reductionist
physicalism, arguing for a more comprehensive view of human agency.

Findings: The main findings of this paper highlight several key
points in the critique of reductionism. Firstly, the paper confirms that
Christian dualist philosophers, particularly Hasker, argue that human
beings are not reducible to physical processes. Rather, they possess a
distinct mental or spiritual nature that allows for genuine freedom of
choice. Hasker’s theory of agent causation is explored as a critical
alternative to the reductionist view. According to Hasker, free will is
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grounded in the agent’s ability to act according to personal reasons and
motives, and this freedom is incompatible with deterministic
explanations. Furthermore, the paper discusses how dualists assert that
moral responsibility requires the existence of free will, which is
undermined by reductionist accounts that view actions as determined by
physical laws or brain states. The critique also addresses the issue of
causal agency, emphasizing that in dualist accounts, the agent is the
primary cause of their actions, rather than physical or external factors.

Conclusion: The critique of reductionism from the perspective of
Christian dualist philosophers offers valuable insights into the problem
of free will. It demonstrates that human agency, understood through the
lens of agent causation, cannot be fully explained by physicalist
theories. Dualist theories maintain that human beings possess a unique
capacity for free will, which is essential for moral responsibility. This
perspective challenges reductionism by asserting that human beings are
more than just physical entities and that mental or spiritual faculties
play a crucial role in human action. Ultimately, the paper concludes that
the dualist critique offers a more comprehensive and coherent
explanation of free will and moral responsibility, one that accounts for
the complexity of human nature and rejects the reductionist tendency to
simplify human agency to mere physical causes.

Keywords: Free Will, Reductionism, Agent Causation, Christian
Dualism, Moral Responsibility, Physicalism, Hasker, Human Agency.
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